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Chriſtian Reader. 
Reader, . 


N in this ſmall Manual you will find ſuch 1 
good Things ſtored up for promoting eur 
Eternal Wellfare, that in -your travelling 

through the Wilderneſs of this World to the _| 

Heavenly Feruſalem, they will be 4 refreſhing | 

to your Soul, tnflaming your Heart with ſuch 

Divine Love and Holy Deſires, ſuch Pantings 

and Breathings after Chrifi, and the Foys of | 

tbe Life to come, at will wot (uffer you-ro be 

weary, er faint in your Tay, but enable you, i 

through God's Mercies, and the Aſſitance of 

bis Holy Spirit, ſo to run the Race with !? 


_ - * 


receive a Crown of Incorruptible Glory, I. ſets 0 
before you Life and Death, and admoniſhes you il 
to chooſe the better Part whilſt you have pre- || 
cious Time and Opportunity put into your Hand: 
4 Meat to ſtrong 
— „ 
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Alen: It direct, and gnides you" in the Ways 
of Knon'lcdge and Truth, that you may ſeeb 
d, fad Grace and Mercy as your Help and 
= Sr:pport, and 15'a ſure Comfort and Conſola- 
tin in the Time of Treuble 3 being a Poſie of 
choice Flowers culled from the Garden of Wiſ- 

dom, a Lanthern to your Feet, and Light to 
pour Paths to lead yiu in the Way you ought to 


20; make you- Wiſe unto Salvation, which 
| "that it may do, by yeur well applying tt, 
and its effefually working on Jour Heart, 


I the exrneft Deſire ,  . 
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Ihe well-wither of your Soul, 
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Divine Breathin gs, | 


Pantings and Thirſtings 


AFTER 


CHR 1871 


3 
tance, and the Exerciſe of Religious 


An — gement to an 250 


Daties. . 


the Soul of Man, refreſhing 


ſtrengthening it, as a Giant refreſhed win 0 
Wine to run its Race in the Paths of Righ+ iſ 
teouſneſs, at the End of which is placed a 
Crown of Glory, an incorruptible Glory, "iſ 


that fades not away, but is ever durable, 
tiling the Soul with u 


HOLESOME and Sacred. i 
\ X F Helps are like r o 


nſpeakable Joys and \ 
Delights to all Eternity. We ſee the Mer⸗ 
why | | A. 4 , "chant; 7 
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Chant refuſes no Travail nor dangerous Voy-Nvir 
ages to gain a periſhing Wealth; the Sol-Nvat 
dier declineth no Danger, for deſire either ſhin; 
of Glory or Spoil; and all Men in their ef 
Vocations labour and ſtrive to their Might ai: 
for the Things of this World, which all he! 
ſummed in one, are but Vanity, or meer Ino 
Nothings, comparable to the Eternal Trea- ire 
ſures laid: up for thoſe that will itrive and Hor 
ſtruggle for then, in being faithful unto Im 
Death: Things ſo 2 that on gain Pie. 
ing them depends an endleſs Joy and Feli- eſ 
city, or in loſing them, a Deprivation of hei 
the AmighNle and Beatifick Preſence of hniſ; 
God for ever, in intolerable ant endleſ frre 
e an 
LET every Soubamangſt urthen be up for 
doing, whilſt it is to Day, whilſt the piſe 
Vater of Lite is offered freely, without pra. 
Iriceor Money, whilſt Chriſt dals and in 
ites us to come unto him that he may give 
s Reſtfor our weary Souls, that labour and 
re heavy laden with Sin, and the Cares of 
his World. To be brief, Let every one 
ſtrive, by all the Means of Grace and Acts 
of Religion, to arrive at the end of Glory, 
and ſo be bleſſed to all Eternit. 
AF ER this ſhort Encouragement to a 
godly Life, it is requiſite J lay down ſuch 
neceſſary Helps and proper Rules, as may 
* wing 


> « : 
-4 
— — 


Divine Bzeathings. . 1 


ing the Soul with a Deſire of mounting to: 
vards the happy Regions of Glory and Hap - 
pines, enabling it in its Flight td reach the 
vleſſed Manſions where all the departeld 
Saints of God are filled with Joy, and where 
hey inhabit with unſpeakable Delight, no 

10re to be diſturbed with the Cares and 
'rofſes of this World, or hear of Sorrow 
or ever, but ſolace. themſelves in the Bo- 

m of their Beloved, bache in Rivers of 
-Wleaſure, and tread the delicious- Paths of 

i- Reſt, viewing the ſpacious Manſions of = 
heir Eternity, joying to have eſcaped this 
iſerable Vale of Tears, this Wilderneſs of 


tes FTrouble; and firſt then, let the Soul that 
| antech after God, and divinely breaths ” 

= or Reſt from its Labours, begin to exer- 
the 


iſe it ſelf effectually with Meditation and 
Prayer. £4] Y ls OATH NN 


in- a | . 1 ? . 

— - - Of Prayer and Meditation. 

and , ' 5 va Nt af , 
nt THESE Two Heavenly Twins have 


powerful Effects upon the Souls of Men and 
omen, to raiſe their Deſires ſo high, as 
o be wiſely placed on Things above, and 
ring down Bleſſings from Heaven to Earth. 
I may truly liken them to the Spies that 
were ſeat from the Wilderneſs to Canaan, to 
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Home a delicious Taſte of the Heayenly 


MEDITATION like the Eye, views 
God's Mercies ftored up for us; and Prayer, 
like the Hand, reaches and brings them to us; 
or Meditation, like a prudent Merchant, 


fect as to be exempted from wanting; but 


- Cy that we are not ſo miſerable as not to be 
ſupply'd with what is convenient for us, 
| for whatever real Want Meditation finds 
out, Prayer on its nimble Wings will fetch 


if we truſt in the Lord, we cannot be i 
poor, for his Mercies are free. Meditate 
firſt to know your Wants, and then pray 

lor a Supply; and if you continue reſtleſs 


of all good Things will ſupply you with 


ſpy the Land, the one views, and the o- 
ther gathers the choice Cluſters, bring 


* 


Fruit. 


goes abroad, and buys up rich Wares; and 
rayer, like a Ship with proſperous Gales, 
brings them ſafe into the deſired Harbour. 

II is our Miſery that we cannot be ſo per- 


on the other hand, it is God's infinite Mer- 


in an unanſwerable Comfort; therefore, ll: 


inthefe, the Fountain of all Mercies and 


Things needful, above what you are ableſthat 


to ask. 


" Divine Breathings.— ir 
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On Meditation: 


| Deſpair not when Affliction plows the Ground, 
»wSll Doubt not encreaſes, if thy Seed be ſound > 
'er, M God loves a fruitful Harveſt, and bis Hand 
us; I always active to manure that Land: & 
nt, He takes the chiefeſt Care, and greate Pains, . 
nd fl © Hecrowns the Werk, "tis wethatreap the Gain. 


Is ap 0 onten plit ion. 


TO contemplate ſeriouſly on good 
hings, is to be truly wiſe, for as the Fa- 
ole fixes her undazled Eyes on the Beams 
of the Sun, ſo Contemplation ſtedfaſtly fixes 
the Eyes of the Soul on the glorious Son of 
Righteouſneſs, making it always conver- 
lant about the high and proficable Things of 
its Salvation. It may be alſo compared to 
thoſe Sparrows holy David ſpeaks of with 
ray Admitation, who builded their Neſts by 
leſsithe Altar of God ; for Contemplation is that 
amd Cœleſtial Bird of Paradiſe that builds her 
vithNeſf about the Throne of Glory, the Bee 
ableFthat flies into the Garden of Odours, and 
ſeextracts the ſweeteſt Honey from every fra- 
grant Flower. By Meditation we con- 
verſe with God, and ſolace with our ſelves; 
op then my Soul on the Wing, and leave 
IDA 8." + -.". i 


"if The Plous Soul's 25 
this droſſie Earth, to take thy flight for 
Heaven. Let thy Thoughts be where thy 
Happineſs is, and let thy holy Deſires be 
where thy Thoughts are, and fo, though 


— — 
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N 

: 

£ 

| | 
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: 


thy Habitation be here in a Manſion of fi;o1 

Clay, yet ſhall thy Converſation be in a glo- Mall 

= rious Manſion, not made with Hands, in Ire 
| the higheſt Heavens. | 


On Contemplation. 


Life is the Life's preparative, and Death. 
The Deprivation of. unconſtant Breath: 
A contemplative Life ſhall always find 
Felicity in Death, a glorious Mind 
Shall bave a glorious and celeſtial Friend 
Jo guard its Glories to @ glorious End. 


| - The Souls ſerious Deſires aid 
ed . Contemplation. 22 


WHA are thy Deſires, O my Soul? 
with what imaginable Excellency wouldſt 
| thou be cloathed? What deſirable Obiect 
{ wouldſt thou fix upon? Is it Beauty ? t 
| know, that the Rigliteous ſhall ſhine as the 
un in the Kingdom of their Father, and 
the Wiſe, as the Brightneſs of the Firma»  E: 
nent for ever. Is it Riches or Honour than I 7. 
| '2fireft ? Theſe are in God's Hand to beſtow 
b 14 * . : | 


! 


at 
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or. It Pleaſure, even Treaſures and Glory in- 
ay Forruptible, an Eternal Inheritance, that 
all never alter or change, amongſt the 
'efled Saints and Angels. Is it pleaſure 
hou deſireſt? Then know, the Righteous: | 
all enter into their Maſter's Joy, where 
re Pleaſures unutterable by the Tongues 
f Angels or Men; even Rivers of Plea- 
ure are at his Right-hand for evermote. 
thou wouldeſt yet have more, even: a 
,onfluence of all the glorious Things in 
eaven-and Earth, conſider Godlinef+ is 
hy Gain, as having the Promile of. this. 
ile, and the Life which is to come. If Hea- 
en and the Righteouſneſs thereof be the 
Things thou doſt ſeek, they with all their. 
xcellencies ſhall be found of thee; for if- 
he Lord make thee Holy, then thou ſhalt: 


- P 


Pe fare tobe Happy. 
e e 

Ift oft. thou deſire, my Soul, to be Partaker * 
Of thoſe Celeſtial Foys whereof thy Maler 
\ Crowns theſe endeavouring Souls, that ſtudy, 
* fil | -+ en 
To be obedient to his ſacred Pill. 
Examine well the Scripiures, they will ſh 

The ready way, then trait ice Low to go. 
3 ol * SR 4 
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On the Advantage of Repentance-. e. 


| 0\ 

WHEN Sin is conceived, it fails not Wwe: 

in the end to bring forth Sorrow, for they ne 
are inſeparable Companions, there is no 

letting in the one, and ſhutting out the 

other; a Moment's Mirth in Wickedneſs, 

without Repentance, will be ſucceeded, 

not only by a Temporal, but an Eternal 

Sorrow, which by Repentance and a god? 

ly Sorrow for Sin might have been wiped 

way. If thou wilt not weep whilſt Mer. 

s in ſtore to pardon thy Sins, then ſhalt 

thou mourn hereafter, when no Eye ſhall 

| pity thee; a few Penitent Tears may now, 

in this thy Day, quench the Fire of Sin; 

| . bat'a Sea of Weeping will never be able to 

| quench the Flames of Hell. Therefore, A 

| whilſt the wicked are in their Laughter andMore 

Jolitry, let thoſe that are wiſe to their Sal- 

vation, go rather to the-Houſe of Mourn- 

ing, that from a vale of Tears hey may 

aſcend the glorious Mount Zion, the Hill o 

God; whilſt the Paths of rejoicing in Evil, 

lead · down to a Hell of Weeping : He that 

| | fwims'in Sin, ſhall ſink in the Gulf of Sor- 

row. A Woe is pronounced to thoſe that 

laugh now, viz, The _ mourn. hereafter 

ſaw ; their Laughter ſhall e turned into _—_ 

2077 * '. _ 
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pally. O Lord let the Tendency of 


eſs; whilſt thoſe that Weep ſhall bave 
heir Tears wiped away. I will therefore 
ow weep for my Sins, that fa I may not 
eep for ever, when it is too late to repent 
e of them. . | 


A Meditation on Repentance. 


Doft t hon deſire, my Soul, that God ſhould ſay 

T5 rd; a, and Þ will e | 

Thy numerous Sins ; nay; and I will no more 

Remember them, as I hawe dune before. 

Mourn thou in Time, leaſt Moenrning come 
too late, 


And thou unprofitably weep in a loſt State. 
On Living and Dying, = 


AS Life is, ſo will Death be, there is 
o remove in the Grave, but in the State ws 


Fall, in the ſame we muſt-ariſe; for as we 
Pre in Life, fo we lie down to Eternity; 


hether we tend towards Heaven or Hell, 
o will it be with us in the latter Day of our 
great Account; for as in War an Error 
proves Death; ſo in Death, an Error found 


Fithout Repentance, is Damnation, there- 


ore be careful to live as thou intendeſt to 
lie, and die as thou intendeſt to live Eter- 
my 

Soul 


— 


21. 


On the Vanity of the World confidered, 


What makes thee ſpend thy Time in gro- 
clods of Clay, to defile thy Beauty in the 


are reduced to nothing : All things here 


F ry, to adorn thy excellent Nature, too 
|” leaky a Bark to waft thee through Eter-Niten 
nity. O fill thy ſelf then with the Glory 
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Soul be always towards thee, that falling 


into the Chambers of the Grave, I may 
| directly encline to thee, and ever reſt with 
" thee in a bleſled Eternity. 


OMY precious and immortal Soul! 
velling on this ſublunary Earth amongſt 
Duſt ? Things below are too baſe and un- 


worthy for thine Excellency, too brittle 
and momentary for thy Eternity; thou art, 


capable of Heaven, and mult have a Being, om 


when all worldly Glorie; fade away, and 


are too baſe to unite into a Crown of Glo- 


that beams from his Brightneſs who gave 


. thee Being, and fo ſhalt thou raiſe thy Dig · ker 


nity and Honour tranſcendently above this ill 
Mole-hill Earth, to live and reign with «y 
Chriſt, thy Redeemer, for ever. 


| Divine Breoryings. 27. 


9. 6 o. Chriſtian Caution. 


WHEN any thing that looks but like 
he ſhadow of a Temptation prompts thee 
Jo Act, conſider ſeriouſly with thy ſelf, the 
Pattern of his Holy Life, who with his 
ich Redeeming Blood has bought thee as 


p n ith a precious Price, and fee if it be a- 
15 reeable to it; or whether it would not 
WP ave been offenſive to him even when he 
Un- 


as cloathed with Fleſh, and to fave us 
pok our Nature upon him; or if you were 
bout to die, whether or no you would 
omply with, or account it as an Evil to be 
unned and avoided; then ſay to your 
dul, if any thing of Offence appears in 
hat you are prone to do, I muſt walk as 
hriſt walked, and I muſt now live as I 
tend to dye. If this be not Chriſt's Will, 
ho is my Head, and the Captain of my 
wation, it is then my Sin; and if I am 
akenhence in that Sin, unrepented of, it 
ill be my Eternal Ruin: I will therefore, 
every Action of my Life, ſo carry and 
ehave my ſelf as if Chriſt were on the 
ne Hand to direct me, and the Terrors of 
death on the other Hand to affright me 
om doing Evil; ſo living as I ought to 
re, and ſo dying as I ought to die, that 
x) Eternal 


— 


* 


* 
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Eternal Life in Glory may be my happ 
Portion, after this tranſitory Lite | ſhall 


| have an end. < 0 

| | On «Chriſtian's Choice. 's 
© - SERIOUSLY conſider and ſay te 4 
Pour Soul, tho? my Body is frail and decay 1 
ing, the World and all its Appearances fah * 
ding yet thou, O my Soul! art Immortal” 


and God is Eternal; if thou lean upon ani. 
Creature for help, either like an Eagle i 
will wing it ſelf and fly away, or elſe de 
| * ceive thee at thy Need, by being Helple 
and Impotent. Remember how all thi 
rich Man's large Poſſeſſions could not in 
the tormenting Flame purchaſe him on 
drop of Water to cool his Tongue, but ra 
ther the remembrance of his paſt Luxurie 
0 and Riot augmented his Pain; but in rf 
jecting all theſe, and chooſing God for th] 
Portion, thy Lot will fall in a fair Land 
ſ and he will be to thee a goodly Inheri 
I tance; then Metcy- and Goodneſs ſhall 
follow thee whilſt here on Earth, and Glow 
| 2 Eternity ſhall Crown thee - when 
thou aſcendeſt to the Father of Spirits. 
therefore now forſake what thou ſhalt ſoo! 
" loſe, that ſo thou mayeſt;, embrace tha 
unſpeakable Good which ſhall always abid 
k with thee. * ; :- + 
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On the L ife of Faith to aC briſtian. i 


HE is indeed a Chriſſ ian worth admi- 
ng, that will freely, and without con- 
raint, part with all for. Chrilt, though _ 
e Gain be in that more exceeding than 
| others, for then he has truly purchaſeg 
e Pearl of. great price, even a Treaſure 
f Life and Immortality, and will live by 
aich in him: But, O how few do we 


7 nd thus enclined ! This often ſtops the 
ple nning Profeſſor in his. full career, and 
jakes him ſorrowfully retire; Crates the 


Ehiloſopher, indeed voluntarily threw all 
Ws Goods into the Sea, ſaying, I bad ra- 
er drown you, than you me; meaning their 
. Wodering him in the freedom of his Study 
his Mind often reflecting on them, for 
concluded Riches and Vertue were in- 
dmpatible : And Alexander the Great, when 
had given all his Treaſure amongſt his 
avourites, being asked what he would 
ave himſelf; anſwered, Hope. But how 
any Chriſtians are there, that in their 
ay to Chriſt ſerve Mammon at the ſame 
e, refuſing to caſt their Bread upon the 
ater ? But ſuch as will not renounce all” - : 
Fe Riches, Vanities, and Affections of the 
orld for Chriſt, may truly expect to fall 


Fi 
|| "<a 


| / ' > 
| 2. 


_ ſhort of having any Share in him, con; 
I, . dering, in this Caſe, he liyes but the Lik 
(of Senſe, and not that of Grace. There 
fore, O Lord, of what have, freely tak 
what thou art pleaſed to call for, ſince 
Chrift be my Portion as a Reward, I an 
Rich in abundange. 
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„Of the Vanity of Humane Life. 


oO MOST Gracious Lord God, ho 
like a ſhadow is the Life of Man, like thi 
Fumes of Smoke, or a Bubble blown int 
the Air, a meer nothing ih compariſon t 
thee: The. Time paſt, that's gone as 
Bird eſcaped from the Fowler, quite flet 
ont of ſight: The Time preſent, is vani 
ing like the Eagle, ſoaring above the Cloud: 
The Time to come remains uncertai 
whether it ſhall be ours or not; we canne 
command one Moment, and when the Suit 
ſets it may never riſe upon us more; therq; 
fore, O Lord, in this Hour make me fu 
. of thee, ſince in the next J am not ſure 
my felt, but may e'er then deſcend to th 
Shades of Death. | | 


— Y * 
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Lift On the Day of Grace. | 
557 O, MY Soul! conſider that Grace 
\ce Fvbich muſt guide thee in thy Way, and 


Inſpire thee with good Motions tending to 
Eternal Life, is the Gift of God alone, 
hich under the Goſpel of his Bleſſed Son, 
he gives to enlighten thee, removing by it 
he dark Clouds of Sin and Ignorance which 
]ſe would o'er-ſhadow thee, and: leave 


.. mh thee in the Valley of Death, benighted and 
im eomfortleſs; but thy Day of Grace once 


Whining on thee, it will illuminate and fill 
hee with Beams of Mercy ; therefore be 
areful not to o'erſlip it, leſt being paſt, it 
eturn not again, and then of all Things 
hou art moſt miſerably bewildred in a La- - 
byrinth, out of which thou canſt not wind 
hy felf to any Good; neglect not then the 
golden Opportunity, for when wilt thou 
epent if thou art hardened in theſe melt- 


73 ing Times, when Grace and Salvation are 
re of? freely offered? For O what Day ſhall / 


hat Soul find to go to Heaven, that fins - 
way the Goſpel- Days! or what Grace 
ball it find for Sin, that ſhall fin away the 
Day of Grace! to whom ſhall that Soul 
appeal, that ſhall renounce Jeſus Chriſt ! | 
O what blackneſs and darkneſs is no 

0 or 


i 


y_— 


22 Type Þious Souls 


for that Soul which ſhajl walk in Darkneſ he! 
in the midſt and under ſuch clearneis o 
W Light! we are thoſe that are not on 
lifted up to Heaven, bur Heaven, as in 
golden Chain, is let down to us Ot bo 
Goſpel- Chriſtian, thou art now under , thi 
cleareſt Demonſtration of Chriſt, the {wee 
Invitation of Mercy, the large Manifeſla 
tion of Love, be careful then and conſide 
co kcep to the Right-hand, leſt chro? Care 
„ leſsneſs ſtraying amiſs, and ſtumbling o 
the dark Mountains of Sloath and Nzgli 
Br - gence, thou falleſt into utter Deſtruction, 


2 ontemplation of a Religious Life. 


DOOM Soul! turn to the Lord an 
praiſe him in the Beauty of his Holinek 
and he will have Mercy on thee ; thy Go not 
will abundantly pardon. If thou haſt torly : 
merly, with the World, accounted ti 
Spirit of a Chriſtian to be Melancholy, ang -q 
a kind of Madneſs, and the Ways of Hol 
lineſs, only an unpleaſant Path leading oF -' 
the Deſart of. ſad Retiredneſs, look again fi 
Wil! with Eyes of Love and Faith, then wih ve. 
thou ſee the hidden Manna which th Ce 
World is ignorant of, glorious Joys which let: 
ſtrangers come not nigh, and the nearer an 

l exacter a Chriſtian walks, thou wilt fin 
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kneliſhe ſweeter is his Repaſt; then it will ap- 
eis offiear, that thy former Thoughts of parting 
on ich Pleaſures and Delights, to embrace 

ia Foul-himbling, and Self. denying Duties, 
t boſßhhat were ſo grievous to thee, will be 
r .thShanged, and make thee ſay with S. Austin, 
wee how [weet it is 10 want my fermer Sweet- 


fefa %? It is now my rejoycing to be without my 


MideMormer Joys, for nw I plainly ſee there is a : 


Lare Neaven in the Way to Heaven one Look of MM 
g Oaith's, one Smile of Chriſt's, one Glance of _ if 
V-plifHeawen, one Grape of Canaan, one Glimpſe of 
on. y Crown of Glory yields mor: Comforts, Sweet - 
eſs and Delights than all this World afford: ;; 
be very Gleanings of Spiritual Joys, is far 
beyond the full Vintage of - Carnal Delig ts. 
Let no Man then ſtand at a Diſtance for-- 
want of Pleaſure, for in this Way he ſhall * 
not loſe them, but change them infinite-- 
ly for the better. ny 


'On the Chriſtian's Heaven and Hell. 2 F 


WHERE God is with Mercies, and 
ſweet Comforts to the Soul, there is Hea- 
ven; where he withdraws his amiable 
Countenance,, and changing into Terror, 
lets his Juſtice, jn.ics rigor take place, there 
Y it is Hell, Vou that can fee no Beauty and 
© Comelinefs in Chriſt, nor Glory in Hea- 

| 15 , ven 


24 The Pious Soul's 
ven, do yon likewiſe fee no Flame in Heli 
no Hell in Loſs of him who is your. onl$ : 

| ſtay and ſupport: You therefore that ca 
not be taken with his Preſence, O trembWis 
at his Abſence ; and you that care not ſhi: 
be with him, O fear and tremble .exceeFar 
ingly to be without him, for this is Hell o 
Earth; vis. Depart from us, and this c 
Hell when we leave the World; viz. D 
part from me, Lord, thou art my Heavy: 
and my Happineſs, that I may be with theſſſoy, 
here, ſo as to be ever with thee hereafter. 


— 0 : — 


The Soul's Communion. 
1 | F 
'TT. is obſervable; that the nearer thor 

Moon draws to be in Conjunction with th is 

glorious. Planet of the Day, the bright D 

ic ſhines towards the Heayens, and turns fe 

dimmer Alpe& towards the Earth; ſo tf: 

nearer the Sul draws in Communion widd i 


_ Chriſt Jefas, the brighter and mote come 
V it appears in the Eye ef its belove 
iy Hooks and the darker it turns to the Thin 
of this World. He that is Glorious to 
Heavenly Saint, is deſpiſed and rejected b 
carnal minded Men; it becomes, as t 
Cloud did to the Egyptian Hoſt, a thic 
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ight as the brightneſs of the Morning. It 
oni a ſign thoſe Souls move in a Terreſtrial 
cab that can ſee no Luſtre in Celeſtial 


>mb{.ight : But, O my gracious God, let me | 
ot thine bright unto. thee, and ] care ot how | 
ceeFarkly I appear in the Eyes of the World. | 
ell il 4. ee la mir 0 
* Of Chriſtian Courage and Patience. 
eavd} I N our ſpiritual Warfare: it highly be- | 
1 theres us to be courageous in manfully fight _ Ml 


ag under Chriſt's Banner, and patient in 
ling all Injuries and Indignities for 
s ſake; though the Worldling mock to 
e a Chriſtian melting into Tears at the 
Word of God, and trembling at a ſin, yet 
is of a noble Courage that can triumph 
Death and Judgment; ir is not the King 
darm fears chat can appaul him, or rell x 
ſo tif that can afrighe him, but over theſe, 
n widd in all his Sufferings, he is more than 
$onqueror; through Chriſt that loyeth 
xeloveſſÞn he-can leave the World fmiling, and 
Thing'mly fay, O Dearh where is. thy Sting? O 
1s to ve and Hell where is your Victory 2 Whilſt 
ted bf who wants this ſpirit of Aﬀurance to 
"as tier him up, is cowardly, and caſt dow: 
a thiq every Occaſion ; his Conſcience ſtarts 1 
gave dicknels, — go a mortal changez 
Lieu 1gnt Atl nnk him 
Lig n = n 
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der a Load of Sorrow; his Patience i T 
i. loft and his Complaints; a grievous Terrogl, 
& ſhakes his Joints, and Shadows fright hin. 
into Agonies, whilſt the righteous Ma: 
I . is bold as a Lyon, bears his Afiitioner 
with Conftancy and Patience, fearleſs ic 
time of Trouble, becauſe the Lord is hi 

fore ſupport and ſtay in all Adverſity. 


gl. 
No Man truly Happy without Holineſ 
W - WE finda general Inclination in all Me 
to be Happy in their end, but few are 
wiſe as to chuſe Halineſs for their way 
ail would willngly have the Kingdom 
Heaven, and the Glory thereof, yet vet 
feu are inclinable to ſeek the Kingdom 
fi Heaven, and the Righteouſneſs there "N 
' They would have the eaſie and periſhig,... 
Delights of this World and Heaven, at ou 
cheap Rate of only — tor, with 
any more endeayouring to obtain unipea 
ing Glories; though they would like Ba: .. 
am, live the Life of the Wicked, but us c 
ſire to die the Death of the Righteous. | 
theſe are Contradictions not to be reco 
led, for no Soul can go to God in Dea 
but the Soul that in Lite draws near uh 
M - - him. If the Kingdom of God be not ne | 
u dur Hearts, we ſhall never enter i 


itte. 
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Wt ;- no Soul can expect the Joys of Hea- 
en hereafter, but ſuch a one who leads a 
xeavenly Life whilſt on Earth; none ſhall 
enter the Gates of Felicity, but thoſe that 
tread the narrow Path of Piety ; therefore, 

YO moſt merciful God, make me Holy, as Wi 
ell as Happy, that I may love as well to W 
plorifie thee, as to be glorified of he. 


The Miſery of Wickedneſs. 


A wicked Life is ſuch an evilin it ſelf, - 
hat even its darling Delights have Stings 
n them to torture and torment; worm- 

ood and Gall is mixed with every plea- : : 
ant Potion, even the Manna of a wicked '-- 
an turns to Worms e'er he can taſte ite; 
is very Mercies make him miſerable; look ©: 
Wnto his Poſſeſſions, how large ſoever, and 


at ou will find his Diſquiets give him noe 
„iche c ott of enjoy ing them aright; thoꝰ 
* e hay-the pain and trouble of keeping 


hem, which takes from, and not to 
Wis Comfort; or if in ſome meaſure he en- 
I it, he doth nevertheleſs ſo wretchedly : 
bnſe it, that he makes that which foruleas i 


Del ut temporal, for Puniſhment to be stet? 
51 al. Alas / the pleaſures of Sin at beſt ars 


ut for a ſeaſon, and quickly over, but the 
itrerneſs of them remains for ever the. 


ter 1 


1 


_ 


fore, O glorious Lord, enable me to im- 
prove thy Mercies, or elſe thy Mercies will 
in the end but improve my Miery. 

1 way, 


Of Divine LOVE. 


DIVINE Love is of ſo excellent: 
nature, that it is hardly to be exprefſed by 
words as it ought; it runs purely out of it U 

ſelf into the Boſom of the Object that is be- 4 
loved © Divine Love is centered no when 
but in heavenly Minds, never prefling low 
er than it ſelf; it is onl God it loves, and 
it is only in God that it lives in full Per 
fection If this exalted Love is a Beam, it 
s only as it ſtands in reference to the Sun 

jf it loves the Creature, it is only as a Step 
do advance it nearer God; without thi 
Love, even Heaven it ſelf would wane it 
Joys, but this makes a fullneſs inexprefſfibl 
Bl. of all: that is delightful and glorious to An 
| * ind 3 Men- * 3. bis 


7, he Souls Defra. I wy 
A 8 Bees are not ſatisfied with Flower met 


"i nor the Graſs with Dews, but ill requirin is c. 
more and more, ſo the Soul of Man can Adi 
notbe ſatisfied with what this lower We! to þ 


. airs; Heaven 3 isits propye 1 Element: 
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will Chriſt is the Centre of it: Heaven is itt 
breathing place, and Chriſt its reſting place 
it cannot truly live out of that Element 
nor reſt out of this Centre; it is alway 
ſtrugling to aſcend , whilſt impriſoned in 
ics Manſion of Clay, and ſtrugling and ref! 
leſs till it comes to Chriſt its reſt. Lorc 
let me always breath the heavenly Air 41 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, and never let me 
reſt till I reſt in thee, and ſo be eternally 


happy. 
The Prudent Choice. 


CONSIDER, Oiny Soul, Wit y tc 
chuſe thy Portion. whilſt Time and Op. 
portunity freely offers thee Leiſare; conſt 

der, 1 fay, if God be the higheſt PerteRi- 
on in himſelf. and the highicit Good in the 
Creature, then ir ds the moſt Exalted. WII 
dom to make thy Choice of him, and the 
higheſt Duty of the Creztute es ſive jn- O. 
bediene: and Obſervance ro-tiisgipineAV ill. 
If all muſt certainly appear inle looks 
JW nendouz Majeſty, and bow unte im: then 
is the Wiſdom of the Godly 1o-be had in 
Admiration, and the Folly of the Wicked 
to be pitied; and ſeeing this certainly anc. 
of neceſſity muſt be, Lord let me be ot the”. 
Number of thoſe that make choice of the 
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here, ſo that I may for ever hereafter enjoy I flo 

= thy amiable Preſence, and not going out of I aft 
| this World, be found of the Number of 

= thoſe whoſe Folly has rejected thee, and 0% 
| muſt (O miſerable) for ever hereafter be 

excluded thy Preſence, in which is fulneſs | = 


. 
CEL 


of Pleaſure for evermore. | 7 Ge 
bs” | "I 5 | the 
Advantage to be gained by Adverfity. ng 
! | the 


ADVERSITY is as a Touchſtone pr: 
to try our Faith and Patience, ſo that by ¶ Re 
ſuffering for Righteouſneſs ſake, we may be his 
found worthy, and ſtand upright in the lis 

Day of our Tryal; by it we are tryed as ſor 
in the Fire, to know whether we are pure the 

Gold or Droſs, or at leaſt to refine our Na- N we 
tures, and wean us from delighting in the Ia i 

Things of this World; when, as on the rea- 
other hand, Proſperty makes us ſupine, hat! 
| careleſs, and negligent of the end for which io t 
| we were created; it is like an exuberant e. 
Sucker, drawing plentifully from the Root, N ſhal 
| Reals the ſpiritual Sap and celeſtial Vigour, Pra 
that ſhould nouriſh the Soul, and ſo debili · Wand 
tates the. principles of Growth and Life, Yiwe; 
when as Adverſuy ſucks away only the droſs ſtill; 
and dregs, leaving the beſt Nouriſhment 
behind; to make the Soul grow in Grace 
aud all. godly Vertues, that ſo it may 
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On the Performance of our Duty to God. 


O, M Soul, conſider thy Duty to 
God aright, as thou oughteſt to do, and 
then thou wilt be rightly Happy; it is up- 
right with God, when it turns thee into 
the very Nature of its ſelf: Neapolitan is 
praiſed by S. Hierom, That by his continual 
Reading, and daily Meditation, he made 
his Breaft a very Library of Chrift, which 
is indeed, the true Praiſe of a Chriſtian ; 
for when he ſhall fo read and hear, that 
the Word abideth in his Heart, it is as it 


- were incorporated in him, and he become: 


a living Epiſtle, ſo that the World may 
read over again in his Life, what he befor. 
hath read in the World; and when he ſha! 
lo bleſs God as to make himſelf a living 
Teſtimony of his. Praife, every Petition 
ſhall, as. a living Vein, run through hi 
Practice when his Duty ſhall be the Fire 
„that is the on! 
ſweet acceptable Sacrifice ; till Duty is di 
ſtilled into Practice, it is but an empt, 
Cloud; till Duties become as Victuals t 
nouriſh our Souls, and ſupport us in all ou; 
ways. Lord therefore let my Duties 1 
IN 18 A 
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| [> dead Performance, but receive Life from 
thy Spirit; and let all my Actions receive 
Life from thoſe Duties. 


| i 


4H Bleffngs from God to be uſed for Go. 


| 
GOD being the fulneſs of all Bleſſed- 
nels, from u hom all good Things pro- 
ceed, as the Rivers which have their .“ 
Springs and Supplies from the vaſt Ocean bri 
gratefully run into it, fo thoſe Bleſſings that i 
come from God muſt always be employed 
for his Praiſe and Glory ; what is received 
from his Mercy, he mult haveit returned 
i his Honour; the leaſt we can give for 
All the Benefits we receive, of Life, Health, 
Strength, Food, Raiment, and our hourly 
Preſervation, is a grateful Acknowledg- 
ment, with Praiſe and Thankſgiving, There- 
= ipre, O Lord, whatſoever 1 enjoy, let me 
nnd thes in it and ſerve thee with it. 
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| God is to be loved for himſelf. 2 S | 


!. CONSIDERING the Excellent 
Nature of God, and his great Love to 
Mankind,” with all the ſingular Benefits he 
Beſtows on us, how infinitely ought we to 
Move him, tne Author of our Being, and of 
2 r Well Being? Love ſhould always ox 
| | NSA | * 5 the 
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e Life of Motion; that Soul goes true - 
at hath pure Love for its Balance, and 
ly loves when it hath a-true Object to 

ntre it: A gracious Spirit loves God, not 

r the Bounties he plentifully ſhowers. on | 
but becauſe he is all Goodneſs; that 
iends Affection is lightly to be eſteemed” 
at prefers a fluent ne 4 before an 
herent Goodneſs; that Soul which loves 
hriſt for himſelf, though all Obligements 
> taken away, there is ſtrength in Love | 
move and conſtrain the Soul to a bound. Ml 
s paſſionate Deſire of enjoying him. O 
eſled be that Soul, Lord, that is ſo rap- 
red with thy Love, as truly to ſay, were 
ere neither Heaven nor Hell, that Holi- 
fs ſhall be my Heaven, and Sin my Hell 

e one becauſe it. pleaſeth thee, and the 
her becauſe it is deteſted in thy ſighht. 


The Evil of S IN. 


SIN brought into the World with it a 
orld of. Miſeries and Woes, and ſtill con- 

ues them as temporal Punithments here, Wl 
d it not timely repented of, eternal Pu- © WW 
be Nchments hereafter ;ſhun it then as the grea- 

to t Evil, and when it preſents it ſelf, look 
of Pon it with tears; if it attempts to cloſe * } 
be Iich thee, ſhake it wich dereftation from 
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thy Arms, though it appears in a glittering 
Dreſs F for be aſſured, has no other ain 
than to tuin thy precious and immortal Sou 

for iſ it once become thy Maſter, thy W 

ges will be Death; a Death to which al 

the Torments in the World are not compa 
rable; it will detace in thee, all that is goo 
and beautiful, and then, leave thee nake 
and open to divine Vengeance, and thi 
Wrath of that God, who in his Fury is 
conſuming Fire. 55 ä 
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JHoLY LIVING. | 
1 WITH 1 
Suitable Dix Ecrroxs 4 
T O 
By | ak Godly Life in 15 World. 


ſotives and Directions in SF an 


particular, for a Holy Way of Living 


EEING Man, of all the viſible Cre: - 
| Y tion, ftands higheſt in the Favour of 
GOD, and that he has endued — 
ith an excellent Nature, Wiſdom, 
n underſtanding Soul, and an immort 
pirit, ng him far above other . 
and Dominion over theſe lower 
— Beings, and but a little lower thar 
Je Angels, it is highly convenient, and ab 
lutely . that he ſhould not only 
> filled with a ſenſe of Joy, but one more 
ceeding of Gratitude, and a daily AG 
owledgment with Praiſe and Thankſgi- 
bg to „ his moft merciful and a 
e Creator and Preſerver z. not any fy 70 
crc 
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Mercies and Benefits already received, but 
for what, may be further expected in this re 
Life, and thoſe thereby attainable in the un- Nat 
ſpeakable Glories of another Life 3 to be Nen 
raiſed tothe Joys of which, and glorifie his 
Maker, was the, main end of his Creation, 
and without performing on his part, what 
in him lies, he cannot but expect to beeter- 
nally miſerable, and then it had been good 
for him that he had never had a Being. 
NOW to have a Title to God's Love 
and Favour, Man can no ways lay Claim 
to. it, but by Service and Obedience, for Ain 
chough every one is God's Title and Porti- Mer 
| on by right of Creation, yet to ſtand in Ind 
his good Opinion, all the Powers and. Fa 
Wt. 21s BE — 

# Feultics.of our Souls and Bodies, muſt be em. 
ployed in his Service, even all the-Days of 
our appointed Time till our Change comes; 
that ſo when Death ſhall ſer us free from theſis i; 

q ics, And Troubles, Cares, and Calami- 


ies, Attendants on humane Life, in this 
Vale of Miſery and Tears, we may live 
with him for ever in a bleſſed Eternity. 

| IN the Way of Hoh Living, then it is 
not ſufficient that the Cervics of God be 
impreſſed in our Minds, as a Work of ti 
| Heat Neceflity, or ſmall Importance, but 
that daily, and with much Diligence and 


_ * Caution, it be performed and done by u 
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ut God intended it, which muſt be with | 
115 Wreat Earneſtneſs, and an enflaming paſlio- | 
n- ate Love, with Reverence, Awe, and fer- | 


be ent Zeal, panting, longing, and Soul- 
nis Wreathing Deſires after him, not ſtarting at 
n, My Labour, Difficulty or Danger, but al- : 
nat Ways, with a forward Willingneſs, and 
er- Wrefling on to the Mark of our high Cal- ' 
od Ang; we muſt endeavour to improve every 


Dpportunity, and not eſteem any Time ſo- 
ell ſpent as that which is laid out in ſerving 
d good and gracious a God, the rich Foun- 
ain of divine Eſſence, from whom all 


rti· Mercies, and all good Things ſtream to us, 
| in Wnd fo by all the Ways of Religion, holy 


duties, Grace, and Prudence, we may at, 
-Wit arrive at the end of Glory, and ſpring 
p to. Scepters and Crowns in a Kingdom. 
at ſhall never have end; which God. of 
is infinite Mercy grant we may all do, 
d ſo be eternally Happy, through his 
ercies, in the Merits of Jeſus Chrifr, ou 
yer bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 
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| Confiderations on the Shortneſs of Man 
_ Life, and how it ought to be imploye ſe 
and improved in a Holy Way of Living i 
and the Danger. of Delay, or puttin of 
Of Repentance. In 
: di. 
| I is one main Point in gaining Hap wi 
pineſs and Glory | hereafter, feriouſly ti he. 
weigh and confider the Value of our preciffiſcr 
cous Time allowed to ſow the good Seed innit 
that it may fpring up in our well-doing ha. 
aud bring us a full Harveſt of Godly JoyMof 
to ſapply us in our Seiden Need, with A pio 
chat is needful for Soul and Body. 0 
Minds as we ought, and ſeriouſly conſideſ 
| {how great a part of our Lives is taken unſho! 
| in the Needs of Nature, how many Yeayhi 
ere gone over our Heads before we comiſime 
4 d a right underſtanding of the Things thatÞn ti 
belong to our Peace, or that our Reaſon i lo m 
14 * to us in any material Purpoſe, and ent 
0 | Various other Hinderances that intrude iin th 
& | Ipite of our Diſcretion and Vigilance, were; 
ball find che ſmall Portion of Hours, thaſhr & 
0 iremain for the practice of Piety and hohe « 
Duties, for religiouſly walking with GodWood 
ad obſerving his Commandments, fo fewſſſt the 
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and incon ſiderable, that was not his Good- 
neſs infinitely extended to us, it might 
ſeem unreaſonable, if not altogether impoſ- M 
ble, that vile Duſt and Aſhes ſhould ever 
ariſe to the Joys of Angels, to fee the bea- 
Wtifick Viſion of God in Glory, and become 
Inhabitants of Heaven; for the well. pen · 
ding a few Minutes in imperfect Service, 
when the greater part of our Lives has 
been triſſed away in purſuing Vanity, or 
ſerving our inordinate Deſires; yet ſo infi- 
nitely Good and Gracious is the God w. 
ing have to deal withal, that for a few Moment: 
of devout Prayer, and the Exerciſe of 
pious Life, he permits the Seeds of our tri 
ontrition to ſprout out and become 
Prock of Glory. Jie 
GOD hath indeed given Man but 
ort and uncertain time to live upon Earth 
hich ought to be well husbanded at a. 
Fimes, and on all occaſions, ſeeing that up 
Wn the good Improvement of it, all depend 
So make Man Happy, for there is no R 
dentance in the Duſt; none can praiſe hin 
the Grave, but upon this Time. givet 
7rtainly depends an Eternity of Happine 
r Miſery, ſo that for every Minute, 'aft- 
ve come to the Years of: Knowledge 
ood and Evil, we muſt give an Accou 
"Ft the laſt great Day how we have ſpent. 
: f ats 
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and if it be found we have not improved 
it to God's Glory as we ought, for the Sal- 
vation of our Souls, our evil ſpending it, 
or ſloathful neglect, will riſe up in Judgment 

to condemn us, and then with (haine we 

dall be put to ſilence. 2 


- 
i 


A Holy Living reduced to Praftice, and 
what to do. for the Salvation of our 
Souls, and obtaining Eternal Life. 


TO live Holily, and ſpend our Time as 
we ought, conſider, as an enabling you 
to do it, the following Directions, and im- 
prove them in Practice to your eternal. 


Comfort. ef; | 
AST away allIdlenefs and Sloath;for 
I theſe make you like one dead in the World, 
[| unconcerned or unmindful of your State here Id as 
and hereafter ; for the idle Perſon only atio 
lives to ſpend his time, and like a Vermine In, a 
eat the Fruits of the Earth, and:periſh when ace, 
his time of Dying comes; but the way to H Pr 
improye and ſecure our time, is to caſt off fqn 
= oloath, and be always up and upon our ey, 

innen is de 
f IN the Morning, when by your ſell; ow, 
q' think firſt upon God, or ſomething in. orſhour, 
der. to his Setvice, and neither awake, nor urin 


[ 
. 


Wi | . Clos 
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d Wioſe your Eyes, without Prayer and- 
|- Mbankſgiving for the Mercies received. 
t, BE diligent in an honeſt Calling, and 
w Wt the Intervals or Spaces of Opportunity 
e om urgent Affairs, be employed in read- 
2 the Holy Scriptures, and other good 
looks ; Meditation, Prayer, Works of Cha- 
7255 Friendſhip, Neighbourhood, and means 
F ſpiritual and corporal Health, ever re- 
I Wcmbring ſo to work in your Calling, as ; 
Pet to negle the Work of your high Cal- | 


IE | 
A V OID Temptation and all bad Com- 
ny, that may draw you away to fin againſt 
Jod, nor ſpend your time in idle Talking, 
conſider every Day well ſpent, may be- 
me a Day of Salvation, and that Time 
for ily employed is an acceptable. Time. 
AT all times have God in your Mind, 
d as often as you may, put up ſhort Eja- | 
Wations and Prayers; give Thanks to l 
„ and pray for the Abundance of his 
ace, and the Continuanee of his Care 
Protection over you, and in no caſe 
found doing the Work of God negli- 
tly, nor bs found loytering and idſing 
is Service: Let your Condition be high 
ow, for God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, 
our, or high Birth i; no Excuſe for not 
during in his Vineyard, if you expo 
a 3 the 
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them in, as of the meaneſt Cortager. 


all Men, honour your Parents and Gove 
nours, and be friendly, loving. and charit 
ble to your Neighbours, of what rank a 


S your Friend(hi 
;  _ Worſhip with all Reverence,- Meekne 


* crament, by ordering the frame of yo 
Heart aright towards God and Men, aA! 


4 ö 


ges us in doing Good, as the proper Buſi 
of all our Days; it is greatly Inſtrume 


gularities of our Lives, which uſually cr aſed 
in upon Idleneſs, and 
- Tiqus Perſons, and fo prepares us agiihved 


" 
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the Reward; for he requires the fame Ob 
dience and Service of Kings and Pote 


tates, in their ſeveral Stations he has place | 


C 


GIVE Reſpect to all Men, do good ti " 


gh. 
| A. 
an 


and fervent Devotion, preparing your {4 e 
a worthy Communicant of the Holy Sl Z, 


degree ſoever, as they ſtand in Need ( 
Advice, or Aſſiſtance. 


FREQUENT the Places of public 


your Actions in all Things, to your powdr; 
void of Offence; pray in private in yer ; 
Cloſet, and in your Families, - and wiſely 
good Council and Advice exhort the wi] nec 


| _ - Vering, and ſupport the weak, and in ti © 
well employing our Time in a holy way th a 


Living, this Good will follow, via. bim, 

IT T- teaches us to avoid Evil, and engfeng | 
In h 
| A 
tal in preventing the ſmalleſt Sins and IH ma 


ud dir 
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rprized at the ſudden coming of the Day 
our Lord; for he that is curious to ſpend 
s Time well, will not be eaſily unprovi- 
Wd, unfurniſhed. or unready to meet him, 
t rather haſten to meet him with Joy, 
=_ then he knows his Redemption is 
oh, | 


Examination; or trying the frame 


ar { we are in the right way of Living 
Eolil is the fahs. of Gd 


ary to contribute to a Holy Living, is a 
Ser and ſerious Self. Examination, which 

efly,as an Introduction to what elſe may 
'Y neceſſary on Immergencies, may be thus. 


th. all my Strength ? Is my Love entire 
im, and to him only? Do J prieve to 
| engifiend him, and hate Sin, becauſe it is hate - 
Bull in his Sight as Sin. 

rume 
1d l made them my delight always, been. 
y C1Faſed in obeying his Will, or doing his 
and Immandments, or been grieved, or re- 


agared others, doing contrary to his Will 


1d Dilobedience 


{udWir 


dden Changes, that we ſhall not eaſily be 


and temper of our Hearts, to know if 


2 ANOTHER thing exceedingly _—_ | 
D O I love the Lord with all my Heart, 


A VE Ifet my Heart upon his Laws, 


ſ 


. - 


— 


44 Tie Pions Soul's 


—— 


HAVE I taken care to try and ex 1 
mine my Ways, and ſearch out my ſec; 
Sing, that deceitfully lurk in the corner: 

COST 9 

HAVE I been humbled, and brok 
before God my Maker, for doing wha 
ought not to do, and doing what I oug 
not to have done? _ - : 
HAVE I been meek and humble, 9 
tient in Affliction, and not puffed 
proud or exalted in Proſperity ? Have 

taken up my Croſs, when offered with v 

lingneis and followed Chriſt? 
DO I believe in the bleſſed Trinity 

Unity, Three Perſons and One God, et: 
nal, all powerful, wiſe, and glorious, | 

hom all Things were made, and are cc 
tinued and preſerved? Do I frequent Got 

Service and Holy Myſteries, ordained 
the Benefit of my Soul, &c. - 

. DO I love my: Neighbour as my , A! 
do viſie the Sick, comfort and relieve ur p 
Afflicted with my Subſtance, or good Meer 

vice, to the benefit of their Souls and e th 

_ dies, labouring to reſcue the OpprelWhor 
from the Burthen of the Oppreſfor ? Al Go 

to conclude in this, do 1 all the gf hel 
Offices | can purely for the Love I bealfeſire 

| God and my Neighbour ? it theſe, aſſoly- 
what elſe is convenient and neceſſary © 
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y Chriſtian Calling, I do unfeignedly 
| a ſincere Heart, with all Lowlineſs 
d Humility, then what J do cannot bg 
{pleaſing in the ſight of God, nor want 
ics Reward in the labour of Love; but 
I have been remiſs in theſe, or done o- 
Werwiſe, then I have miſpent my Time, 
Wd lived -unholily, and with Tears and 
epentance muſt labour without delay to 
deem it, that I may make my Peace be- 
re I go hence, and am no more ſeen; 
aſt Death and Darkneſs overtake me, and 
be loſt for ever. © | 0 


e h „ 


1 
; 
| 


a 


| further Encouragement to a Holy Li-- 
os | Vin, from God s willingneſs to aſſiſt; 

colll and help us in a + 2 ting State, if 
Gol we endeavour to follow the Example 
ed ll Chriſt has ſet us. LETT 


As for the Aſfiſlance of God, if we do | 


* 

ve ur part in holy Duties, with a willing and 

d A reerful Mind, we need not Joube , for | 
nd Ie that has promiſed it is Truth it felf, in 
preihom is no varying or ſhadow of Change; 
? A God that is both able, willing, and read 


d help us on all Occaſions, if our will 
eſire be agreeable and compliant with 
Wy I and: Commandwents in 


ih 
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Rules he hath preſcribed us, and the W. 
he hath directed us to walk in. | 
IN the firſt place then, let every Ch 
ſtian pray for God's Aſſiſtance in all 
Undertakings, for no Man hath ſtrenę 
of his own fafficient againft humane Fr: 
ties and Temptations, unlefs he be ſuppoſ 
ed by God's Spirit, which is only able 


make him wiſe unto Salvation; and as | th 
nis Will, it is that which his beloved So 
-ath taught us, and did himſelf whilſt Nat 
q vas on Earth, being obedient to tie Wille fe 
= is Father in all Things, viz. Conftanc 10 
i n Well doing, humble in Behaviour, me [ 
= Zeft in Speech, doing Actions of Juſtiq 
and Works of Mercy and Compaſſion; p th 
dient of Injuries, peaceable and*even pr F 
ing for his Enemies, which great and blef'® 
N FA Example he ſet for his Followers to im 
tate, that ſo we ſhould walk void of C o 
4 E nce towards God and Man, taking hee e 
ll with all imaginable care and diligenc uy 
[|] hat we offend not either: Therefore, ft th 
i "ing the Example of our bleſſed Saviou 
4 o is our Head, and we his Members, H 4 
Obedience be ſtedfaſt in all go 
| wks, and our Love to him unalterabi _ 
fering nothing before or equal to hi A 
0. prefering nothing before us, Ii * 
q 


2wn ven his Life a Ranſo for . 


- 


„ — 


* Divine "Ereorhingo. WE 


d if v we truly love God, chas i it may be 
own. 

LOVE does all Things that may pleaſe 
: Beloved Perſon, it petforms all his 
ommands, and this is one do of the greateft 


To ſtances and Ar zuments, that God re- 
Ippaffires of us, viz. This is Love that we 

ble ; Commandments; Love is obedient, it 
as {"ÞtÞ all the Intimations and Sienificaions 
4 his Pleaſure whom we love; it relieves all 
1+ Dar he would have relieved; it patiently 
Vin ters all Things that are impoſed by its 


loved, or that can befall for his ſake. 


* 1 HIS Love, in the higheſt degree, 
uſtichhnſiſts in loving God with all our * 
1: ich all our undivided Aﬀections, feine | 
prall part of it to any Creature but! 
bios of; and this Love is that which 
o ima the Soul to its beloved Object, even 
„t Cod himſelf, which in part, is the ex- 
heeleeding Comfort of the Soul here, and 
end! ill be fully fo hereafter; and to excite us 
e, ollf this Love, meditate as follows. | 
wio 
rs, H Hoh Meditation on „G s Mercies i 
© | | towards us, Rec. , 
ra 

A how boundlck and infiite is God's '\ 


ore towards me, poor vile Creature? | 
That am 1 but Duſt and Aſhes ! formed + 
— con: 
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out of nothing valuable, and yet wha 
gracious God have I to deal Withal? f 
although I cannot add the leaſt Atom to! 
3 and bleſſed State, yet, O wonde 
ul! in meer Love and Compaſſion 8 
wards me ſinful Creature, as if I might 1 
obliged him, or he could not be with 
me, he purſues me with his Favours ar 
Bleſſings, loading me with the Bounti 
of his Love, and has made his Angels 
Guard over me to keep me from innun 
rable Dangers I elſe might hourly fall in 
and other Creatures he has put in Subjeal 
on under me; he has moreover given n 
| _ an underſtanding Will and Memory; 
Body vigorous and active, fit for feve 
Employments ;and therefore, as I made n 
= my ſelf, nor had theſe Endowments | 
from God my Maker, there is all the R. 
ſon imaginable that I ſhould return the (nl; 
cebereſt Acknowledgements of Love 2 
Obedience to his Divine Will, in reſignit 
my Soul, Will, and Affections, to be g 


wverned and guided by him, and to be alt 
gether at his Diſpoſal. Moſes tells us, 
C., were created, and S. Luke intimates, I 
for no other end were we Redeemed, t 
| to ſerve God in Holineſs and Righteoulnt 


* 
* 
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no LORD, ſuffer me not then to tiſſe 
1 ay my precious time, allowed by thee to 
ſe me to a higher State of Happineſs, 
Ja to reſcue me from the Bondage and 
Wrery to which I am by Nature enthrall- 
bat give me Grace and Wiſdom to con- 
Wer, as I ought, the Preciouſnefs of an 
mortal Soul, to ſave which, that it ma 
plorified, is the main efid of my coming 
othe World; let then no Difficulties or 
- Wogers be able to hinder me in my Tra- F 
"Wl through this Wilderneſs to the Holy an® i 
Favenly Feruſalem; let all the glittering | 
mps, and ſeeming Gloties of this frail. 
rd, be tomy Soul as Droſs and Dung; 
it reliſh nothing as ſweet and fayory, but 
Wi: things that tend to its Peace and Joy, - 
Wing it to the Arms of its bleſſed Re- 
mer, who has paid ſo dear a Ranſc 
it as his own precious Life. 3 


ſignit 1 NF. T1 
— ortations and Preparations to a. il 
be af Dying, that we may Live with C "Ml 
us, WEternally. _ MED En 
ip 5 ——: OM 
— O Live is natural to all, but to live ſo 
-ou'S we may die well, and after that riſe to 
mal Lite, is no eaſie Task; for he that 
d die well, — always be looking 


* 
- 
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2 


for Death, every day knocking at the G- > 

of the Grave, and then the Gates of | 
Grave ſhall have no Power to prevail 
gainſt him to his hurt; Man's Life is 
momentary and uncertain, that even. 
cred Writers, and the wiſeſt among the bo 

loſophers, compare it to things of the ſh 

_ teſt Duration, that appear and fade aw 10 
or vaniſh in the iwinkling of an EI th. 
S8. James ſays our Life is but a Vapaf 
= which is only ſeen and vaniſhes; Job cc th. 
* Pares it to a Span long, a Shadow A get 
Smoak ; it is otherwhere compared to fon 
Flower of the Field that fadeth, 
that is cut down, and withers e'er the Tr. 
vening Sun. Hymer terms it a Leaf, I ſelo 
others a very Nothing; and all this it Ag 
and leſs, compared with that vaſt and - 
leſs Eternity, which when it fails, we Make 
aſſuredly enter upon; and yet this con 
Life is all the Talent lent us to trade the 
for Everlaſting Glory and Happineſs, u Ho. 
being neglected or misimploy d, will M Hor 
ever take hold of Eternity, but then it this 
be a miſerable one, worle than ten on o 
= f{and Deaths. Hong as ne 
we come indeed fromthe Womb, and 
clſcape the Perils and Dangers that ace; 
even being born like an opening Mstrer 
Bud, firſt fair as the Morning, and 
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"Wl like a Fleece with the Dew of Heaven, 
* — when a rude Breath of Air has forced 
vide open its Virgin Modeſty, and ſpread 
abroad its fragrant Folds, that Roſe which - 
ſeemed ſo gay, begins to put on Darkneſs, 
ind declines to Softneſs, the Symptoms of 
fickly Age, it bows the Head, and at Night 
ſome of its Leaves drop off, and the Mor- 
row's Sun Withers the reſt, ſo that falling, 
they are loſt in a Bed of Weeds. Some 
ag lin have no other Buſineſs but to be born, 
b CO that they may die; and indeed, the lon- i 
geſt Age is the moſt grievous and trouble- 
I to ſome, for many, conſidering their atten- 
, VE dant Pains and Miſeries, Vexations and 
r the Troubles, may be ſaid to out-live them- 


eaf, I ſelves, and take long Life as their greateſt Ml 
his il Affliction in this World, — - + i 
and THESE things, and many more of the 
we like Nature, conſidered, we may rightly 

* Nconclude, that (beſides ſudden Death, and 

rade 


the many Accidents that wait on every 
Hour of our Liſe to ſnatch it away if our 
will Hopes aim at more tranſcendent * than 
en It this World can afford) we muſt always be 


on our Guard, ever preparing for Death, l 

Aas not knowing at what Hour it will come Wi 

and ſeize our Lives. We ſee daily Inſtan- 

Ie of Funerals and Surprizes ; Youth , 

ing Nôtrength, Riches, 2 Beau 
” 2 


ty have no De- 


— 
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fence . the King of Terrors, n 
Plea will be ſufficient to ſtay his inexorabl 
Hand, Kings environ'd with Armies, can 

not be deſended from the impartialStroke q 

Death, no Guards can keep him off, an 

nothing avail in that Hour, but a Life we 

ſpent; Vertue alone can Triumph ov: 
him; though he leads the Body down to t 

Chambers of the Duſt, for then, breaking h 
Adamantine Chains, when called to ariſe b 

= . the Trumpet's ſound, it will ariſe to Glo- 

and Immortality, no more to be ſubject 

- Death's Power, meeting tlie long ſeparate 

Soul with Joy, for ever tobe united with 

in Bl. 


* 


Conſiderations of the Shortneſs and 

certainty of Man's Life, and Infer: 
ces drawn from thence, always to 
preparing to die. 9 


CONSIDERING the Shortt 
of Life, nay more than that, its Uncerta ? 
ty, ſo that no prefixed Time is allowed} &, 
any on Earth, our Buſineſs ſhould be er ne 18 
Day to prepare to Death, as if we ert. 


— — . — 


| _ certainly to die on the Morrow, or ſoo ; 2 
| _ nd not even in our Blooming *Y outh, ly 


, _ 


off Repentance from Day to Day, to 


+ % 
* 
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ue Folly and Vanity, and promiſe it in 
iper Vears, with over aſſurance we ſhall live 
il then, becauſe fome few have attained 
xtream old Age, and dropt like mellowed 
Fruit into the Silence of the Grave; this 
a kind of Madneſs, for when we ſacrifice 
Jour Youth to Folly, cur Manhood to Luſt 
ind Rage, what can we expect old Age, 
ould we attain it, tobe capable of,but Co- - 
Fretouſneſs and Irreligion, the Bri ars and 
EThorns that ſpring up from the rooted Sins 
ff our foregoing Years. 1. - 
IT is a fad and melancholy thing thus 
o put off Repentance, and not think of 
beginning to live till we are to die, deſigu 
g the Dregs of Life to purſue vertuous 
ays, Which is indeed infirm to every 
hing, and good for nothing, nay even + 
Phat Craftineſs and Intereſt will ſteal away. 
his is like a Man's ſetting forth on a Jour. 
Fey, when Night approaches, the Storms 
beat, and the cloudy Sky pours down Tem<- 
Peſts of Rain, ſo that Floods, Inundati- 
us and Darkneſs beſet him on every ſide 
vedthe way 3 he is to go miry and forlorn, that 
ere is bewildred, and at every Step in.Dan- ' 
er to. be lo ſt. "5: = 
O.SH UN this dangerous Way, and 
onſider yet better, whilſt you have time; 
l. you that are lovers of your Souls, con- 
RR 5 4 gy ſider; i 


9 
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ſider, that being conſecrated by a forward 
Zeal, - and liſted under Chriſt's Banner 
| manfully to fight againſt the Werld, the 
| Fleſh,andthe Devil that all your Time is to 
be appropriated to that holy Warfare, ſo 
ſoon as you ſhall come to Years of Know. 
| ledge, and chat it is a holy Education, a 
| complying Obedienpe in Childhood, a chaſte 
temperate, modeſt, and induſtrious Vouth, 
a religious and ſober Manhood, which can 
bring you to a religious old Age, and in fo 
Walking we have no cauſe to repine, when 
our Change comes, be it ſooner or later, 
changed into a juſt time, to the Preparati- 
| ons of a better Life, and this is truly to 
live, that Death may have no Power over 
us to hurt us. nt | 
II isoneof the Devil's main Tempta. 
| tions, wherewith he aſſaults us, to put offf 
| our Repentance from time to time, bearing g 
us in Hand, that in Youth it is too ſoon to 
| repent, for that will imbitter our Pleaſures 
and Delights in Manhood, for then it will 
take up the Buſineſs of our Affairs, and 
curb us in our Progreſs of gaining. Riches, 
| andflatters every one with a long Series of 
| Lite, wherein there will be time enough 
| that we may ſpare, as then having nothing 
elſe to do or mind, a Time of Freedom. 
and Eaſe, ſequeſtered from all the Hurries 


- — 
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id Cares of the World; and with this 
ecious Inſinuation he deceives moſt, and 
ings them to the very Brink of Eterni- . 
e er they can ſee the Danger; and then 
25 it is too late to retreat. A Death-Bed 
epentance is but a very doubtful Aſſu- 
*ſnce, for that which is forced and extort- 
from us in Fears and Agonies, cannot 
our own impartial Opinions be thought 
be found acceptable wich God, and gain 
the Glories of Heaven, for when we 
ave ſpun our whole Courfe of Life, in 
ning and rebelling againſt thee, andare . 
ot capable of ſinning any longer; ſuch-a -_ 
epentance is involuntary, not of Love | 
t Fear and Diſtraction, becauſe we are 
bout to be ingũlfed in a vaſt Eternity of Ml 
iſery, 'we would willingly eſcape in this 
ſt Extremity, though all our Life long we 
ave been running headlong into it. 
BUT tourge this a little further, which 
us can have any Aſſurance (ſhould ic be 
ranted a Death-Bed Repentance might a. 
ne for our Sins, and appeaſe the Wrath 
infinite Majelty, infinitely offended by 
ur long Courſe of ſinning againſt him) 
hether we ſhall at that time have fſuch a 
ower given us as to repent, but that on the 


of ſinting, 


— 


ontrat y, by a habitual Cuſtom oſ 
Hearts may be fo hardened, as not to- 
0 : . C 4. 5 „ «a be t 


| 
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laſt you awake, you awake to Miſery . 1 


' Dr ever. F 
| We : i | Ps ; 
ievell'e State of a departing Soul under the”. 
ning} Agontes of Death, as it refers, either 
takeÞ to their being miſerable, or happy af- 


pen ter this Life. | | 

CES dc | | 3 
Son As a Man dies, fo ſhall he be found in 
d inB.i-ment, he that has lived to die in a  'M 
r hiicked State, ſhall be miſerable, and he ] 
VeltBze has lived to die well, ſhall be happy 
nan th of them in their ſeveral Stations, tu 
with Eternity; and of the dying of theſeT 1 
Lartſall give brief, but very movir. Circum- 
Pralppnces, worthy: to be heeded of all Chri- 
mnin2Bns, FR EB 
one ASSING over the Troubles and 
theirſtins that attend a ſick and dying Man, 1 
theyBme nearęr, and firſt to him, who ſpen- 
eters his Life wickedly, is now on the -- Wl 
haveſink of the Grave. If this Man has 2 - 
oughoſe of gphat he is undergoing and to ſu- 


Yo 8 LEAR 1 hd ks aan. & on. od, * . 


Ae. or har he may expect to be his Por- 
s theſfain theother World; then we may ima- - 


the Terror of his abuſed Faricies,. -. 
e they fee affrighting Shapes; and be- 
Slew le they fear them, they feel the Gripes 
ben nern Spirits, I the an of 1 
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nothing availing, then ſhall he look f 


| "ſome to have pity on him, but there is 


and the fear of future Pains, the Senſe 


1 nal Spirits, conſigning him to the eter 
j his Guide, and the Holy Spirit he has 
| _ . Conſcience for his Teſtimony, and Chn 


'* left-in Priſons of the Earth or Air, in 


Judgment, at which time he ſhall be bro 


5 
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Soul from the kind and eloſe Embraces 1 
the Body, calling to the Grave, and haſte 
ing him to Judgment, exhibiring larg 
Bills ef uncancelied Crimes, and awake 
ing the amazed Conſcience, that Sin 
long had lulled aſleep, breaking all | 
hope in Pieces, and making Faith uſzle 
and terrible, becauſe his Malice was gre 
— againſt his Redeemer, and his Chari 


4 _ 


— 


"A 


Man dares be his Pledze, no Man « 
redeem his Soul, which now feels wh 
once it feared, not then the Tremblin; 
and the Sorrow, the Memory of paſt $ 


an angry God, and the Preſence of inte 
Company of al the damned and accurſqrou 


Spirits in the Regions of Woe and endidſon{ 
Lamentation; then he wants an Angel i 


often grieved for his Comfotter, a goo 


for his Advocate, and ſo he dies, and 
-cret and undiſcerned Regions, to wet 
and tremble, and infinitely to fear i 
coming of the great and terrible Day 
up 


— 
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ch to change his Condition intova-fars ” } 
bre, where he ſhall for ever feel more 
an We can believe; or Tongue can utter: 
n woe to thoſe that follow the Ways of 
laam for the Reward of Unrighteouſneſs. 
But wich a good Man, who has lived 
ll ro die well, it is far otherwiſez ane -- MM 
at hath lived innocently, or made Joy a Wl 
aven at his timely and effectual * 9 
ce, on yan wn ery holy Jeſus. :> 
perouſly, . and for whoſe. 
tereſt the holy Spirit makes Interpellati- - | 
s with Groans and Sighs unutterable, and *- ll 
whoſe Defence the good Angels drive a- 
y the evil Spirits that would trouble and 
urb him on his Death-Bed, fo that his 
ind being quiet, and calm as a Har 
ternon Sea, his Joy apparently breaks fortn 
curlFrough the Cloud. of Siche, and ha 
endiFonſcience ſtands juſtifying him, con- 
zel ming the Glory of God,:owning ſo mum 
has tegrity that it can aſſuredly hope for- 
1 gordon, and obtain it; ad when che 
Cloak of Death ſets it free from the Body, 
and Ye Soul goes forth, rejoicing, firſt into Li- 
in rty, and then into Glory; chen it is atv + | 
welinite Refreſhment to him to remember 
ar i the-Comforts of the good Life, he has 
ay N en Earth, which has paved his Way ta 
rouggesven, procuring him a Portion anck la- 
ritance in his bleſſed Redeemer, entring . 
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3 co take Poſſeſſion, when the veil of thi 
|  Lifeis rent, and the Priſon Doors ſet oper 
at the Preſence of the Angel of God. 
= THUS the Soul goes forth full « 

Hope, ſometimes with Evidence, but a 
ways with Certainty in the thing, and i 
ſtantly ic paſſes into the Throngs of Spirit | 
| Where Angels meet it, ſinging Triumph: 
and the Devils approach with malicious an 
vile Purpoſes, as deſirous to lead it awa 
with them into their Houſes of Wailing and 
Sorrow); there the Soul ſees things it neve 
law, and hears Voices it never before heard 
there the Devils charge it with many Sin; 

and the good Angels remember that them 
ſelves rejoiced when they were repented ol 
and blotted out, and ſo bear the juſt Sol | 
| forward, becauſe the Lord hath anſwere 
for it; chen the infernal Spirits rage anFicat 
gnaſh their Teeth ; they ſee the Soul chafffft is 
ad pure, andare aſhamed they fee it peniſÞy / 
tent and deſpair; ſo the Soul paſſeth offfclt i 
and rejoiceth, ſcorning its implacable Ent bing 
mies, and triumphing over them, being bert 
curely carried into the Boſom of the Lon. E. 
| where it ſhall reſt till its Crowns are finiſheſ . 
and its glorious Manſion prepared, and thaſor t 
it hall ſing and feaſt, and rejoice and waggows 
lip for ever and ever. And thus thallÞace 
be done to the Man that feareth 8 5 
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3 ETERNITY, how#t is termed,and its 
pet boundleſs Infinitude, with. ſome Simi- 
Sin lies moving us ſo to live, as to enjoy Ml 
a bleſſed Eternity,  . mn 
TERNIT 7, though it conſiſts but. 
were of Four Syllables, is a Word in Signi- 
> anication of the largeſt Extent imaginable, 
chaſiifſe is that which cannot be comprehended 
t penſÞy Angels or Men; nothing but God him- - 

elt is capable of n it is a 
bing without Beginning or End, and 
Sherefore uſually called from all Eternity to 
| Eternity, and is branched into two Parts, 
iſhe@Þiz. An Eternity of Happineſs or Miſery, WM 
For though this Lite, and the Joys 6r Sor- | 
owsof it are meaſured out by a ſhort 
pace of Time; that which is to come, pail. 


d of 
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es beyond all Time, for in it Time is ſwal. 
lo ved up in Eternity, as ff it had never 
had a Being. X | 
WHEN at any time we make mem i- 
on of, Eternity, we ſpeak always in ihe 
| leaſt, but ae never capable of ſpeaking 
too much of it, yet happy is he who has 
it always in his Mind to good Purpoſes, 
though whatſoever is ſaid or imagined 
comes very ſhort of it, for there is no Com- 
[| pariſon of any thing we can frame or ima- 
gine to be compared with it; for take 
= from it whatever you. will, to the higheſt 
Number, it is ſtiil the fame, it ncither en- 
Wl creaſes by Addition, nor diminiſhes by 

Subſt raction; could we ſubſtract from it 
ſo many Years as there ace Sands or Drops 
of Water in the Sea, they would ncthing di- 
miniſh ic; though they are far above num- 
bring, and if as many Years were added to 
ie, they would ſignifie nothing, for it 
would be ſtill the ſame, for it is without 
hy Number, and without End, and till: re- 
mains Eternity. If he who is ina miſe- 
rable Eternity or damned State thould every 
S Year weep a Tear till they equalled the 
Waters of the Ocean; alas! it would bear. 
no Compariſon to Eternity, though ſo man eaſ 
Millions of Years not to be numbred paſſedſpeſſe 
for Eternity would then be a Beginning Thot 
. | 45 | muCc 
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Divine Bzeat 
wch as at firſt, and che Miſeries of thoſe 
hat are ſo unhappy as to be under the 
rath of an eternal God, in the Dunge 


— 


d their Mortal Breath, they ſhall ſti:1 be 
Worm never dieth, nor the Fire is not 
quenched, when Ten thouſand Millions 
of Mihions of Yeais are paſt, they ſhall 
wally, unutterably and eternally, from 
Ind erer. 

ET E RNITY is compared to around 
Orb, that cannot be ſaid to have any End, 


always circling, and never coming to a 


empty the 


wi 2 as vain a Task as for any to think to have 
re- n End of eternal Mileries, that by their 
niſe · Careleſsneſs and Negligence in this Life. 
veiy lunge themſelves into them; and indeed, 

the. bleiſed Eternity would be attended with 


Stars and Sorrows, if when the Joys and 
Neaſures of Heaven are once taſted, the 
eſſed Souls ſhould be poſſeſſed of a 
2 Thought that they would ever have End, 


uch * 


ns of Woe and. Sorrow, be as far from 
nding as they were when they firſt reſign- 


dne Million of Years to another for aver 


eriod. If a little Bird ſhould attempt to 
dea. by every Day carrying a- 


hings. ; Sz. 


burning in the everlaſting Lake, where the 


de fill irreverſibly. in the fame State conti- 


o a Serpent that involves it ſelf in it ſelt, . 


ay a dropof Water in her Bill, it would 


WW - ſtart at the Thought; of lofing what thi 


| other be perpetually in the Regions o 


from it, nor penetrate into that which i 


dure to tire it ſelf in the ſearch of tha 
8 - which cannot be found out; but let us ref 


| and let us force our Underſtanding to the 


AM 
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it would imbitter their Sweets, and diſtur, 
their happy Reſts, make them uneaſie ant 
unquiet in the Land of all Bleſſedneſs, an 


have toiled and earneſtly laboured for; by 
| chis ſhall not be, for as long as God is God 

fo long ſhall they be happy, and the oth 
miſerable, the one ſhall ſhine as the Sun i 
the Kingdom of their Father, and th 


& . Darkneſs and Horror. | ; 

| BUT this ſeems wonderful and ſtrang 
to humanUnderftanding; and it does ſo, be 
cauſe our Imagination cannot conceive it 
it cannot reach to what is ſo far removed 


infintte, for that is impenetrable, and thif* , 
is the Reaſon our weak Underſtanding i. 
ſo hardly drawn to the Conſiderations of 
Eternity, becauſe it bluſhet in a ſort, and i 
aſhamed, or elſe for indignation cannot en 


move this fooliſh and ſhame facd Modeſty, 


due and ſerious Contemplation of Eternity 
and let it be our daily Exerciſe ſtill t 
be meditating upon the Similitudes tha 
may in ſome ſort ſhadow it eut and pre 
ſent· it to us, and ſo ſhall e 


— 


* * 
1 


e will. . \. 

IMAGINE then ſo many Millions 
Millions of Years as it is poſſible for 

e Mind of Man to conceive, we ſhall 


, ant 
thi 
» bu 
God 
othe 
un! 
1 the 


ns 0l 


Eternity, the Years of Eternity are far 
ore, infinitely more; this is certain, and 
ithout all Controverſie. Simonides being 

anded by Hiero King of Sicily, what 
4 was? demanded ang to Conſider, 


d after that many others, and the further. 


ſearched into this unfathom'd Depth and 
found Myſtery, the more he found him- 
Nef at a Loſs, his Reaſon and Underſtan- 
g more bafled and put to the foil. So is 
ith thoſe that will tooliſhly go about to 
prehend the Bounds and Limits of 
.@rzity, which is without Limit or End; 
"| when we conſider it, we ought fo to 
ſider, that it may turn to our Good in 
Ing well, ſeeing upon a ſhort time here 
dwed us to ſpend, the Happineſs or Mi- 


eſcribe Eternity, tells us it is altogether, 
at once the entire and perſect Po ſſe ſſion 
Life that ſhall never have End; and Pla- 


4 

| pre 

mi ine diſcourſing of Heaven in one of his 
| Sermons 
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y a is, ſay we what we can, think we what 


come ſhorr of the Meaſure and Length 


of it depends. Boetius, undertaking 


oncerning God, ſays, What be is I know {© 
what be i; uot that I know ;. and S A. 


5 
4 
* 
1 
9 

L 


| - periſh and come to an End, though 
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8 


Sermons. ſays, We may more eaſily findſ{; 
what is not there, than. what is, for alluMy, 
redly there is neither Grief nor Sorrow, 
nor Penury nor Detect; no Diſcaſe no, 
Death, nor any Evil; and fo may we ſa 
of Eternity, for whatſoever in his Life u 
either ſee with our Ey es, or let in by our ou 
ward Senſe, that is not eternal; for 1 
Tbingatbat are ſeen, laith S. Paul, are Temporal 
_ ihe Things which are not ſeen are Eier 
nal. 

HEN CE we may truly ſay, that Ric 
es, Honour, and all the viſible Things 
this Life are Tranſitory, nothing Eteinal 
no one can point at any thing that ſhall n 


fooliſh are wont to inſcribe on Monumen 
and Pyramids, viz. in eternal Memory « 
ſuch a one, or ſuch a thing; and ſome 
Trouble. and Pain complain, it is wichouf 
End. But alas! thefe Efernities are butt 
fling and momentary to what is really E 
nity, and a Man miy comprehend them v 
a few Words; but that which is reaily H 
we muſt come infinitzly ſhore of undef}, 
ſtanqing it; for as S Auguſtine ſays of 7 
ternity, thou ſayeſt whatloever thou wil, , 
but it is becauſe thou canſt not ſay all, lain 
then what thou wilt, that ſtil} tbou may; f 
have ſomething to think which thou ca =. 


\ 
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— —— — — 


Divine Bꝛeathings. 67 


ay; and Triſmegiſt us tells us, the Soul 
Man is the Horizon of Time, and E- 
1, for it is immortal, it is a Partaker 


8 noÞE:e>»ity; and for as much as it is infuſed 
e od into the Body, ic is a Partaker of 


e, adding, that God is an intellectual 
ere whole Center is every where, and 
cumference no where, becauſe his 
elty and Immenſity are terminated no 
ere; and ſo may it be laid of Eternity. 


w the Conſiderations of ETERNITY 
Abt to oblige us to a fpeedy Reper- 
ance, and the Amendment of our 
tves, that ſo we may eſcape being 
ternally miſerable. | of 8 


find many Paſſages in holy Writ which 
ity, that good Men made it their chief 

ne's to meditate on Eternity; we find 
David complaining of the breaking his 
It. when he ſays his Eyes bave prevented 
| Night Iatches, Pal. 119. 148. and a- 
©, thou boldeft mine Eyes waking, I am ſo 
Wed iba I rannt ſpeak, Pſal. 77. 4. and 
at was al! this for, why in Pſal. 57. 5. 
Wainly tells us, viz. I ve conſidered the 
F old, and the Years of ancient Times, 
the Years of Eternity I have had in my 
| ; Ee Mind 


— ., 
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und. This was the weighty Con'ider: 1. 


on that broke his Reſt, viz. when he cor 


pared the Years that were paſt. with d 
Tears that were to come, and with Ererniſ 
This Conſideration made him always ( 
his Guard. and earneſt in Prayer to Goff 
that his Lot might fall in a fair Land, th 
he might have his Redeemer for his In 
ritancs in a bleſſed Eternity, and when 
thought on ſo fair a Portion he rejoice 
Vet not without Caution and Fear, for 
ſays, 1 call to Remembrance my Song in ni: 


Mage, I commune with my own” Heart, aff... 


my Spirit made diligent | Search; and yet Hr u 
all this, ſometimes he found Clou ds 1 


ns . oC. Ty : ze C 
dai WIIts UGLIUES US ac of his 3 


Which makes him cry out in a trembli 
manner, vis. Will the Lord caft off 

ever, and will be be favourable no more? | 
Mercy clean gore for ever? See in this hi 


he fears and trembles exceedingly at g L 
Conſiderations of Eternity, how even Id a 
Man, appointed by God himſelf, and fon t 
ſaid to be after his own Heart, is atraidfll to 


God's Judgments, leaſt his Sins ihould res 
- him, under the Weight of eternal Punſſis W 
ment; and a little after, we find him . in 
riouſly promiſing, not to delay or put offfſth 
Repentance, not to run any further He 

zard of loſing a blefled Eternity, vile He 


—— 
—— 


* 


ide bis in my Infirmi:y, but nom I will remem- 


e col 4c. That is, now I will begin to con- 


ich ier my Ways aright, and not put off my 


+" S&»entance a Moment longer, leaſt Death 


Ys Gt a Period to the ſhort time I have to 
o Golf here, and my entrance upon and-con- 
d, Uuance in Eternity be endleſs Miſery. 

s In How then ought every one of us ſinful 
hen teatures to be every Day, tay every 


Joicqhour to be thinking and meditating , 
for Eternity, to ſtop us in the carreer of 
in ning, and make us ſet about a ſpeedy and 
, Icere Repentance ? Let every one conſi- 
* r with himſelt, if he be able or not to dwell 


me th the everlaſting Burnings, to hold an 
mbl Hell; but ſeeing none would willingly 
I. ide this, then it is highly neceſſary, ſee - 
1 


his HMfanner of Endeavours, by Prayer, Faſt- 

at I Humiliation, Acts of Love, Charity, | 
en d all the Holy Duties enjoined by Reli- 
nd Fon to eſcape it, that ſuch an Eternity may 
trail to our — as may far exceed in Plea- 

uld res as it does in Space, all the Glories ot 
Punſis World; if thoſe of all Ages were uni- 

m A in one, the very Thoughts of which, 


Ich any Aſſurance, will give us an earneſt 
Heaven , whilſt on Earth. This was 
Hope and Confidence of all the Saints, 
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2rnal State in the unquenchable Flames 


g all muſt enter upon Eternity, to ule all 


Martyrs 


OO. — —U 
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Martyrs and Conſeſſon; this made 
defpiſe Ignominy, Reproach. Inpri 
ments, Tortures and Death, in its 
cruel and affrighring Shapes, runnin 
the Flames, and not accepting Deliver; 
on the wicked Terms their Enemies pr 
ſed them. This Hope gives all good 
Courage, Conitancy and Patience, 
- whilſt the Years of g bleſſed Eternit) 
their Mind, all this Life ſeems bur þ1 
ment of Trouble and Sorrow to the 
neither Hunger, - Thirſt, Nakedneſc 
I Trjoulacion can change or alter their 
. folucion in travelling through the dange: 
Wilderneſs of this temporary World, te 
Heavenly Canaan, the new Feru a 


Fir 
built without Hands, — 1 in the h f 
ell Heavens . 


T-O_conclude, Have always Erers 
fore your Eyes, and you will never I 
amiſs. 
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= RE ATISE. 
al OF THE 

7 Nature and 1 
the O F T HE. 

8 | AND 


eruſal Firſt, Of its Exiſtence , hs : 


he and being a Subftance' whilſt in 
ern] the Body, and encumbered with. 


lever an _ X \ 


— 


of # the Bxiftenc if 0 4 Soul, Kc. 


T conſiſts in the former being enno- 


led with a rational Soul, enabling him to 
iicern Things 2right, and rendring him 
apable of an incorruptible Mortality, for 


＋ 


HE Diſtinction God has made : 
between Man and other Creatures, 


4 


h 
W333 3 


Wo Evil, Truth and Falſhood, and in her on 
Nature reliſhes nothing but what ſavo 


ces and Spiritual Motions of divine at 


on her by the inordinate Incroachments 


the Earth, as earthly, ſo the Soul offi y 
Man, even whilſt impriſoned” in its clay :: 
= Manſion, ſtruggles and preſſes upwards it 

Wards Heaven, as its native Place, when 


it reaches at with longing Deſires, and 
uneaſſein it Confinement, as deſirous ton 
turn to God that gave it, unleſs clogged a 
polluted with groſs and earthly Sins, t 
weigh tt down, and hinder its acti 
Wings from ſoaring to its proper Regia 
which ſhows her to be of an immortal Ra 

not faſtly linked to time, but to Ererni 
with which ſhe only conſiſts, The $ 
in Man is the true Diſcerner of Good ar 


of Heavenly and Divine, ſhe is not fed wi 
theſe groſs Elements, not nouriſhed-wilff or 
Things that go into the Body, but wid; 
Angels Food, ths hidden Manna, the Gr 


eſſential Bleſſings, ſtarting and ſickning 
what is diſagreeable to her Nature, whil 


the holds her Innocency and Purity, uch 
mixed with carnal Defires, unlawful Luſſi of 


atid ſich other Incumberances thrown u 


| theFleſh, orherwiſe God is only the Se 
Centre and Circumference, and is of 


* 


»» __ 


rd If an immaterial Subſtance, diſtinct from 
of e viible Body, and of this and its Im- 


lay: ortality thus conſider. * 


ds MIt is granted by the Wiſe and Learned 


vih'Yen. That ſince things are deſtroyed on- 
and by their Contraries, that thing which 


Sh Reaſon and Experience do every where 
rm) but a human Soul is not ſubje& 
A Contariety, therefore ſuch a one can- 


ternpption may be known Two Ways; 
e It, Becauſe all the Contrarie ties that are 
od aq d within our Cognizance, do ariſe out 
Tr Ofithe Primary Oppoſition of Rarity and 
[ay0! nſity, from wich che Soul being abfo- 
2d Wkly free, is ſo from all which groweth 
d wiß of that Root; and Secondly; We may 
it WiSire our Souls can receive no Harm from 


1e Gn ra iety, ſince all Contra: ies ars ſo far 
ne a 


ning 
 Whil 


TY, 
id Lu of admitting, Experience teaches us, 
n i ſuch Thoughts are changed in her, 


rʒ and as for Contradiftion in Thoughis, 


nents out any Prejudice to her Subſtance , 
ne Se. being Accidents , and having their 
is of Kcariery between age in her, 


* 
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In no Contrary, is not ſubject to De- 
uc ion or Diſſolution, (which Principle 


be annihilated; the Truth of the Al- 


hurting her, as contrariwiſe, the one 
deth her in the Contemplation of the 


ch at different Times our Soul is capa- 


— 
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but no Oppoſition at all to her, whichi 
only the Contrariety that may have Powe 
to harm her; and cherefore, whatſoever ( 
ſuch contrary Thoughts be in the Soul ( 
Man, pertaineth no more to her Subſtano 
than it doth to the Subſtance of a Bo 

| Whether it be here or there, on the Rid 
hand, or on the Left; and this may fi N 
ice to ſhe w the Soul's Immortality, whi 4 
importeth no more than to ſhew, that t 
Cauſe of other Things mortally do n 1 
reach her. ov 

= BY what has been ſaid, we find tet 
WW Truth is the natural Perfection of the Ser 
of Man, and that ſhe cannot be aſſured r 
Truth otherwiſe than naturally, by EH <2! 
dence; and therefore it is manifel}, thi" F 
Evidence of Truth is the full complf be 
Perfection at which the Soul doth aim; ede 
15, that the Soul of Man is capable of ent 
abſolute Infinitude of Truth or. Evidend wh 
and to theſe Two I ſhall add one thiff'<'< 
more, paſt all Contradiction; and the ch 


fore, not needing Evidence, viz. That e Fit 
2 M ious 


A Man or Woman the Soul is a far noh 
| tifice 
2 her 


and perfecter Part than the Body; 
therefore, by the Rules of Nature 
- Wiſdom, the Body was made for the H the 
and not the Soul finally for the Body. — 
Sf NE lief, 


0 


/ 


nl 


is, and how it actuates after it is de- 
parted out of the Body, ſbewing it to 
be Eternal; with Motives drawn 


Life. 


ove the Immortality of the Soul, and 
at ſhe is of an excellent Nature, acting of 
er ſelf, without the Help of any viſible 
o:0r, whenever ſhe is ſo pleaſed toda 
come now {urther to confider, as a fur- 


Je do not, as it is an undoubted Truth, 


which the Soul is carried to that State 
herein ſhe is to attain unto the End for 


4 * ich her Nature was framed and fitted; 
. d Firſt, We may perceive, wichour much 
© of 10us Enquiry, that the great Skilt and 
= * Fiifice of Nature never faileth of compaſ- 
J A ber End, even in her meaneſt Works; 
yew! Id therefore it is a Contradiction to con- 
the Age the would break her Courſe, in the, 
y fueſt whereof Man is the Head a9 d 
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ome Gonjectures what the Soul of Man 


from hence to Repentance and a good © 


af HAVING thus far proceeded to 


Fer Proof, whether in this Life ſhe arrives 
the End ſhe was ordained for or not. If 


en the Body was only made as a Paſſage, 


MPioef, as far as this viſible World cars - 
3 . 


[i 


Z 


=_ 
= 


; 


I 


is che End for which it is made; the Per 


it cannot conſiſt with Reaſon, that in th 


tit that is nct it, but whatſoever js w 
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monſtrate to us. Now what the End is to 
which the Soul of Man do's aim, 1s evi. 
dent, ſeeing the Perfection of every thing 
fection then of the Soul being Evidence! 
and ſhe being capable of infinice Evidence. 


dul 


df 


Liſe ſhe can compaſs it; but che attainin 
of her higheſt Perfection, is reſeived tor 
ſurure State, when ſhe enters upon Fern 
ty, which conſequenily ſhews her to be In 
mortal; but ſince her Actings in anotheF" 
State are beyond the reach of ſhort - ſighiq 
Reaſon, the better to ſet it to the Light, 
much as may be, I will now frame f- 


WU Idea or Conceit of a Soul ſeparated fa fen 


11 ah 
WE find that an Art or Science is adi 
rent to a Party skilled therein, when he bn 
not practiſing of it, as well as when he | 
and the Soul, which is a Being of it .d 
muſt of it ſelf underſtand whatever it =. 
attained, and ſtill be reaching higher oth! 
Knowledge. when diſincumbered fromt oul ! 
Body, as more nobly fubſiſting without . 
Clog of groſs Elements, for then thrern 
can be no Accidents, no Parts, no Add hing 
on or Appendancics, nothing that ftick 9h 
ir 3, pb Soul, end the Soul is all that is wi Ing 


JEW ** 


ben 
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is tollin her, ſothat all that is of her, and all that 
eri, elongeth to hꝰr, is nothing but one ſimple 
ubſtance In fine, Subſtance it is, and 
othing if it were not a Subſtance, all that 
in it bring joined and faſtened into it by 
he very Nature of Being, which maketh 
Subſtance, which is the ſubſtantial Conceit 
ff a human Soul, ſtript of her Body. 


thing 

Per 
ence 
Enct 
n th 


jochahle out lives it, her Joy or Puniſhment firſt 
egins, and continues till uniced with the: 
body at the Laſt Day, never more to ſepa- 
te; and in that ſecond Union all things 
Ire more perfect and evident; this Soul is 
ff a Price more valuable than all the Things 
his World can afford, for our Bleſſed Sa- 
liour comparing it, ſays, What ſhall it profit | 
Man if he gam the whole World, and loſe his - 
Jin Soul? Or wat ſhall a Man give in ex- 
bange for bis Soul! Why, truly the Gain is-. 
othing, but the Loſs is infinite, for the 
oul is invaluably precious, and outdives- 
She World, and all its Glories, even to all 
ternity, and if it loſes it {elf for periſhing.. 
Things, ic will be ſwallowed up in tha 
Hulf of endleſs Miſery, where nothing wilt 
> able to comfort it. O then conſider, 
eing it is Immortal and muſt never die, 
wy Da 0 


LINING | | 
fort TELLS Soul then thus ſeparate, retu-ns- Ml 
tern God the Author of her Being, and as 
e Ie has done well or ill in the Body, ſo as 

| 


is W 
15 W 


* 


CET 
' ; 


1 
1 — 
5 N r 
* 8 
N 7 


* 


1 


FY KK. 
— 3 * fn. ———=—> 


78 The Plous Sun's 
or be diſſclred to lay up Treaſure for it in it] 
Heaven, that parting from the Body, % 
may have Reſt, and again, uniting wich i: 
Eternal Reſt. "Pp e 


1 
* 


7 
p 5 
= 
= 


1 4 Serious Meditation on the Joys 
| 3 of He AVER. 


O M Soul! ſince thou art fo preciff 
eus in the Sight of God and the holy An 

gels, well mayeſt thou conclude thy ſelf 

= Native of Heaven, which ſhould mak 
= thce - deſpiſe all the lower World, and ac 
= count its Glories as'Droſs and Dung, weh 
= conſidering, that here thou haſt no tarry 
ing City, but thy proper Delling ſhoul 


I 
* 


higheſt Heavens. Labovr then with eng 
. flamed Love to ſoar aloſt from this troubl 
ſome and tempeſtuous toſſing Ocean, and 
take to thy felf the Wings of Faith an 
Hope, and fly away to be at Reſt, ſayin 
with Holy David, © Low amiable are 10 
Dwellings, thin Lord of Hoſts! I ling a 
pant to enter into thy Ceurx, there thou ſha 
not only have God himſelf, who is tl 
Fountain of all Bleſſings, but the whe 
Company of Saints and Angels, the Cho 

. ef bleſled Spirits, antheming his Thron 

| . | Wu 


- 


* 4 
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* 


ich Hoſanna's and Hallelujahs, ſaying} Ml 
bleſſing ard Honour, and Glory, and Power be 
ts bim that ſiteth on the Throne, and unto 
Lamb that livetb fur ever ana ever; and 
here, as they rejoiced at thy Converſion, 
hey ſhall criumph ac thy Coronation. Then 
all thy Joy be full, thy Tears (hall be wi- 
ed away, and thy Sorrow, be remembred - - 
zo more; there ſhalt thou be covered 
ich the ſhining Robe of Chriſt's Righte- 
ulneſs, and for thy Credit and Honour it 
hall be pronounced in the bleſſed Aſſem- 
ly, Well done thou good ant faithful Servant, 
cc. Thy Sins ſhall then be caſt into per. 
etual Oblivion, but thy good Deeds done 

n Earth ſhall be in perpetual Remem- - 
rance written fair in Characters of Gold, 
nd ſmell as a ſweet Sacrifice in, the No- 
trils of the Almighty, who will lead thee, _ 
nd feed thee by the Fountains and Rivers 

f Life, where thou ſhalt reſt in Safety 
or ever and ever. O my Soul, conſider 
Peſe Things, whilſt it is to Day, and be. 

iſe to eternal Ages. Amen. 
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A melancholy Reflection on the Tormen li 
of Hell, by way of Meditation. I 


ned 


O MY Soul! prepare with Trembli 
anda godly Fear to take a view of the Sce 
of Horror and amazing Woe: into wie 
_obſtinate.unthinking and unadviſed Wretc 
es have plunged themſelves, and are loſt! 
- endleſs Miſery. O ſtand thou on t 
Brink of Eternity, and thence caſt thy 
| mazed Eyes on the flaming Gulph, Him 

8 Billows roll in tempeſtuous Fire. in Deluge 
and Torrents of burning liquid Brimſtor 
WY unquenchable to all Eternity, where thei, :- 
WO is weeping and wailing and gnaſhing Ih 

Teeth, and no Light but to ſee their Mil,... 
ries eternal , Curſings and Blaſphemingſ; p. 
through ceaſeleſs Anguiſh and Pain, whe 
the Company confiſts of ugly upbraidi 
Devils and damned Spirits, who wiſh t 

die, or be annihilated ; but Death flies fro 
- them, and their Wiſhes muſt remain u 
anſwered for endleſs Millions of Ages, a 
then be as far from ending as when the 

begun, no Beam of Comfort ſhall ſhine u 
on them, nor the leaſt hope of a Mitiga 
on or Reprieve ſhall enter there; but: 
= Hopes are baniſhed, as they are * 
= | rc 


. _ 5 | = e 
Divine Bꝛeathings. 8 
om God and his Preſence for evermore, 
men@\hich Senſe of Loſs is not the leaſt Part of 
eir Pain and Anguiſh, and may bs reck- 

ned the chiefeſt, ſeeing at a liule Coſt and 
zbour in good Deeds, and a penitent de- 

out Life, they might have had endleſs Joy. 
d immortal Glory, inſtead of eternal: Ml 
orror and Pain. O my Soul, to avoid - 
coming to this Place of Torment, put 

dt off thy Repentance, but begin it in- 
n VEntly, for who knows what a- Day may* 
thy Tin forth, of good Well ſpent, or of E- 
who i neglected and trifled away; there- 
lupe, ſecing God is infinitely good in his - 
ſton ature, not only comprehending but_ex= 

 MB-Ging the Perfections of all Things, cloſe - 
ns ch his Mercies betimes, leaſt his Juſtice... 
Mit ertake thee in thy Sin, and thou come to- 


Nth: Place of Torment. 
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UPON'THE 7 
Seven AGES Of Man's Lire Wa 


The Firſt A G E. Fi 


From Infancy to Ten Tears. 5 


/S 
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ry *. 10. Childhood azd Y routh a are Van 
The New born Infant in the Cru elies 


 Ardwhen it ſleeps not, fact Ears With 0 


edt. 
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= a 


ing grown big with fooliſh Sports and Play, 
he fert Ten Years of Life are thrown away; 
be enjoys, rill theſe Ten Years are o rr, 
at Inn cenee which he muſt boaft no more. 


his Emblem, which repreſents the firſt 

Stage of Man's Life, ſhews us the wo- 
fold State thereof, wiz. Infancy, as ly- 
inz in the Cradle ; and Childhood, as 
playing with a Hobby-Horſe: I ſhall. 
contider each of theſe diſtintly, * 


Irſt, As to Infancy 7 No ſooner are we 
come out of thoſe Attiring Rooms, or 
inding Chambers of Nature, in which 
e are cloathed with Fleſh, I mean the- 7 
rk Receſſes of our Mother's Womb, in 
hich we have liv'd, for ſome time, but 4 
getative kind of Life; but as ſoon as oufrt 
ves behold the Light, we give the firſt 
otice that we are alive, by our foreboding 
ties; as it the New-born Infant, in its 
ſt dawn of Life, foreſaw the Miſeries 
at did attend it; and knew already it - © 
e through a bags Paſſage into a haider 
orld: For thought it ſcarcely breathes 4 
e that's only Animal, yet che poer, 

plels, loathiome Condition in which it. 
mes into the World, would almoſt make 
e think its Tears were Rational, . 1% 


: | loathſome and miſerable State cf Man, bf 


= Blood, I ſaid unto thee— Live. This ther 
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= {juſt a Reaſon forꝰ em: For certainly, 
all the Creatures in tlie World, there's no 
fo loathſome in its firſt Appearance, as 
New. born Infant. Hence tis the Diving 
Spirit, by the Prophet, ſets out the trul 


fore Convyerſion, by that of a New-bo 
Babe at its firſt Birth; Ezek. xvi. 4, 5, 6 
A for. thy Nativity, in the Day thou "wa 
born, thy Navel was not cut, neither aſt th 
waſhed in Mater to-ſupple- thee 5 thou waſt u 
falted- at all, nor ſwadled at all. No E 
pitted thee, to do any of thele unto thee, to han 
= Compaſſion upon thee, but thou wall caſt cut 
W. the open Field, to the loat hing of thy. Perſon, 
| the Day that thou wait born. Ard whenT} 

ſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted in thy o 


fore is the fiſt Eſtate of every Inſant th 
| cometh.intojthe World; 'tis Naked; Poofs 

aud Helpleſs, and polluted in its own Blood 
in which, without the Aſſiſtance of fon 
charitable Hand, it muſt immediately pf 
Triſh, being unable to contribute the leafoarh 
Tora. to its own. Aſſiſtance. Methinlff pro 
 'wou'd ſome of thoſe fine Ladies that % 
dreſs?d up in all thoſe gaudy Plumes thſyes b 
Art or Nature can afford, and that noffflies : 
_ think the Ground is. hardly. good enouf6 Inf 
bor them to tread: upon; would yo at 
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eſe, I ſay, but caſt their Eyes upon x 
ew - born Infant . juſt taken reaking 
om its Mother's Womb, and then reflect 
Wat they were once in the ſelf ſame Condi- 
on, as filthy and polluted altogether, and 
unable too, to help themſelves, it could 
ot but a little humble em, and make em 
ſ, wer their Toppings, and think more 
waſheanly, of themſelves than now they do; 
# thiflnd not deſpiſe the Poor, tho' cloath'd im 


. ſags, ſeeing their own firſt Garments were 
r worſe, being at their Birth cover'd with -; 


Fothing-but Pollution, and ſo expos'd unto 
eir View that firſt beheld em. This 
ou'd be likewiſe a fit Sight for thoſe- 
oud Beaus, who, were their Nails but 
ited to their Hair, would repreſent Nebu- 
$:inez2ar, in their Form, as well as Pride, 
hen he was turn'd to Graſs ; who now 
ſo bedaub'd with Eflences, and with 
eet Powder, as makes em ſtink worſe 
ma Polecat : Theſe hardly can believe: 
ey ever were reduc'd to ſuch a State of 
dathſomeneſs and Imbecility. And yet, 
proud as now they are, this was their 
n Condition once: And were their? 
es tilyes but open, they might now ſee them- 
t no ves much worſe ; for though theſe help- 
enouSgs Infants have the Seeds of Sin; yet as to- 
ome ſe actual Commiſſion of. it, they are inno- 


Blood 
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think 
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cent; their Pollution being Natural andſooc 


not Moral; whereas the others are defileFon 


is far worſe than any natural Poltution. 


with actugl Sins and Tranſgreſſions,. whereinſhe | 
there is a real and a moral Turpitude; whidhd t 
ut, 
But *tis not only this Pollution of ou{oi: 
- Births chat renders the Infancy of Man Se {: 
vain and miſerable, but alſo the wretchaſſhrg 

Imbecilicy of an Infant: ftate, is truly dd. 


WW - plorable ; no other Creature is fo helpleſſ ic i 


as Man is, in his Infancy, nor expos'd to ves 
many Dangers ; an infant not being capaſfon 
ble of doing the leaſt thing tor it ſelf, naqy in, 
having any means to expreſs its Wants, bah In 
ſides its Cries and Tears, but muſt be behoſhow 
ding to another Hand for every thing it haany 
ſubject to more Diſeaſes than any othqGurle 
State of Mankind, which very often dt no 
prove mortal too; fo that two Thirds Q ſelr 
the Bills of Mortality do oft conſiſt of late 
fants: The Thruſh, the Teeth, Convulſunpfant 
and ſeveral other Diſtempers, carrying Merle 
em off in the firſt Month; as if they camo th 
into the World only to ſhew themſelveac ati 
and ſo go out again. And if they happeſding 
to eſcape thoſe killing Diſtempers, yet theſſling 
paſs away their Time in Sleep, the Imagd io 
of Death, to which Infancy is more &crid 
= clin'd than any other Age of Man; whihd th 
=_ Phyſicians tell us is occalion'd through Oric& 
Z Ap _ go 


Ps 
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anFoodDigeſtion of that mild milky Subſtance, 
fileFom whence there alcendeth into the Head 
reihe foundeſt and moſt pure Exhalations, 
d therefore are their Sleeps, for the moſt 
wt, without any the leaſt Painfulneſs or 
Joleſtation; whereas, on the contrary, 
e ſee that thoſe whoſe Stomachs are ſur- 
arged, do always ſleep the moſt unquiet-- _ 
And this ſlzeping part of Infancy, vain ]. 
it is, is yet the moſt eaſie, both for them. 
res and thoſs whoſe Buſineſs it is to tend 
don chem, for otherwile they are uſually 
ing; And how unpleaſant is it to hear 
Infant inceſſandly cry out, ang, yet none 
ow for whatwaor how to hel it? For 
t haſþany times it fo fails cut, that though the 
otheurle do's every thing the can to quiet it, 
en dt nothing will effect it; even the Breaſt 
rds Q{c1f is ſometimes otfer'd ic in vain, to 
of Inace it ceaſe from crying. And fince all 
vlfronſptants generally enter crying imo the 
ing Perla, tome have been curious to enquire. 
camo the Reaſons of it; and there are many 
ſelveſſut attribute their Ci y ing to a Natural Fore- 
appeding or Livining, and as it were, fore- 
t theling of Calamities to come; or as if it 
Imad ſome Lilcerning of that miſerab'e 
re ei erld into which it is but newly enter'd : 
whiched theſe alledge, the Sculs of Infants are 
gh dihrfect at their Birth, lor Souls admit no 
go _ | Growth, 


Capa 
„ne 
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Entrance into it. But others think the 
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Growth: and therefore 'tis for want 
bodily Organs that they cann't exert thi 
Faculties: And their divining Souls pe 

| ceivinghow the World is like to treat en 
= thew their Diſſike, by Gry ing, at theirf 


Crying rather do's ariſe from that qui 
Senſe of Feeling, which they have immF" 
diately upon their coming out of that clo 


warm Chamber of their Mother's Womit 


= where not the leaſt breath of Air cou'd con 
at 'em: and ſo being now newly come in 


the Air, the leaſt Degree of it at firſt is grit 
vous to ?em : And probably enough it i 
that the Compreſlion of their poor tends 
Bodies; in that ſtrait Paſfage through which 
they came into the World, may caule t 
New-bora Infant to cry out, as havinerte 
then a vivid Senſe thereof, and being, as 
were, a Partner of; its Mother's Pains 
ſo that its Entrance, as well as its Exit, is aff: 


= tended both with Pain and Sorrow. An ctio 


thus it ſeems we no ſooner begin to Live, bi wh 
we begin to be Milerable 3 our whole Li (pe 
being but a vain and weariſome Yilgrimag *** 
towards the Grave. / . alt 
But though this State of Infancy be e 
helpleſs, and deplorable, attended with fe 
much Trouble and Sorrow, and that MO 
are uſher'd into the World with no othe ch 
, Muſick: than that of Cries and Lament 
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nc ons, yet is it the moſt innocent Part of 


- cheer Lives; in this Age we are without all 
« nMppearance of Evil, and we neither do, 


tenor think amiſs : Eat and drink only at Na - | 


re's Call, and when that's. ſatisfy?d, we 
t contented ; we are incapable of ſiniſter 
quich*i305, and do in all our Actions expreſs a 
* intimated by the Lam:b It was on the Ac- 
ommhunt of the Innocency of this Age, that 
cone Bleſſed Saviour tells us, That whoſoever 


e im ll not enter into the Ringdom of Heaven 44 
ittle Child, ſbould in no wiſe enter therein; 


grit 


it ! 


d therefore he both bleſſed them, and 


enddharg'd his Diſciples to ſuffer ſuch to come 


which him; adding this as a Reaſon, Fir of ſuch 


ſe t the Kingdom of God. But we have hi- 


hich, according to the Diviſion male 
ic ale Ancients, as T have ſhew'd in the Intro- 
Anion, continues for the firſt Five Vears; 


e, bi which we have had ſuch a deplorabie 


e Lil 
wth always in ſuch a Condition. 

we will now take a ſhort Survey of the 
ite of Childhood, which is but a ſmall 
at uhove from that of — + and that 
oihFich increaſes the Miſery o 

nend. ; 3 


ich! 


T 


rfe&t Innocence, which in the Emblem 


ſpect of Vanity and Miſery, that there's 
Ian in his Wits that would choole to 


it is, that it 


ac Ws Firſt Age of Man, to wit, W & 
| * _— 


| live, the more we ſhould corrupt our ſl 


_ Y 
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is more vain than that: For be fore we 
well got out of our Mother's Lap. wel 
take our ſelves to Play; and therein art 
vain, as to doat on thoſe fooliſh and ridgh 
lous Toys, which we our {elves quickly 
come aſham'd of; and in this Age cont: 

as eagerly for Rattles and Hobby- Horſes, 
afterwards we do for more ſubſtantial V: 
ties. How much is it tobe bewail'd, d 
| - Weſhould thus fooliſhly trifle away the | 
| Innocent part of our Lives, in wearying 
our ſelves for very Vanity? ls it not 
matter of Lamentation, that the longer 


and grow more vain in our Imaginatic 
placing our Delight fo early in things 
are without any real Worth, and that « 
bring us no fort of Profit? And yet thi 
the natural bent of all our Minds, unlet 
pleaſes God, by an eſpecial Work of Gr 
to draw our Hearts another Way. em 
ſome have been Converted even in , 
early Age, and call'd in the Firſt Hour Þsr4 
others have been after in the Eleventh. 
which Mr. Herbert Palmer was one, WhK 
Four or Five Years of Age neglected 
Play, and deſir'd to hear ſomething 
God: Mr. Caleb Vernon was alſo anotl: :/ 
who at Four Yeats of Age could 'read 
. Vible diſtinctly, and at i | 

| \ kno 
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wing therein, and had a great regad + 
eto ; and at Ten Years of Age (the 
Year of the firſt Age of Man, accor- 
ig to the foregoing Diviſion) he writ a 
'$ Chiiſtian-like Letter to a Friend of 
in which there were the following Paſ- 
; which I inſert, that it may provoke 
ec young Ones to a happy both Emula- | 
and Imitation. I deſire that my Sou! may 
Pd with the Love of God, being ready fer 
ingo of his coming to judge the Worldim * Wi 
Wteouſneſs, where the Kings of the Earb ü 
tremble, and the Rulers ſhall be aftoniſh d 
We brigbineſt of bis coming, when be (hall _ 
with his boly Angels in Power and Glory, | 
age the Earth in the Valley of Jehoſha- 

O that my Soul was fit for bis coming, 
Wl may be like a flouriſhing Flower in h 
Wer of Eden, prepar d for the Lord Ciriff.\ . 
is a trying Day, the Lord is ſearching Je- 
Sem with Candles, to find out Outſide Pro- 

„ who do make clean the outſide of the 
end Platter, when their bearts are full of 
it, Orhat we might be comforting one ano- 
ith bis ceming, putting onthe Breaſt-Plate 
Lab, and laping afide the Traditions of 
O how neer is his coming! even at the 
: therefore we ſhould be Watching, for we 
not what hear he will come. — So far 
Vetter. . 6 
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J will add another Example or two, 
Children Converted in this Firſt Age 
Man's Life, that, if poſſible, I may pf 
voke ſuch to ſeck after God betimes. 
A Child of one MF. Mix of 7 
when it was but two Year old, would 
to kneel down often, and with his E 
and Hands lifted up toward Heaven, we 
be very ſerious in Prayer, and as it g 
older, would be often Praying by it . / 
and ask feveral Queſtions of its Mot 
pf about Spiritual Things, much beyond 
Age. At Five Years old, in the m. dich 
his Sports, as he was whipping a Top, 
on a ſudden caſt away all, and went tog 
Mother, ſaying to her with much! 
Mother, I mut go to Heaven, will you go 
N me? asking her the ſame Queſtion- thq; 
co0ond time: Upon which his Mother 
werd ., dear Child, when God ſhall pliffre x 
et how Joſt thou know thou ſhalt go to Heav 
The little one anſwer'd, God hath told n 
I muſt go to Heaven ; for I love God, and 
loves me. After which, he never plihe bi 
more, but in about Three Weeks ur I 
Month ſickned and dy'd. uttering n- 
gracious Words before his Death. 25 
Another Child of about ſix Vears of art 
bheing bid by his Mother to go forth to 
met with ſome other Children tliat , 


1 
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two ar and be debauch'd (and ſuch indeed 


Ape 
nay p 
es. 
f I 
70uld 
his E 
„ Wo 
it g 
it { 
Mot 
yond 
midi 
Top, 
ne to 


e are too many) and ſo coming home 


d very foberly, I have no body to Play 
blut ſuch as will ſwear, and they can't be 
Children: To which his Mother ask- 
hy not? No Mother, ſaid he, thuugh 1 
el-arnd but a little way in my Book, yet I 
learn'd, that God will not Pardon ſueb 


To which the Mother anſwering, 
Child, I hope God will pardon them, or elſe 
help thy Father, and Gol help us all: To 
ch the Child reply*'d, Vitb great Repen- 


ich Ne, God can forgive, for his Mercies are 


277 a; but good Mother, let us forb-ar that 
N-TN% 
other 
all pl 
Heav 
old WF herſelf afterwards declar'd. - 

Arbeſe few Examples ſhew, that ſome 
Je been call'd, by God's Grace, even in 
ir Infancy and Childhood. Thus Fe- 
Laab was ſanctified from the Womb, and 


the like Nature, from this young Saint, 
re made, through the Bleſſing of God, 


art Was tender towards God when he 


- thers 


93 
in very ſolitary, His Mother askt bim, 
be did not go t0 Play? The. Child an- 


as Swearing, and taking his Name in 


ch is Evil. Theſe Words, and others 


means of his Mother's Converſion, as 


as Fobn Baptiſt alſo; and King Foſtab's 43 


s but Eight Years old. But of theſe. 
re are but few; in reſpect of thoſe o: 


Vp 
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on them, and curted them in the name of 


dren but alſo that they were Latle Child 


2 / . 
— . — 
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thers that walk in the broad Ways that No 


to Deſtruction. But let little Child A 


know, that it they do wickedly when i 
are young, they cannot avoid Deſtru 
on : A terrible Inſtance of the truth of i be 
is that of the little Children who came 
and abuſed the Prophet Eliſha, ſaying, 
upy' hou Bald. head, Go up. tbeu Bald- bead; w 
wi ich the Prophet turd hack, and ioo 


Lord ; and there came forth two ſhe- g- 
out of the Wood, and care torty and t 
Children of them: Therefore little C 
dren ought to beware, for God will not 
mocked, nor will he ſuffer his Prophets if 


ther to be mocked by them. Pur } 


This laſt Inſtance {ufficiently ſhews 
ſoon the Sceds of Sin will 1ipen; for 
Text tells us not only that they were 0 


who made it their Spoit to mock and 


at God's Prophet. How ' miſerable ther 


this Chüdiſh Age of Man, wherein 
have no ſo ner learn'd to ſpeak, but 


_ employ our Tongue in the blaſpheming 


his Holy Name that gave it us; and by: 


king ot a mock at Sin, verifie our ſelve: 
be thoſe Fools ſpoken of by Solomon, » 
not only tells. us, that Fools make a mec 
fm Prov. 14. 9. but alſo that it is 4 {port 
_ Feolto ap miſchief, Prov. 16.23. 


\ 


S:iben Ages of Wan's Like. 9 


nn, 4 


hat No give you then the full Sum of this 
hilt Age; in the -firſt pact of it, fancy, 
en i neither receive any Pleaſure our ſelves, 
fri give to others any thing but Trouble; 
of o being all the benefit of Infancy, that 
ime, however vain and miſerable we are, 
ng, have no Apprehenſion, nor any ſenſe 
J; uiſiſeot : And as for Childhood, in it we 
ioo do delight in Vanity, and therefore 
ie offjs: can we expect, but that Vanity ſhould 


c-BÞur Recompence ? 


nd t | Ped 
e (Vin or early Days, Dame Natwe's Prime, 
not fooliſh Toys we Trifle out our time; 
1ers Hr too evidently is appears, 

| Dur Vanity mcreaſes with our Years. 

ws 


ben let each pray, In this young Age of 
for Ha. 2 
re ($9 Wiſdom, Lord, de thou my Heart 


(incline. 
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. pack P/al. xxv. 7. Remember not the ſins 
my Youth tor thy goodneſs fake, O Lo 


3 UnbridPd Youth ow * in apace, 
q 4 And runs, like to the um curbꝰ i Hſe, bis k 
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ud if not ſtopt and curb d, bis headſtrong Will 
ll quickly plunge him in all forts of Il. 
7 ch bim but narrowly, and voi ſoon find 
t bether to Vice or Vertue be's inclin !; 
100 J. as you fee bis Inclination ſtir, | 


711 beft know which to uſe, the Curb or Spur. 


JE are now entred upon the Second 
Age of Man's Life; in which (ac- 
rding to the Rules of Aſtrology) he is 
der the Domination of the Planet Mer- 
: And the firſt Fixe Years of this Ten, 
ore grievous to him than any thing he 
= yet met withal. In the former Age, he 
but as it were juſt come out of his 

E ||rſe's hands, and ſcarce knew what it was 
Play, before he fell under*the ſubjection 


a School. Maſter , which keeps him in 
: | t Bondage, that he never goes to School © 
I wich repining, and is never at Play but 
D h fear. And in this whole Age, While 
is under the Charge of another, ic is no 
ger to him than a Priſon 3 and therefore 
= eagerly longs for, and earneſtly aſpires -- | 
hat Age, in which, being freed from 
e ſin] Tutelage. of another, he may become 
) Loriter of himſelf : ſo that oftentimes he 
nes Time forward with his Shoulder, as 
Pere, that he may the ſooner enjoy his 
bis Md. for Liberty 5 when he has -o | 
5 FAC 0 RT . ' tained; 


n the ay: 
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tain d, perhaps he knows not how to fru 
For many times they that obtain their t 
berty too ſoon, do thereby make themſe 4 
the Slaves of Sin for ever. This is the ti 
of Man's Probation, in which he cit, 
makes or mars himſelf : If he gives wayſh;, 
the Allurements of Vice, he is undone ; Nui: 
where Vice is embrac'd in Youth, th bs 
commonly Vertue is neglected in Age; 
where a Tree bloſſoms not in the Spri 
it will hardly bear Fruit in Autumn a 
generally following all his Life-time, w 
he firſt addreſſes himfelf to in his Youſ 
How miſerable therefore is a Man's C 
dition, and how full of Vanity, when 
= future Happineſs depends on the well 
| dering his Youth ; and yet the Philoſophh, 
tells us, That at this time his Mind is t 
mentary, his Fancy fading, his Aﬀedi 
- tickle, his Love uncertain, and his Lil; 
als light as the Wind; the Prime of 
- Youth (as another ſaith) being like 
Flowers of the Pine-Tree, which are H 
tiful to the Eye but unſavoury to the Tan u 
For if Youth bluſhes not at Beauty, Pon 
carries not the Antidote of Wiſdom ag un 
Flatter y, Folly will be the next Haven, : 
will harbour in. But ſetting aſide r 
Philoſophers have predicated on this %; 
ject, let us ſee what the Scriptures ſay I ,z;, 
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0 UF hat it is a Condition wherein we are moſt 
r pt to go aſtray, is witneſſed by Fob, who We 
ale: the time of his Affliction cry'd out, that 
eue 2:45 made to poſſeſs the Iniquities of bis 
eu /; which is as much as if he had ſaid, 
Wa) hou makeſt me now ſuffer for thoſe Ini- 
e; Wuiries which I committed in my Youth, 
» WE} 13. 26. And Zophar the Naamathite let- 
e Ying forth the fearful State of the Wicked, | 
Spiiſſels us, among many other Calamities that 
2 "Some upon him, That bis Bones are full f 
„ Mie Sins of his Youth, And even David him- 
\You lf, though he were a Man after God's 
s un Heart, yet he earneſtly begs of him, 
hen, to remember the Sins of bis Youth. And 
welpen may it be thus with Youth, ſeeing at + 
loſop his Age, Pleaſure is the Idol which their 
I 15 Fouls adore, and which they are in the moſt 
feAiFrmeſt queſt of; running, like the indu- 
s Lilf:ious Bee, from Flower to Flower, to ſuck 
* oſſe Sweets of Pleaſure; but by reaſon they 
like ve not their Senſes exercis'd to diſcern 
are detween Good and Evil, they oft ſuck Poy / 
he Tan where they ſought for Pleaſure. *Tis 
uty » Þon this Account the Preacher ſpecks to 
m Jung Men fo Ironically ; Rejoice, O Dung 
Haves, in thy Youth (ſays he) and let thare 
de ert chear thee in the days of - thy Nutb 3 and 
this JE in the ways of thy Heart, and the ſight 2 
s lay Þ thine Eyes : Solomon kyowe very well that 
, , 2 | — 
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WP 


their Inclinations at this Age would lead 
them to take ſuch Courſes : but his Deſign 
was not to encourage them therein, but ra 
ther to let them ſee the danger of fo doing 
and, therefore he immediately adds, By 
Eno thou, that for all theſe things God wil 
Fring thee into Fudgment : As if he ſhoul: 
thy, If you will follow after vain Pleaſures l“ 
= and gratifie your ſenſual Appetites wit 47 
- -earthly and unctean Delights, go on, if yo "wy 
think fitting; but know withal, that there % 
will come a day of Reckoning at laſt, ir N 
= which you will be ſure to pay for all, fo 
God will bring thee into Fudgment; and there 
. * fore (ſays he) if you will take my Advice 
Remove Scrromw or Anger, as the Margenf 
has it) from thy Heart, and put away Evil fro 
-#by Fleſh: And if you ask how you ſhall d. 

= that? It is not (as if he ſhould ſay) by fol e 
| lowing after Carnal Delights, and gratifj 1 2 
ing your own Childiſh and Youthful Inc. 
nations (fr Childhood and Youth are Vanit) 
| but by 'Remembring now thy Creator inthe daſh 
| of thy ut h; which is the Advice he giv 
them inthe beginning of the 12th. Chapter 
for which he gives in the latter end, th 
weighty Reaſon, For Ged. ſhall brirg evt bh 
Mrd into Fade ment, with every ſecret Thing 

n betber it be Goa or whither it be Evil. 
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Theſe Things being ſeriouſly weigh'd, 
lezdF tis Second Age of Man cannot but appear 
elignll.o be full of Vanity; and: therefore it was 
it tanot without Reaſon, that the Apoſtle Paul, 
exhorts young Timothy to flee youthful Lufts 3 
which that he might the better do,_he bids 
him follow Rightecuſns(s, Faith,Charity, Peace; 
25 if he had faid, The only way to ſſee 
youthful Luſts is to have che Soul fill'd 
. with Grace, 1 Tim. yi. 22 And it we con- 
der how oft en Youth have been led aſtray, 
Fo the Grief of their Parents, and their own: 


Ithem, in this Age, eſpecially, to keep their 
Hearts with all diligence; and yet without 
pod's gracious Aſſiſtancz, all their Dili. 
rence won't do, for the Heart is deceitful 
il & above all Things; and not only ſo, but de- 
Dzrately wicked, fo that there's no know- 


ing of it: And is it not them a vain THUR 


Pro. 28. 26. | 
But let us a little ex?myiihe Things; and 
e ſhall ſee how ready Per ons at this Age 


erehy they might learn what wou'd be 
or their, Advantage in time to come; do 


\ Ex- 2 of” : TOPS Coy” by —— 1 
n " - . 1 


I 


Ruin, we cannot but think, that it concerns Wl 


or young Men to truſt to their ooẽ Hearts; 
It we will believe Solomon, he tells u, 7b“ Ti 
e thet truſts to his own Heart, is a Fool, Wl 


re to deceive themſelves : How many that 
re by their Parents put to School, that 
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by their playing the Truant, and neglea-M-1y; 
ing their Learning, both deceive themſelves oo 
and their Parents; which many times they 
aſterwards, (that is, when it is too late) have 
themſelves repented of. And what can 
more ſet forth the Vanity of this Age, than 
this, that tho? ſo many have trod in the ſame cc 
Path; and always have afterwards confeſꝰd 
it, was an Error, and have repented of ir, 
vet thoſe that follow em will take no Warn- 
ing, but go on in it ſtill}? And vet that this, 
z really the Caſe of moſt that go to School, 
| <yery Day“ Experience ſhews us 
And when they have thus vainly ſquan- 
W- der'd away their time, and neglected their 
Learning, and thereby intail'd upon themſj 
> ſelves the Name of Blockheads ever after, 
and render'd themſelves unfit for any gen-Þook 
teel Employment; perhaps their Friend 
may put them out Apprentice to ſome he 
neſt Calling, and then think they had pro-] A 
vided for them all their Life time: But tholePirt! 
L-Youths, that took ſo much Liberty whenftan; 
they went to School, know not how to un Nea 
dergo ſo ſevere a Reſtraint as they find anſhoy 
' Apprenticeſhip to be; and therefore whe 
they have hardly ſerv'd half their Time $f; 
nor learn'd a quarter of their Trade, theyſknd 
leave their Maſters by running away frompror 
them; and thereby once more defeat on ine 
42 8% i | ZN elve 
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Nees of the Means of obtaining a Liveli- 
ood hereafter, and their Parents of the 
opes they had that they wou'd have done 
ell. And when it is again too late, they * 
ay perbaps repent of their laſt Folly, as 
ell as of their former; and in a little time 
become as weary of their ill gotten Liber- 
y, as of the Servitude from which they +} 
un away to obtain it. Theſe are the things 
hat frequently befal Youth in this Second un 
tage of Life; And yet what can be more 
ain and fooliſh? But if they happen to 
2have themſelves more prudently , and 
ave taken up a Reſolution. to ſerve their 
VCeirfſimes, yet they ſtill look upon their Ser- 
1emſicude as ſuch a Burden, that at the beſt | 9 


> a > 


r 


ifter they are extreamly uneaſie under-it, and 
ook upon their preſent Station as a Bon- | 
age. more inſupportable than that of E e 
o the Iſraelites. 51146 0-3: 
And if we look to Perſons whoſe hig 
Wirth and Education, ſets them a vaſt Di- % 
ance above theſe, yet whilſt at theſe - 
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Years they are under Tutors and Gover- Wl 
ours, they are {till under the ſame Unea- 
neſs; eſteeming Life it ſelf but a gurden, 
ill the Clog of Subjection be taken off, 
nd they attain that Liberty in which they Wl 
rromiſe themſelves ſuch Mountains of Hap- Wl 
neſs; and yet _ they come to enjoy 
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it, are as uneaſie under it. They now 
think chey want nothing but Liberty to do 
what they liſt; but this Liberty being ob- 
tain'd , they come to want a ThouſandÞſO!1: 
Things which now they know nothing of 
Now what can render this Age more 
Vain, than thus to be ſo reſtleſs and uneaſe f , 
under it, for they know not what, or elſe I 
for that which will ftill make dem more 
miſerable? So that the whole Advantage 
of this Age ſeems to be, that they grow 
higher in Stature; but as to Diſcretion, they 
ſtill keep the ſame Meaſure, (but with leſs 
Innocence) as in Childhood. And tho 
they ſeem aſham'd-of what they did in their 1/0 
Childhood, yet has their Childhood as much 
reaſon, cou'd it but look forward, to be 
aſham'd of what it do's in its Vouth: For {{$ 
how ſtrong are their Promiſes, and how WE 
= weak their Performance! In every State HI 
Satan lays his Snares for em, and tho' they IN 
were never ſo obvious, yet will they rather 
willingly run into them, than to take care I 
to avoid ?em. In ſhort, he that patlcs this Wag 
Age with the .greatelt Caution, will yet 
have cauſe enough to pray with David, 
Remember not againſt me the Sins of my Youth, 
bor t : Goodneſs lake, O Lord. En ages | 
And thus Life's Second Stage paſs oer we ſee, 
And ſtill ibe Sum of all is Fanit v. 1 
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ang fom Fwenty to Thirty Vears. 
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2 ; wor; 
% Ui Tian. xi. 22. Fles Youthful Luſts., | 
ut b, 0 Tut hful Ln s dos the young Man irruade;. ; 

which bie @ Goat bus Emblim mast: : 
ng be's unto Gratiſh Lutt inglis d, 7, | 
moſt do by teo ſal Experience tn, 8 9 
in bu Age dont upon Women kind: + | 5 
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- But thus to let unbridled Luſt prevail, f mo 
U but to tate a Serpent by the Tail; mi 


Which who ſo does, unto his coſt will find Id, 
Such Pleaſures ahvays leave a- ſting bebind. Neru 


E are now come to the Third A liſcl 
V VI of our Vanity; in which we müflurt 
behold Man, according to his Wiſh, at fich 
berty; the Age wherein he has his Choi met 
to take the way of Vertue or of Vice, e 
either to chuſe Reaſon or Paſſion for 
Guide: And now his Paſſion enterta 
him with a Thouſand Delights, prepaſ 
for him a Thouſand Bates, and preſeſ 
him with a Thouſand worldly Pleaſures 
ſurprize him; and all theſe fo agreeable 
head- ſtrong and unbridled Youth, that tha 

are very few that are not taken and beguf 
edby them, without preventing Grace, 
their eternal Ruin And what can be md 
Foain than to be drawn away with ſuß 
vain Pleaſures.. 1 im ſ 
For when the Reckoning comes to ke-maſ the 
up; What Pleatures are they that he der 3 
purſues They are but vicious and pol eadle 
ted Pleaſures, which ever hold him inn 
reſtleſs Fever: Pleaſures which at the b oſe 
end in Repentance, and like Sweet- Mee 
are of a hard Digeſtion : Pleaſures that Nano 
bought with Pain; and in a moment periſÞ""8 | 

- but. leave behind: a laſting Guilt, and ld Th 
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morſe of Conſcience: They promiſe not 

much of Sweetneſs before they are en- 
1d yd, as they leave Bitterneſs behind them 
nd. Nerwards. I need not here ſpeak of the 
d AMiſchiefs, Quarrels, Debates, Wounds and 
e mAlurthers, Sickneſs, and other Dangers, into 
hich ſometimes the Incontinency, and 
-Smetimes the Infolency of this ill guided 
$ze does plunge Men: But if what they 
Al Pleaſure, be nothing. but Diſpleafure, - ³ 
Id the Sweetneſs of Luſt, be as an Infuſion 
epa Wormwood, how diſpleaſing muſt the - Wl 
reſe@iſpleaſure be which they feel, and how + 
Ire; Itter the Bitterneſs which they taſte? - 4 
Behold then the Life of a Young Man, 
Sho rid of all the Checks that were upon * |} 
im, the Government of his Parents and * ji 
aſters, abandons himſelf to all che Exor- 
tances of his unruly Paſſion; which like | 
unclean Spirit poſſeſſing him, throws + 
m ſometime into the Water, and then in- 
mal the Fire; ſometimes carries him clear - 
s der a Rock, and at other times flings him 
polfeadlong to the Bottom. He now con- 
1 inkmns the Pleaſures of his Childhood for 7 
e boſe that ſeem more Manly; but, alas: we 
Meley do but ſeem ſo, for the very Remem- 
lat France of theſe. Pleaſures ſhall hereafter 
Ferifing him like Adders, and affli& him with 1 
Ic Thouſand Terrors, 5 though 4 now his N 
od, Tease 
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Thoughts are intent only how to ſatisfie hishac 
looſe Deſires, and take his fill of Pleaſures; it 
to which end, his wandering and wanton 
Senſes will quickly open their Windows toff 
let Sin in, tho? they have no Paſſage for i 
! out again. And the inordinate and impe-Ydap! 
tuous Deſires of Man at this Age, are as inſhore 
ſatiable as the Horſeleach, ſtill deſiring, and ani 
daily craving more: Yet thoſe that giveſrirg 
themſelves up to the Conduct of their LuſtsRuin 
at this Ape, will find their Defires increaſe W. 
vhen their ability to act is exhauſted: and Ma 
how can it be otherwiſe ? For if they ſuffeſhoſe 
 .. themſelyes to be led Captive by their Luſts th 
{ when the Faculties of their Souls are moliÞnge 
ſtrong and vigorous, how ſhall they regainſhey ; 
| their Liberty, when by. an Habit of Sin pet 
= they.are. grown weak and feeble ? Nom 
= certainly, the more a Man indulges his Sinfkenc 
' the. more he. ſhall find it increaſe, and thqd 1 
| more it will gather Strength; for. as I haiFou], 
in another place obſerv'd, d e: 


ben once Sin gains an Entrance at the Deer, 
It ill come in, and may go out no more. le by 


And now What a:poor-thing is Man 
| What a meer Shop of Vanity! hatin the 
Bloom. and Beauty of. his Age, gives hifi 
Strength unto. Women, and his Ways — | 
13 | i thai 


— — - 


hat which deſtroveth Kings! That has ſo 
dle regard to the Conduct of Reaſon, that 
tonſfe abandons himſelf to the pleaſing of his 


Ff}}ole pure and intellectual Pleaſures that are 
Idapted to a rational Creature, and much 
Pore to a ne Creature, he follows lying 


givehrirg him to Mifery here, and eternal. 
uſts Ruin hereafter. 3 0 
eſe} What can be a greater Folly than to ſee 
and Man run the Riſque of Damnation for 
1ffecſhoſe brutiſa Pleaſures. that are common 
d the very Beaſts as well as he; and at 


ey are like the crackling of Thorns under 
im who being thirſty, ſhould. refuſe to 


J thqhd yet drink of a foul naſty Puddle ? 

havF'ould you not think him highly ſordid: 
d extreamly fooliſh ?: And yet, juſt ſuch ; 
that Ko * 


le brutiſh Man, who will not love his God, 
ad yet can dote on a defiled Clod. 

but it will not be amiſs to conſider what 
il be the End of theſe things, and What 
ill be the. Advantage. of them: If Drun- 
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nſual Appetite: And inſtead of rellithing . 


anities. and walks in thoſe Paths that will 4 


ngeſt are of ſo ſhort a Continuance that 
pet? Tell me, what weu'd you think, of | 1 


; Sinfuench his Thirſt at a pure Chriſtal Stream, 


/ i. 
— . [1 1 


„ —— — 
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kenneſs or Uncleanneſs and Gaming, 
would yield a Man any Comfort in a dy ing 
hour, it would be more excuſable to pur- | 
fue 'em with fo much eagerneſs, and be ſo - 
very fond of 'em: But if the End of thek £\ 
things be Death; If all the Advantages we 
mall reap by 'em, is Poverty and Diſ. Th, 
race, and that they impair the Health, 
= ſpoil the Memory, cauſe ſeveral Diſtem- 
F pers, and ſhorten Life it ſelf; and, which 
is. Ten thouſand times worſe, hazard the 
= the eternal Ruin of our Immortal Souls; [ 
may well take up the Apoſtle's Words, and 
lay, What Profit have ye in thoſe things here. 
| of. ye are now, aſhamed ? Is it not much bet- _ 
ter to Remember now your Creator, in the 
Days of yrur Youth ? And then you may be 
ſure he will not forſake you when you come 
| to. Old Ape. VV 


3 But methinks. T hear {ome fay, 81 | 
W Young Man. once did, | 


Tall not to me of what will come to Morrow 
An Ounce of Mirth is worth a Pound of Sorrow 
Trouble will come, whether we will or no, 
Fl ever Baniſh Pleaſure, and chuſe Moe. 


— 6 
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To which, 1 ſhall only return the ame: 
Anſwer that was given to him; 


Then chuſe not Sin; touch not forbidden Things 3. 
Nor ta#te. thoſe Toys which endleſs. Sorrow 
For Sin will ſurely in the End procure, ( brings 2 
Thoſe Pain: whieh will beyond all time indure. 
Repent betimes, Jeſt thos too late complain; 


For there's a Time when Tears will be in vain. 13 


- 


e 
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The Fourth AGE. 
From Thirty to Foi ty Years 


Fer. ix 22. Loet not the dong Man 
e in his Strength. 


To the Fourth Age Man's now arrivꝰd at length, 
His Bones are full of Marrow and of Strengil; 
ir without Grace be Gill goes moe aft» ay, 
| Lice mand ring Paſſengers bat Le * thei] Way: 
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his Corrupt ions with his Strength gets 
d be in Wickedneſs does more abound : (ground, 
us whilſt he weaker Perſons Captive takes, 
IIS. % lf 4 Slave to his own Luſts be makes, 


E are nowcome to the Fourth Age of 
Man, wherein he is paſt his youthful 


gay ſoever, won't continue always). 
now ſurely tome Fruit may be expect- 
: But, alas! how great reaſon has every 
n to complain of himſelf, as the Pro- 
t Hoſea does of Ephraim ? That he is an 
pty Vine, and brings forth Fruit unto 
ſelf; and yet even that Fruit is com» 
d to the Vine of Sodom, and the Grapes 
cof unto the Cluſters of Gomorrah. And 
e is no Fruit brought forth unto God: 
eed what Fruit he does bring forth, is 
imſelf; for now he is caſting about 
to get an Eſtate, and to grow Rich 


te, then he is ambitious. of Honour; 
the leaſt Rub he meets with in his. 
, ſtirs up his i-aſcible Faculties, makes. 
angry and diſcontented, and takes a- 
the Comfort of all his Enjoyments. 
22th, eminent Inſtance whereof, we have in 
Lig, who was a great Man, high in the 
7 s Favours, advanc'd abeve all the 

Nay 28 


Pom, (for Bloſſoms, how pleatant, and 


Great in the World: Or if he has an 


Princes 


00 him that all the Princes of the Em 


Ag 
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Princes of the Empire; bow'd to, and of 
verenc d by all the Servants of the Kin the 
and that by the King's ſpecial Command "6 
What cou'd a Man think H:man ſhou'd de, 
fire more? Or what cou'd render ſuch$"d 
Man uneaſfie ? And yet, one little inconſſs 
derable Affront, the want of a Bow irc 
 Mordecai the Few, robb'd him of all 
Quiet, that he cou'd-take no Satisfaction 
all the Honours he receiv'd from other 
though Princes bow'd before him , 
. whilſt Mordecai did not, it waz all nothi 
to him: And how vain is that Happin or 
that lies in every Man's Power to depri 
us of? And yet fo it does of all the Hz: 
pineſs that lies without us: But let us pi 
ue the Inſtance of Haman a little furtht 
and we ſhall ſee how many Accidents int 
vene to obſtruct our Deſigns; and what 
Tennis Ball of Fortune that Man 1s, w 
places his Felicity in outward. things. 
Human perceiving Mordecai neglected 
rather that he refus'd) to pay that Hom 


gladly offerd, it fill'd him full of Ry 
| and cut him to the very Heart ; for his 
| was ſwelld with Ambition, which tyr 


niz'd more over him, than he intended} F 
have done over the Fews; and ſo torn = 


ted him that he could not telt : The gr! 


— 
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1d & of his Wrath, appears by the greatneſs 


Kind the Revenge he had deſign'd; which 


Hau 


de 


e, that was too ſmall a Victim to be 


uch rd up to Himan's Ambition; *twas no- 


conÞg leſs than the whole Nation. of the 
tra, any muſt be all deſtroy'd+to ſatisfie 
all great Revenge: Nor will he ſpare for 
ion Wt to effect it; and therefore when he 
therÞnes to beg this cruel Boon of the King, 
he may make it go down the more glib - 
he offers Ten thouſand Talents to have 
compliſhed : But the King is more ge- 
dus than to have a Favour bought; and 
efore rus his Petition freely: Haman 
repreſented the Jews as a People not 
2 to live; and therefore tis no won- 


3 

Othi 
pine 
lepti 
> Ha 
15 pl 
urth 
ts int 
What « : 
8, uf Laman having obtain'd this Grant of the 
g, loſes no time, but haſtens away the 


on: And to add more to his Satisfacti- 
has a New Honour conferr'd upon him; 
Ibe only is invited by the Queen to ac- 
Spany the 8 at her Banquet; and 
not ohly the firſt time, but the ſecond 
: From whence he goes home with the 
torn Flt Aſſurance imaginable. But all this 
e gi Addition to his Honour was worth 

1 WE nothing, 


not to take away the Life of Mordecai 


that Abaſuerus is ſo willing they ſhould 


with Letters to put the Decree in Exe- 


goes the next day to the King with a del 


Workings of Divine Providence, who 


and what Confuſion was H:iman fill d wit 
at this unexpected Accident! And be 
were all his Meaſures ſpoil'd hereby! Aater 


8 
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| el 
nothing, whilft Aordecai reſus'd to pay ¶ An. 
Hemage; the want of a poor Bow Mf 
him, was an allay to all his Happinels, af, , 
fill'd him full of Wrath and indignation; Nis {; 
mitigate the boyling whereof, He reſoly b 
Mordecai's Death ſhall precede the geneſte it 
Deſtruction of bis People; and therein a: 


to have him hang'd immediately: But | 
ſtead thereof (ſuch are. the infcrutat 


ways to us are oft paſt finding out) whi 
Mordecai is ſet on Horſeback, arrayꝰ d in 
the Royal Habiliments, Ham en is torc'd 
Lacquey it by his ſide, and be himſelf 

Herald of his Fame. But, oh, hat Rag, 


this (as his Wife truly propheſied) was efo 
but the Forerunner of his approaching Ri o 
For whilſt he was bewailing his wretcih lo 


| Diſappointment; he was ſent for to Hſuin 
Queen's Banquet, which uſher'd in the nſide 

part of his Tragedy: being from theqat's t 
led to the Gallows he prepar'd for Mord ther 


and hang'd thereon. Thus the Heighigd of 


: Which his Ambition brought him, was to for 


hang'd upon a Gallows Fiffy Cubits Fig per 
ee pon „ 


* 


ſ ” 
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ay and is this the Fruit of our Ripe Age? 
' It wonder then the Pſalmiſt tells us, Thar 


s, ly Man, even at bis beſt Efate, is Vanity. 
on; is ſurely is miſcall'd the Perfect Age, un- 
eſolf by perfect, we mean. only that in this 


"one 
ref 


dechy 


ge it is, that all the Imperfections of the 
mane Nature, which before this lay hid 
aer the undiſguis'd Simplicity of Child- 
ut od, or the more airy Lightneſs of un- 
utalßdled Youth, appear in this Age in their 
wil perfection; which ſtill intails a greater 
Whi nity upon it. For now thoſe Sins that 
re before but in the Bud, appear full 
wn : We are aſham'd indeed of thoſe 
d Trifles we coveted whilſt Childhood 
Ss upon us, yet ſtill we are as guilty of the 
fame Crimes; but with this only Diffe- 
| lace, that now they are attended with 
: ASzter Aggravations. 
45 Wefore we play d in fear; and alter that, * 
Ruff mort: liv d Pleaſures were attended on 
etC'Sh long Repentance: And now we are 
0 Wſaing the ſelf-ſame Vanities with greater 
he Snfidence, and more Aſſurance. For 
B's the Honour we court now, but ſuch - 
r:Sther empty Bubble as thoſe we were ſo 
Bid of in our ſportive Childhood? And 
s 08 for the obtaining of it, how often do 
big perpetrate the moſt netandous Crimes, 
Guilt whereof purſues us to our S 2 
- MELT Duc 
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Our Strength, of which we e make o ore 
boaſt, ſerves only to enable us to ma 
Prey of thoſe that a:e more weak; and 
a ſtrong hand to obtain that which i 
thing worth when we enjoy it. And 

can be more Vain than thus to ſpend 
Strength for nought, and Jabour in thel 
for very Vanity? | 


Mur MT) 


And thus as in Life s Ree we further run, 
We ſee alÞs Vanity beneath the Sun. 

For as each Age more Tears we do obtain, 
So {till our Vanity becomes more vain : 
And we a farther Progreſs make in Sin, 
Which in the End, will unto fudgment | 


af ©” 


ms 


1 — 
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The Fifth AG E. 
From Forty to Fifty Years. 


* 


18 — 
d u 
nd 
he 

* 
run, : 
n, 2 a 
. A 3 
Sin, 


3 


T. 
* 
T 


Fn 


| 


I. xlix. 12, Nevertheleſs Man being in 
Honour abideth not. „ 
in Man' Fourth Age now being paſt and gone, ³ ⁵ 
ke rowling Woe dfb frees follows on, :M 
herein, whilſt thus be doth in Triumph ride, WM 
Looks with ſcorn on all the World beſide. 

1 . - -'  - Attended ; 


* 
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* 


Attended by his H:ralds, to Proclaim <a 
- The growing Greatneſs of his ſpreading Fe 3 

But Vanity does to him ſtill bet ide, _ 
Fr ins new Hynour don't long abide. the 


E are now come to the Fifth Age. 
| Mau's Life, in which, (accordiffly 
to the Diviſion propos'd in the Introduq t: 

on) he arrives at the Fiſtieth Year of 
Age: and it is a common (and perhaphþ. re 
true) Saying, That be who i not Handſom f m. 
Thirty, nor Strong at Forty, nor Wiſe at Hf 
will newer be either Handſome, Strong or Wi 
So that this ſeems to be the Age moſt fan 
for the attaining of Wiſdom, and inde 
ſüuch it ought to be; for Man having ne 
[|  livdthe better half of his Life, muſt by 
on Experience (if he obſerve any thin, | 
come to be Wiſe: For, as Elibu well e he 
ſerves, Fob 32. 7, Days ſhould ſpeak, aud mi 
ritude of Mari ſhould teach Wiſdom. And) 
ii we come mare ſtrictly to examine v 
this Wiſdom is, we ſhall hardly find it 
the right kind; which is Pre, Peacea 
Gentle, full of Mercy and good Fruits ; but 
ther that which is Eærthly, Senjual and 
viliſh ; which is deſcrib'd by the Ap 
James, Fam 3,15, 16. and like thoſe w 
the Prophet Jeremiah ſpeaks of, which 
"iſe to do evil, but to do good they bave 
EPR Be, | . Anowle 


[1 
— 


= 
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wwledge : They are indeed at this Age 
ery ready to boaſt of Wiſdom, and take 
23 an Affront to be thought otherwiſe; 
ut they are never the wiler for that, for 
che ſame Prophet in another place ſpeaks, 

% bade rejected the Mordiof the Lord, and 
Age, Niſdom is in them? Fer. 8. 9. For a 
„rdiilan at this Age to be laying new Foun- 
duF:rions- of Life, and ſeeking lo eagerly to 
of Fraſp afrer more, when at the ſame time 
r refuſes to enjoy what he has: What can 
2 more vain? This is that ſore Evil which 
je wiſeſt of Men ſo much complains of, 
cl. ſ. v. 13. oy 2 5 
But ſince our Emblem repreſents one 


Fa 


e in the moſt exalted Circumſtances; 
lat can ſee nothing above him but Hea- 
En, but Crouds of Petitioners on every 
e below him; and that he has attain'd to 
I Dignity by his own Valour and WiC 
nd ibm; 4 that now it lies in his Power to 
e Wik-ke other Men happy; and therefore _ 


indeounted to the higheſt pitch of Honour, \ | 


d i tely muft be fo himſelf ; and conſequent · 


PACed 
but 
and 


be exempted from Vanity. But, alas! 
5 quite otherwiſe ; there's no ſuch happy 


A P0Þrerience of thoſe who have been exalted 
—_ this high Dignity ſufficiently declares. 


us hear therefore what they ſay of 4 
25 5 8 3 them- 


ate to be obtain'd below: And this the ll 


—_ 
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themſelves, who are certainly the ent 
competent Judges of the Uneaſinels t 
found therein. O Crows, ſaid a great 
ſian Monarch, He that but knew bow bea rea 
_ Thou fitteſt on the Head, would not vouchſaſiſſe it 
take thee up, though be ſhould meet thee in Niſeſ 
way. And yet this Prince gave Law toiſen 
Whole World, and each Man's Foruealt 
was what he was pleas'd to make it; 
therefore to appearance could give to eye 
Man Content: And yet we fee him 
confeſſing, That in the whole World, whi 
he held in his hand, there was nothing 
SGriecf and Unhappineſs: and then ti 
great a Vanity muſt it needs be for one 
| ſpend the beſt part of his Life in the pi 
uit of that, which in the end leaves 
no other Legacy but that of Grief 
Sorrow. _ | 25 
Baut if you will not take this Perſian 
narch's Word, but think himſelf fo v 
be was uncapable to judge of what is 
| - nity; then hear the Judgment of King 
|  lomon, a Man endow'd with Wiſdom f 
above, beyond the reſt of Men; nor 
this all, but he was likewiſe one, wi 
immenſe Riches was ſo great, that 
and Silver were as plentiful as the deſpi 
S Pebbles in the Street: Nay the Dis 
- Hiſtorian tells us, That Gold was theqFarne 
"14 TE; Ae FA P 
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Wenciful, that Silver was (ſcarce worth tas 
Wn up) nothing accounted of, in the days 
Sclomon: And as he wanted not for 


e it: and yet this Mighty King, and 


en he had try'd all the Felicities that 
ealch could Purchaſe, or the World afford 
In; concludes with this ſhort Summary 


j and Vexation of Spirit. hy 1 
Having heard the Opinion of Solomon in 
is matter, one would think his Teſtimo- 


lay that comes after the King? Yet that 
> may be convinced of this Truth, to 
t, That the higheſt Station a Man can 
ain to in this World, is but Vanity, I am 
ling it ſhall be confirm d in the Mouth 
an Mtwo or three Witnefles © 
ſo And even Augustus Ceſar himſelf (who 
t is Nc up tte Temple of Janus, and poſſeſ- 
ing che whole World in Peace, and in 
m {iFole Days the Prince of Peace was Born) 
nor 


nat pole of the meaneſt of hi Subject; ſay- 
deſpi; He ſhould efteem that a happy Day 


; theeatneſs and ſuffer him to live quietly 
. ping the leaſt, FF 2 


| 


to be ſufficient of it ſelf; for what can 


ailed his paft Life; and amongſt the 
>, whore Toils of his Em;ire, wilh'd tor the 


Ard 
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reafure, ſo neither did he for a Heart to nll 


iſeſt Prince that e'er poſſeſt a Throne, ⁵⁶ 


all Eis large Experience, That all i Va- A 1 
| 


po 


- 


Dit would eaſe him of his inſupportable - 18 
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| © when by all our Toil and Labour, and, 


| ing, and by one quence moſt Vain, I Lk 


Meditatlons on the 

And it was the Saying of Tiberius, 
Succeſſor, That he held the Empire a 
Wolf by the Ears; and that if he could q 
his hold without the Danger of being b 
ten, he would gladly do it. And anot Fr 
great Man aſſures us, That whatever Gre 
"neſs or Ambition promiſeth, it is but t 
ſuffering of much Evil, to get more; 
what can be more vain? 

To ſum up all that can be faid of d 
Age, The greateſt Advantage of it is, wh 
by a ſerious Reflection upon what. is pa 
we come to fee that all is Vanity; T 
K Favour is deceitfal, and Beauty is vain : 
fading; That our greateſt Strengtii does 
| fhewour Weakneks, and Our greateſt U 
dom does but maniteſt our own Folly. F 
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the very utmoſt of our Study and Cont 
vance, we have attained to fo high a St 
on, that we have nothing more left to 
for z we then come to find by Experien 
that all we&have got is not worth the The 
ſandth part of the Pains we have taken 
get it; being neither certain, nor fatis 


| 
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The Sixth AGE. 
5 rom Fifty to Sixty Tears. 
Gre po 
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Luke Xii. 15. Take heed and beware f 
vverouſnels AY Ce | 
or Man, when Threeſcore Wimers he-bas told, 
ow places all bs Hopes in Bags of Gold. 
bs can but this frange Vanity admires 
je leſs ue hwant, the more we [till deſire? 
PP 
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| He has too much, and yet he wou'd have mi ch. 


are now more glew'd to the Earth t 


- Starving bimſelf 5b midſt of all his Ste 


What can more vain than a Rich Miſer be? pol 
13 Or more Emphatically Poor than be? ble. 
E | ore, 


V FE are now come to the Sixth 4% fis 

of the Life of Man; which : hole 
eording to the Seaſons of the Vear, repſſe 
ſents the latter end of Aatumn, or the bir 
' pinning of nter, when all things are 8 
ing down into the Earth; And ſure it 
no high time for Man to think of yetu 
ing thither ; and to be in good earneſt I 
having his Heart and Affections fix d upt 
rhings above, where his chief hopes ſho 
be lodg'd. But alas? With Sorrow be 
ſpoken, the mater is quite otherwiſe wi 
"the greateſt part of Mankind. Their Heayf 


ever; and they are graſping after preſe 
things as eagerly, as if they were till 
live the Days of Methuſe/ab, * Tis certai 
a ſtrange Vanity, and much to be lame 
cd, that at this Age, when 'tis high time 
mit looſe from the World, he ſhoulden 
che greateſt Courtihip to it; and that 
may obtain it, is willing to make Voya 
by Sea, Journies by Land, run a thoul: 
* Hazards, and ar many Shipwraci 

js in perpetual fear and trouble; and in 


* 
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ſe : Or if he don't, he robs himſelf of that 
pole that ſhould make his Life comfor- 
ble. But to demonſtrate his Foy; vet 
ore, let us ſuppoſe that he has gain'd by 
h 4 his Travel, and that he has ſpoiled the 
ch ole Eaſt of its Pearls, and drawn dry all 
e Mines.of the Weſt: Will all this facis- 
hep bim ? And will he then be quiet? No» 
are ing leſs: For-by all his Acquiſitions he 
ins Hans more Diſquiet both of Mind and 
ody; from one Travel falling into ano- 
er; never ending, but only changing his 
iſeries : He deſir d to have em, and now + 
rs to loſe 'em; he got 'em in burning 
bell dor, and poſſeſſes em in trembling ya 
vie adventur'd among Thieves te gee 3 
lead now fears by Thieves td loſe e 11 
1 thhort, coming from all his N — [ 


d of his Bodily Travels, is but the be - 
paing of the Troubles of his Mind: And 
is of all Vaniries is ſurely the moſt-vaig. 

nd yer thus, thro' the juſt Judgment of 
od, it generally happens: For this Devil 

Covetouſneſs perivades him he has ſome 
Fre and excellent thing; which makes it 
Je with him as with choſe poor Crenu- 
Ires, whom the Devil ſeduces under Co- 
ur r of relieving their Poverty ; who find 


rchaſing Wealth, it may. be loferh hi; 


mes as it were into a Priſon; and che * 


5 F 4 their 


> 


together this vile Excrement, and is grow 


. when he ought to tread it under his Feet, 


of that nature, that the more a Man drink 
| the more he is a thirſty ; the more be eat 


© that ſwells him till he Borſts, before he e. 
be ſatisfy'd. But there is a greater Vanic 


 Covetons Wretch has Goods bur will nl 


ſum of all is, That of all which he has, 


has nothing; and ſurely this muſt not on 
be Vanity, but Vexation of Spirit to 


— 


— 
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1 


their Hands full of Leaves, when the: 
thought to find 'em full of Crowns. H 
poſſeſſeth, or rather is poſſeſſed with 
thing wherein is neither Power nor Ve 
tue; more baſe and unprofitable than 
leaſt Herb of the Earth: Yet he hath heap 


fo Brutiſh, as there with to Crown his Heat 
But however that be, is he ſatisfy'd wi 
it now he has it? Not at all: Nay, ſo 


is he from being ſatisfy d, that he is mo 
diſſatisfy d than ever: For Covetouſneſs 


the more he is a hungry: It is a Drop 


in it ſtill; for it makes a Man dig a Pit 
and carefully draw the Water, and after al 
won't ſuffer him to Drink: In the midſt 
a River he is dry with Thirſt, and in 
heap of Corn cries out of Famine, Thi 


uſe them, and Garments, but dares not p 


them on: And tho? he is poſſeſt of that i 
which he joys, be don't enjoy it. I. 


4 


th. 
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nd yet this is not all: The Completion of * 
lis Miſery is, .when-he comes to loſe them: 
or tho? he finds no real Pleaſure in their 


45 offeffion, yet he finds a ſenſible Pain in 
Heir Loſs; which whenever it happens 
int _ * 5 


yhether it be by Shipwrak, Fire, or any 
— Sher Accident, tlien he cries, weeps, and 
ioo ments himſelf, like a little Child that has 
oft his Play-game, which yet is nothing 
'orth ; and he conceits himſelf not only 
poil'd, but utterly undone. For havin 
llac?d his All in theſe things, the Loſs o 
em brings him to Deſpair, and that oſten- 
imes to an untimely End, by laying vio- If 
Dent Hands upon bimſelf, and bringing his 
Pon Lite to an unhappy Period. To which | 
he wicked Ways by which he has attain'd 
is Riches, which now fills his Conſcience 
ich inexpreflible' Remorſe , contributes 
ot a little. And what now can be more 
ain, than for a Man that has liv'd Three- 
core Year in the World, to macerate his 
ody, debilieare his Mind, and loſe his a 
Soul, without any either Pleaſure or Con- 
Neatment? 8 
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Ihe Seventh AGF. 


From Sixty to Seventy Years 


" 
4 
* * 


1 Hb. ix 2 


7. It is appointed unto Men onc 
to die. F 
Nou the left Sandi of Man, ſhort Lift are ru 
= Death frikes bis Dart bomie, and his Wark ii don 
Fus until be's alme}t out of Breath ; 
= "New ſee bow be on Cruiches creeps to Deat 5 
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7 all he toild for, be con only bave 
lad Cold Coffm and a gloomy Grave. , 
ben ceaſe your Tears, for "tis in vam to cr; 
av, great Deofee i: paſt, and Man muſt Die. 
E are now come to the laſt Scene of 
Man's Lie; in which Death lets 
down the Curtain, and the Play is done. 
rd now ſurely Man will be willing to 
zo off the Stage of this World; having 
ated his part, and ſo make room for others: 
For what ſhould he do here? May he not. 
now ſay, as Harillai to the ſame purpoſe 
laid to David, I am this: day Seventy Years - fi 
old; and can I tate what I Eat or what 1 
Drink? Can | hear any more the Voice of g- 
ing Men and ſing ing Women ? Wherefore ſhould Wl 
then be any longer a Burden to my ſelf or at her 2-8 
For now the Days are come in which he 
may well ſay, he has no Pleaſure in them 
f The Keepers of the Houſe begin to trembie, 
and the ſtrong Men to bow themſelves #8 
yea, the Grinders are ready to ceaſe, be- 
cauſe they are few, and thoſe that look out 
at the Window are almoſt darkned, as the 
Preacher ſpeaks, Eccleſ. 12. 3. I confeſs, by 
Reaſon of Strength, a temperate Life, and 
a hail Conſticution of Body, many do out- 
live this Age, and reach unto Fourſcore andi 
upwards ; but then, as Hopkins ſays in thei 
* 1 | R | 
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goth. Pſalm, ie count ſuch Wonderous Oli He 
but beſides that, all their boaſted Strength iW;iſo 
but Labour and Sorrow tor'it is On cuffor 
off. and they fly away. And yet not with. 
ſtanding a'l the Vanity, and all the Infirmi. Nhat 
ties of Life, we are not willing to die; noſer? 
chough we ſcarce know how wa we we Carehoult 
not to hear of Death; for as the YouneEfom 
Man thinks he has a great while to live ſopoulc 
he that bas liv'd longeſt hopes to live a littkhe d 
longer. And this is yet another InſtanceBoulc 
of Vanity. Is it not unaccountable to heat Nat 
a Stranger continually wiſhing he were at Ill th 
Home, and yet when a Meſſengef is ſent ent, 
on purpoſe to fetch him, that he ſhould be Ban 
loth to go? Or that a Way faring Man on his be 
Journey, ſhould fo over. load himſelf with 
chick Clay (as Worldly things are call'd) that 
be could ſcarce get forward? Or if we 
Mould fee ſuch a one Building by the way, ſi 
f ſhould we not think he had forgot the Place 
to which he was to go? And yet thus vain þ 
| are the moft of Men: They encumber 
chemſelves ſo much with the Things of this 
World, that they have hardly time to think 
W apon another: And build Tabernacles here, i 
W as if they were never to depart hence; and 
yet theſe Men will profeſs to be Pilgrims and 
Strangers in this World. | 
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How many are there that call this Life a 
Priſon, but yet neither live like Priſoners 


cut 
ith- 
mi. 

no, 
dare 
ung 
ſo 
ittle 
nce 
heat 
e at 
ſent 


1 be 
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and 


low 


lome : And were we truly Pilgrims, we 
ould haſten-to our Journey's end ; andif 


or Delights and Delic acies become no- 
etcers) nor deſire their Liberty. And 
hat can be more vain than ſuch a Tem- 
r? If we were truly Strangers, we: 
ould re joice when we were near our 


e did indeed think Life & Priſen, we 
ould give Death a becter welcome, ſince 
at would procure our Liberty. Some 
Il this Life a Baniſhment, others a Puniſh- 
ent, and others Death: But if Lite be 
Baniſhment. why are we ſo unwilling 
be reſtored-? And if a Puniſhment, why 
k we not to be releas'd ? Or if it be a 
zath, why ſleep we in it, and deſire not 
be raiſed ? Our backwardneſs herein too 
ainly ſhows, theſe are but empty Words; 
e ſuch as commend Abſtinence, While 
y ſurfeit themſelves with Dainties; ant 
courſe of Mortification in their Cups. . | 
r not one of thoſe who ſay Life is a Pris 
deſire to be freed: Nor one of theſe 
les enfranciſed: Nor do thoſe who pre- 
d Life is a Puniſhment, deſire to be de- 
red. Nor can I exempt my ſelf out of 
Number: For though I: have found al! 
gs in the World to be nothing but Va- 
TAY nity, 
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nity,. and the greateſt Vanity therein to Har 
Man; and my ſelf of all Men to be e { 
moſt vain 3. yet I have rejoyced all my Day 
ita thing of nought, and ſtill thought inf 
my Heart to put far away the Evil Day, b 
approaching to the Seat of Iniquity: But 
found that the Eyes of the Almigſcy wei 

upon me, and that I groped but in Da'lSwh 


_ neſs to wound my ſelf. Wretched Manhhoth 


How long have ] been in a miſerable Sta. 
and knew it not. How long bave I been gegr. 
Stranger to my Father's Houle, and retuave 
ned not? I have read it, dear Lord, in Mat 
Book; and I have found it by Experiendiver 
in that publick Regiſter of Man's MortaRich 


ty; IJ have ſeen how this Life is ficly confindu 


pared to a Poſt. and what is ſwiſter? Toſh» þ 
Weaver's Shuttle, and what is quickeÞhet 


ll To a Tale that is told, and what is ſhorteſhnd n 


Toa Shadow, and what vaniſheth ſoonerfſþs P 
J0o Graſs, and what is more wither inSugh! 
To the Track of a Ship, and what is |uſt 
"appearing ? To the Flight of a Bird, aſſow 1 
what cuts the Air more ſpeedily 2 Af An 
yet for allthis, I have loaded my ſelf wiſhity i 
thick Clay, as if ] were too fleet in is L 
r LED Pougk 
But whatever Satisfaction a Man mſtity : 


© take in theſe Things while he lives, they ſcceſ 


ſo far from being Helps, that they 5 WF tro 
EEE, „ dal - 
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rances when he comes to die: The Things 
e ſets bis Heart on here, will gieve him 
> the Heart at laſt, to think that he- muſt 
ave em all behind him. And this is eve- 
„bi Mans's Caſe, for Naked came be into the il 
But rid. and Naked muſt be depart (u of it: 3 
weizad though he cou'd carry em wich him 
2a kYlwhich is impoſſible) they would ſigniſie 
Manfothing : For Riches profit not in the Day of 
Sta tb. Nay rather will they not help to 
een Yegravate our Condemnation, becauſe we 
ave not us'd 'em as we ought, nor done 
hat Good with. 'em for which they were 
iven us. For though we attribute our 
liches to our own Wiſdom, Diligence aud 
nduſtry, and fo Sacrifice ta our. own Net, %, Wi 
4 burn Incenſe to ur own Drags, as the Pro- 
het ſpeaks ; yet the Almighty will in te 
nd make us know, that it was he that gave 
Power to get Wealth; and that we 
ught to have usꝰd it to his Glory : Andwe | 
uſt now come to a Reckoning, and thew vl 
d, apo we have employ*d it. | _ 
A And how deplorable an Inſtance of Va- 
if wipity is this, That Man, in all the Age: of 
in is Life, ſhould ſpend his Strength ſor 
Pought, and labour in the Fire tor very Va- 
n Mfity : By all his Toils, when he's the moſt 
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they eceß ful, obtaining only that which is ſo 
re Hf from helping him, that by increaſing of 
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his Sin and Guilt, it plunges him at laſt int 
Eternal Ruin. 1 
But though Vanity is the conſtant Alten 
dant of every Man in his Natural Eſtate 
= who through the Deceitfulneſs ot his owt 
Heart, puts his Truſt in Vanity, and ſ 
- Vanity. comes to be his Recompence 
Yetthere is a more Exce!'en” Way; which. 
the Wiſe Man ſumms up in a few Wordt 
Which is, To Har God, and keep bis Cin I. 
mandments; for this is the Whale Duty e P 
Aan. I ſhall conclude all, wich this ſhorſ'®!) 
Abſtra& of the Seven Ages of Man's Lifg'** 
Since Sacred: Records do without diſpute, 0. 
Abe Age of Man to Seventy Y:ars compure, el 
The Firſt Ten Yedrs Nature d' to us lend, n tt 
In Infant Cries and Childiſh Sports we ſpend: 1,1 
The Second Ten, at *Prentice and at School , 
Me ſpend our time, and wiſcly play the Fool: be-c 
The Third, in which our Beauty's in its prime, Th 
In Youtbf ul Luft s We paſs away our time: „5 Ol 
Inibe Fourth Ten our Manly Strength appears, A 
And ive in Merck and Labour ſpend out Years. hriſt 
In the Fifth Ten to Wiſdom we pre tend, 1. 
Which often proves but Folly in the end: 1 
= I the Sixth Ten, when Time and Strength is ps 
t graſp the world as if we'd bold it faſt; Wn" 
In the laſt Ten, what we have got, we leave, 
And Death's cold Hand do's us of Life bereav<* [ 
Tubus may we plainly (ee in every Station, I 18 
lO That all lait and meer Vexation, Rulfſ"*re! 
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Ground not laid, Men count Troubles; 


8. when they heard Chriſtſpeaking of g 


4 and tame the pride and rebellion of ou 


ö agand dangerous Affections and Paſſion 
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ſtrange thing. 1. Pet. 4. 11. and ſtart at thi 
mention of them, as the Apoltles, Job. 11 


ing into Jury, where the Few had lately 
ſought to ſtone him. And note it to be 
Corruption of the Heart, to be more gric 
ved for thine own troubles, than the trou 
bles of the Church, for private chan put 
il. 

2. Lay up Strength and Comforts afor: 
hand; as firſt, Humility, to over-maſte 


Hearts, and to bring in contentedneſs i: 
ſweeten our Troubles, and our Labour wilen, 
be well ſperitz for if we can reliſ the hard 
eft part of our Life, our whole Life ell 
will aſſuredly be more ſweet and joyful 
2. Grow up” in the Knowledge of God 
which will make thee riſe up in mu 
Comfort, and will bring in Comfort 
gainſt the confuſed Heavineſs, Difſtrult 


which elte in Trouble might beat us dow 
and off him. 3. Get affurance of Faitlifeth 

which will weetly warm the Heart in thſnq 
ſenſe of God's Love in Jeſus Chriſt; tines 
Fruit of which will be, firſt, To enable fea; 
ts truſt our ſelve; with God in any eſtate n 
and be aſſured the Lord is wich us in Fiflea 


_— 
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les Ind Water, In the midi? of the Valley of the 4 
then of Death. Secondly, to depend on 


Lac) PE TO = = 


„im tor Strength; for howloever Zatan , 
| G yould make us believe our Affliction is 
ate 


Wreater than it is, or we are for it; yet we 
all aſſure our hearts that the Lord hath . 
eaſured it out for our ſtrength, and nor 
trouve. Thirdly, to wait upon him for a 
zood Iſſue and ſeaſonable Deliverance, who 
ath promiſed to turri it to tbe be. This 
all keep us from fainting, diſtruſt, and 
Welpaic. © n . 
3. In all Evils of Puniſhment, take oc- 
Faſion to fet upon the Evil of Sin, and re- 
enge upon that; complain of it to God 
ind Men, murmur and grudge at nothing 
Fe. If Affliction be ſharper than ordina- 
, it is ſure ſome Sin or Luft adds a Sting 
into it. But this Rule mortifies Sin and 
nruly Paſſions, and will weaken the 
eart, and make a Man ſay with the 
hurch, 1 ill bear the Wrath of the Lord, 
cauſe T-have formed. 1 W 47 98 BY 
4+ Make them no heavier than God ma- 
ith them, by Impatience, Frowardneſs, 
Ind looſeneſs of Heart. God ſometimes - || 
ales on a little Finger, and the froward 
cart laies on the whole Hand and Loins, Ji 
Yo make the Burden heavier with faithlefs 
eavineſs and Diſtruſt, which is but an 
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addition of new and worſe Troubles tha 
the former. How inconſiderately do mar 
Men load themſelves with Troubles too td 
light in themſelves, and on the Shoulders 
Wiſe Men, who can make a Vertue of Nec 
7 and ſtep over a number of Rub 
'- Which others ſtoop to remove, and infinite 
ly coil themſelves ? How do many in {mal 
er Troubles, as diſcourteſie of Neighbour 
unrulineſs of Children, "unfaithfulnels « 
. Servants, {ſmaller Loſſes and Croſſes iin 
Family: matters, gire place to Unquietneſ 
Ss Impatience,. and Paſſion, till their Folh 
have (by ſeeking to eaſe their Burden) e 
creaſed it from.a Dram to a. Talent? An 
now how unmeet are they for the Servic 
of God? How unprofitable. in any Chri 
ſtian Society? How ſower and Heavy! 
| Countenance, diſguiſed in Speech, and in 
potent in their Behaviour ? All which teſt) 
ſie the frowardneſs of the Heart, where 
had there been a Dram of Chriſtian Wil 
dom and Moderation, the Paſſion, had n- 
ſwelled to the cauſe, much leſs fo far exc: 
ded it. EDT * 
FI. Make not haſte from under any Aff 
cCtion; He that believes, mrkes mot haf 
But labour for a right uſE of it, rather ce 
the removal; attain once a right uſe, al 
doubt not of a good Iflue, Gold is 14 


areſcnt! 


— 


— 
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e ſently pulled out af the Fire ſo ſoon as 


is caſt in, but muſt ſtay a while till it be 
urged. A Muhcian ſtrains up a String, 


juſick be ſpoiled: So the Lord deals with 
is Children, but never forgets Mercy, 
or meaſure ; nay, it is Mercy fo to mea- 
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nd lets it not down, leſt the Harmony and 


ure them, as they may be purged by them, 


#1 
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{mal 5 Obſerve and mark thy'l roubles, and thy 
ou iſpoſit ion in them; Firſt.to grow up in Wil: - 
ef Mom and Experience by them; thus thy Suf- 

ſes i rings will become wholeſome Inſtructions. 

ne bſerve where thou waſt moft pinched,and. - 


condly, to grow up in an infallible ho 
God's Goodneſs, and a good iſſue for 
roofs of God's help in moſt needful times, 


om fainting Fearz, and Deſpairs for 
me to come. So did David in the caſe of 


zd. Palm. Thus the. Apoſtle | 
exc:$'vations of times paſt, gathers Aſſurance 
d doth deliver us, and in whom we truff, 


| O— eee 
| forts 


herein thou tookeſt the greateſt Comfort. 


me to come. For this, obſerve God's | 
Eaſonable hearing of thy Prayers, and the 


« he will yet hereafter deliver us. Thirdly, 
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hich ſhall be a ſtrong means to keep thee _ | 


Te Lion and Bear, and —_ all . | | 
rom Ob- 


= kad. Frome 


—_— 


r the time preſent, and to come, 2 Cr. 
10. Abo delivered us from ſo great Death, i 
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forts as our Telves were upheld within 0 
Troubles, 2 Cer. 1. 4 Which cemforteth 
in all cur Tribulation, that we may be able 
comfort them which are in Aſfict ion, by z. 
comfort wherewith cur ſelves are comforted Novi 
God. Thus to the godly ariſetb Light out 
Darkneſs, Sweet comes cnt of Sowre, and ang 

of the Eater Meat. _ AN” ag 


re. | 
In Proſperity take theſe Directions: 
I. Tf Richesencreaſe, ſet net thine Heart uh 
on them, Pſalm 62. 10. For why ſhouldeſ 
thou, confide i ing the Danger? How ea 

it is co wax wanton? How hard for a ridff ;; 


1 Man to be ſaved ? How few by outwar ria 


. ? * 7 


' things are drawn to the love of heavenly; 
Ho many are inſnared and choaked vi,,; 
them? How flicting and uncertain they bd 14 
How certainly we muſt leave chem, er” 
they us, and come to account for them. 
2 | 2. In the Carriage. of thy Proſperity 5 
ſuſpicious of thy fel!, thankful to God, a 
return the Glory of it to him of whom tha 
= _ ceceiveſt it. David, while he had Libert 
S caſily ſtrayed, Pſalm 119. 67. Thankf il 
nels is God's Tribute, which being .denidh, 
bim, he re enters on his own, Deut. dy 
. Becauſe thou ſervedſt not the Lord will; 
of ulneſ;, and a good Heart, inthe abunds 


— 


Rules fo) Chiiftian Walking» 143 


- 
. 


all things, thou ſhalt ſer ve thine Enemies in 
ger, in thirſt. and in need of all things, Z 
do many Prodigalls. if 
by iff 3. Fear the Croſs before it come, and | 
rtedovide for it. The thing that ] feared is come | 
out Nin me, Job 3. 25. and, he waited for bis 
nd nge. It was an addition to the great 
lague of Babylon, Iſa. 46. 14. that Exil 
ould come on her, and ſhe not know the 
orning thereof, Deſtractlon ſhall come 
ee ſuddenly, Cer thou be aware. Therefore 
ſt the coſts of Religion and well-doing 
Sfocchand: - if d n 6100 
4. Never account thy ſelf proſperous, 
it be not well with -Ged s Church: God 


t wah would not reſt. as long a8 1 
en of the Lord was abroad, aud bi Uh w 
J vi h inthe Field. As à good” Child being | 


Health mourns. and: droops for the Mo- 
er's Sickneſs. David thought it not ſit to 
well in ſtilrd boiſe, and the Ark of God lie 
tents : For the negle@ whereof, the cw. 

re reproved, Hag. 1. 4. Nehemiah, even 

fore the King, was of a fad Countenance, 

d ſorrowful at Heart, when he received 

il Tydings of Jeruſalem, Chap 2. verſe 2. 
fler and Mordecai joyed not in the greateſt al 
t. Ndvancements, fo long as the Sentence af 


d wilkinſt, the Fews was unreverſed; And 
des might have lived well, and at Plea« 4 
A * ſure 


— me, — — 
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| ſure in Pharavls Court Þ but be cho rat 
=_— ſuffer afflition- with: es"; people, | thay 
= enſoy ſuch leatures. —_— 
V5 In hy Proſperity conſ der the Ai T 
= and Adverſity of others. The cont 
hereof was the Sin of the Princes of 1 
55 ang: in Proſperity, - Amo, 6. 6. © Th 
lie on Beds. of Ivory, and ſtretch themſel 
on Beds, drink Wine in Bowls, and and 
themſelves with Oil, but none remem! 
the aſſlickian of Foſeph. The like of Di 
his Inhumanity towards Lazarus: Ye 
= ſome time it ſhall be Wiſdom to gointo! 
= bouſe eof mourning, which will ſtrike a des 
eg preſſion; and to viſit others in 
| „and mark their Speeches, 
face theſe outward Pleaſures with gr: 
oft and ſharpeſt Appetite, and thou 
find the Affliction far more bitter, 
their Sorrow in the Loſs fo much the 
per, as the Love Was eager in injoying t 
peace; and perhaps they will. cell thi 
they were never. ſuch Gainers: by all thi 
. Proſperity, as they were Loſers by it, 
e do that EK mg. 


$ 


7 
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Pbriſtian dase 


| T es cept every 


Duty br Bud; 7 Apes Second — Fx — 
h FLoman | be 7d; Bunk cr ae. 


u 


Wake oo 
7 IA rate wi Sp 
8% Fits and calyes 


of your 1; 
* fon of "yg 2. Petition e 


it, foul 2. 3. Thankfulneſ 


our lu proton 


enough that yer. 
Mat you =o 


ay 4 
2 | 
- 
— +89 
- | | 


: Acc * 
ge do the ſame. 
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ons think on your happy redemption 
much thankfulneſs forts happy — a 


= 


= on of Juſtice and Merey.- 


. Beware of accaſions of ſin, and wiſe 
ly inure your ſelf in ſubduing the leaſt, thi 
at length the greater may be foiled. 
2. Believe all that God ſpeaketh unte yo! 
out of his word, but not all that man te 
eth you: nor tell to any other all that ya 
hear, but only the truth, and that neithe 

Dienen | 


7. Before vou take in hand any thing ＋ 


"4 counſel-with Gods word if it be law tul, an 2. 
then perform it with Prayer, char it may Mods 
as ſucceſsful as law ful. IT p 


1. Carefully fer your ſelf in Gods prifjp, | 
ſence all the day long, that ſetting him rel) 
Four rigbt hand you may not fall. m b 
2. Carry your ſelf unto all as the wel the 
may be won, the ſtrong comforted, and i 
wicked aſna me. 
3. Confider the dignity of your. ſoul ha 1. x 
beautiful ĩt is to God and his Angels ſo loſn or 
as you keep it unſpotted; that ſo you,. g0 
cleanſe your heart from the firſt, motion ane 


een ab hat aer e cc 


4-5 ry | | 'D, | : 
1. Daily morning. and evening, at leaſt 


wilemnly on your knees make confeflion and 
th queſts wit thankſgiving: firſt preparing 


our heart to ſeek: the Lord: in the mor- 
d YO! 
1 te 
Tt 50 
eithe 


Fapyer as a key to open the morning, and 
thing a bar or lock to ſhut in the evening. 


1, aff 2. Delight to: do all the good you CaHtto 


na Wods Children ; and to receive all the good 
du can from them. 3 
3. Diſtruſt not Gods prox idence” in any 


S We 


ul hd 1. Exerciſe your mind in mediating of. 
{ooh on the works of God, as his creating 4 
ou md governing of the world, his proſper- 
tion and puniſhing the wicked, his bletſing 


ou n 


10 d correcting his Children, his preparing 
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mbition, covetouſneſs ſullenneſs: and tis 
ther, becauſe che lealt ſin deſerveth death, 


atter, although you ſee the means want- 

ds P!Ys, neither when you have them, let them 

him relyed on more than God himſelf; butler 
In —_—_— unto for the proſperous uſa 


— —— 
— — 


ing think that that day may. be your laſt i 
ay, and when. you go to bed, you know | 

ot whether you ſhall riſe -unleſs it be to 
xdgment. It is ſafeſt therefore -ta,.uſe. 


— . 
ht. — —— = 
_— tt. _— ——_——— 
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A unſpeakable Joy for the one, and unut 
«terable torment for the other; but eſpecif 
rally on the Sabbath, add to theſe mediti 
= tions the holy exercifes of prayer, Preach 
ing. Sacraments, Holy Conference, and ſuchif 


unn 


z. Eſteem of every one better than yo 
elf, and the more you excel another, be 
much the more humblect. "of 
Re pour thoughts well whitheej 2 
they: tend, before you fultil your own deÞvhe 
ſires; if you find them unprofitable, curiſtben 
dus, vain; or ſuch as you cannot yield a ſuf} 3 
f ſcient reaſon to God or Man for, kill thenſnuc 
in the ſhell, let chem not live or breath oth 


longer in you. c 


. Fear God and keep his Command 
ments: for this is the whole duty of man. 2. 
2. Fly and avoid places and perſons ; ine I 
fectious, wanton, idle, unthrifty and bapdge 
company, which are to the ſoul as poy ſonſd of 


ed and infected air to the body. 
32. Follow with faithfulneſs and diligend 
= your own buſineſs, in the lawful and pan 
- Cular calling wherein:Ged hath placed you 
only be careful. in your earchly buſineſs i 
carry an heavenly minc. 


I. Gro. 


— 


— * 


- i — 
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my 2a 


— A 


1. Grow up daily in the practice of e- 
ry commandment, and in the faith f 
very promiſe of God; ſeeing God would 
ave thoſe planted in his houſe thrive, well 
iking and more fruitful: in their age: he: 
be H hat is not beſt at laſt, may fear. whether 
yer he were good. WY 

2. Give no offence juſtly unto any man, 
yhether within or without: for woe to +» 
-Shem by whom offences come. 
3. Grieve for nothing in the world fo - 
Huch as for-your own ſins, and in them for © W 
Sothing ſo much as tor offending ſo loving 
God; and that not only in committing : .} 
devil, but alſo in omitting of good. 


„ 


1. Humble your ſelf for your ſims, that 
5; ine Lord may raiſe you up; for he that? 
dgeth himſelf aright, ſhall never be judg:: 
dof the Lordzz-. l 
2. Honour all men in their Places, but 
o man ſo much for his greatneſs as for his 
odneſs: and thus ſhall you imitate the 
you ord himſelf, who accepteth nat. perſons, 
eſs Mut — 3 accepteth him that: 
ueth him. „ 


Gro Me 


| 
| 
| 
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_ clined unto, and which have in times pal 


ICT Jaſtifie Gods wiſdom in all bis prof 


in promiſing, his Faithfulneſs in perſo 
taking away: and in every thing . 

- from the heart, Bleſſed be the Name of tl 

good, and do ſome alſo to your power 
[cave 


hurt by ſpeech, ſilence, countenance, Pod 
example: in your praifes be diſcreet, Pim 


| . and wiſe in moving and entertaini 
pee 


3. It is fearful to fin, but much more 
lye in it: and therefore regiſter all yqhe u 


— 


3. Have ſpecial care to avoid the E 
which you have found your ſelf moſt inf": 


moſt prevailed : for fin is loath to be ſai 


nay, and Satan ſeeketh re-entry. I 
| HAT fever 
HS Ko ng 


ceedings concerning your ſelf and others 
his Power in ſuſtaining, his Providence 
maintaining, his Juſtice in puniſhing 
his Love in. correcting, his Boun 


ming, his Grace in giving, his Mercy! 


Lord. 
2. In every company receive ſon 


no ill ſavour behind you, neither 


ſaluting courteous, in admoniſhing brothe - ; 
1 


y fa 
4. 


ch or conference. 


ins daily, bewail them at fit times, pray io im 


pardon of them, and ſtrength againſt theſpf th! 
-  £ontemn none as counting it little, becaꝶto m- 


0 er th 


"Rules fot Chiiltian Pracice. "0 2 


N od's law hath condemnedit; and Chriſt 
+ in bath died for it, or elſe you muſt eternally. - 


1. Know God in Chriſt, which is liſe 8 
everlaſting, kiſs' the Son of God leſt he be 
ngry, and know your ſelf to be a believer, 
and that Chriſt is in you, and you in him. 
2. Keep as your vows with God, fo your 
-Yawful promiſes with men: for faith and 
truth muſt kiſs each other in Chriſtian con -| 


« ® 


—_—_—_— 


Dun : 5 | 
rl 3. Keep out wandring and worldly | 
cy Thoughts as much as poſfible may be, nar- 
Gowly: watching your heart; for,” ſuch. as | ll 


you ſuffer that to be, ſuch will be your 
ords, deeds, and whole converſation. 


er 1- Love all things for Gods ſake, and 
e, Pod only for his own b and look you make | 


init 13 live in the eye of your heaven- 
y father. . 

2. Look upon the lives and behaviours of 
| yoſhe wicked, to avoid them; of the godly, 1 
ay to imitate them; upon the Life and Death © | 
f them both, as alſo your own not far off, 
go make you loathe this world, and long af. 
er the like to come. G4: 3.1 


- 
— — — ' —— — —-— — p — — 
- 2 . : : . - — 2 7 
* 


. —— —— 
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„ Let your meat, apparel, recreation {0 
{ | lawful, ngedful, and moderate. — 
r — the 

M. for 


| 1. Make not mention of God, or an 
word or work of his, but with fear and r 
verence : nor of any man but with low 
and carefulneſs, uſing his name as you woul 
=. have him to uſe your s. 
2. Mark other mens profiting in relig 
on, to provoke your ſelf, their ſlips to ma 
your ſelf more wary, their riſings to | 
thankful to God for them. | 
3. Meditate often upon the four la 
things. 1. Death, 2. Judgment. 3, He 
l ven. 4. Hell. = : 


2 RED * 

1d. Never make ſhew of more holin 
_ outwardly, than inwardly you have in yoꝗ 

heart which God ſeeth, in which he deſiret 
truth: nor pleaſe your ſelf with your ut 
1 — unfitneſs, or unwillingnels i 
3 x 2. No man is owner, but ſteward oft 
- - he hath, you muſt therefore impart of ti 
bleſſings you have, to thoſe that ſtand iF- 
need, wiſely; heartily, and in due ſeaſon. I 
3. Note your own ſpecial corruptio! 
| Whether they grow ſtronger or e W 

| W 0 


nt 


bow your ſelf can reſiſt them: and if any: 


5 © Kules fox Chyiſtian PtaCice. -- | 15 z 
Me. — | 


aſſault you more ſtrongly, prays: and make 
the matter known to God: The beſt way» 


for a woman ſolicited to folly;-to be rid-ok 1 
the Tempter, is to tell her Husbandd. 


. O. 
ou 1- Often ook to the praiſe of God, ne- 
ver of your ſelf. For other things, becauſe:- | 
many words want not iniquity, ſpeakias- ji 
few as you can, or rather none than un- 
profitable. 3 
2. Open not your mouth to ſpeak of o- 
Icher mens infirmities, eſpecially behind 
them: nor before them without grief and“ 

ſorro wp. „ 
3. Of every idle word account muſt be 
given, and much more of every wicked ij 
linell word, and therefore let your ſpeech be gra- 
ious, poudred with ſalt, and tending. to 
dification... 2 . >. 
1. Praiſe the Lord for every new bene« 
t beſtowed, and then by it promote his 
glory, the Churches good, and your o. -; 
Salvation : eſteeming of graces given as ſpurs- 
d godlineſs, and pledges of eternal life= 
2. Prevent anger before it kindle; it is 


a, 
= — 


= | 


wiſdom to quenes the leaſt ſparkle: of fire. | 


bu 
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before it begin to flame. Conſider, 1. Thq W. 
original of anger, being pride or ſelf- love Pra 
2. The curſed fruits, by giving place to the 
Devil. 3. God's patience. 4. God's image: 
in your brother. 5. Yourown weakneſs i, 
the ſame kind. 6. The wrong is not reme for 
died by revenge, but inlarged ; nor tha {cir 
wrong-doer amended, but imitated. | Pr 
3. Prepare your ſelf for death, and pulſ a L 
--out- his ſting by, 1. Bewailing ſins paltY dee 
2. Turning to God in time to come 3. Pur {hu 
\ poſing a new life. None can die ill, that 
hath had a care to live well. Perſwade you 
ſelf, if you live well, you ſhall die well 
but if you die well, doubt not but you ſh; 
do better. „„ 


1. Quiet your heart, and be {till undeſſ pe! 
the correcting hand of God, becauſe 1. He kn 
. doth it. 2. For your beſt. 3. He will mo- wi 
derate it. 4. Supply ſtrength. 5. Sealons 
bly deliver out of it. 1 
2. Queſtion not whether others ſhould dg] 
you good, or you them firſt : it is praiſeſ pr 
worthy to be firft in well-doing : and if youſ of! 
do good to your enemies, your reward if yc 
with God. ne 
3. Quench not the Spirit; nor ſuffer ani ye 
good motion ariſing in your heart to p3 
2 Ben 55 WO” iN; away 


mums a FA A - 


—_ 
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Th away, but feed it by reading, meditations , 
prayer, and practice. 


oth — 
R. 
fl 1: Read dail 1 fomerting of God's Book 


emell for the increaſe: of knowledge and con- 
thel ſcience; and add hereto meditation and | 
prayer: for theſe three, ſaith Lather, make 
2 Divine: all time thus ſpent is well re- 
deemed. As for laſcivious and idle Books, | 
ſhun:them as rocks. 
al 2: Rejoyce i in the good you know by. ll 
your another: praiſe God for it, pray for the in- 
caſe of it. But if you know any evil by | 
any, mourn for' it, and if you can, by bro- 1 
therly admonition amend it. 9 
3. Refrain your ears, eyes, mouth, and f 
hands, from hearing, ſeeing, ſpeaking or 
nde performing any wicked and vain thing; 
He knownng that ae often entereth in at the 
ons 5 , % 
, 3 4 f ; . 
dd 1. Stick to God, as well in adverſity as 
aileY proſperity ; the one being as neceſſary as the 
vod other. 8 you want neceſſaries, humble 
rd i your ſelf for chem: if you have them, be 
humble with them; and uſe chem well, leſt 
au you forfeit them. 
pal 2 SeckReconciliation with your Neight 


yay : 


— ———— — 
_—— — — — — — 
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bour, freely forgiving thoſe that have of. 
fende d you, and earneſtly deſiring to be for- 
givenof all that have been offended by you. 
3. Study to approve both your heart toff g. 
_ God, and your _ to _— wes; hag in 
Four particular calling, and eſpecially to 
ſuch, as, to whom God hath . . a 
as, if a Servant in obeying, if a Ma. no 
ſter in ruling, if an Husband in loving, iff 50 
a Wife in reverence ; for a good Conſcience, ſſ G 
= 2 good Name, and good Manners muſt gol me 
together. | | | 


tt... Mi 


PAY * 


* F. | 25 * 
1. Take heed of performing holy Dutie * 
for Faſhions ſake, or without feeling and pro- is t 
fit: for this is hy pocriſie or prophaneneſs. tlie 
2, Thankfully requite, at leaſt with, 
1. Acknowledgment, 2. Hearty. affeQion. 
3. Prayer, the good you get by any man: 
for there is no member in the body but 
ſtandeth in need of other mens gifts. 

3. Think ic the greateſt work in the x 
world to die well: which to do, you multfrea 
inure your ſelf to die before hand. 1. By gs tt 
dying to your fins. 2. Leaving the world in 
affedtion, before it actually leave you. 3. In 
your laſt leaving of it, do it willingly, yea 
Joyſutly,when oever, whereſoever, or how- 
lever God ſhall call yo. 


OW. 
"i 
Out 
ind 


3. Yow 


ax” 
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* 


IND. | 
ou. 1. Vow to God and keep it: eſpecially - 
© 10 gtrive in performing the folema vow ef 
n inf your Baptiſm. and the Covenant which you 
do renew in the Lord's Supper. 
ou: 2. Variance and Diſcord with men wil 
Ma. not ſtand with your peace with God. If | 
2, it you love God, you will love Men alfo, for 
nc, God's image; or elſe far his Command- 
gol ments fake. Ft oa 
3. Uſe the World as not uſing it, and Wl 
your proſperity and liberty to be bettered 
by chem. That is not gained, which is 
uties gotten with the loſs of your Soul, and then 
pro- is the Soul exchanged with an handful of 
neſs. ſte world, when it is not gotten and held. 
vith, 1. In Chriſt reſtoring it. 2. With Chriſt þ 
tion. Ithe chief gain. 3. For Chriſt the Lord 
nan: of it. c 


the] x. Wait upon the Lord, and he will di- 
muſtſyect your way, become his Servant, for this - 
s the way to attain your trueſt Liberty. - 

2. Weep with them that weep, and fel 

o. feel the afflictions of the Brethren that 
re in the world; Chriſt in Heaven ac 
Founteth the ſufferings of his Saints his own, 
nd we his Members upon Earth muſt do the 


Py __ 
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— — 


— 


min 


fame; Religion and Mercy are well match- 
ed by God, and muſt not by: Man be di- A 
vorced ; as for the miſeries and fins of the fl 
age wherein you live, moutn alfa for them, 
and pray to God for remed 7. 
3. Wiſh not a long life ſo much as 2 
good Life: he hath lived long who hath 
| lived well. A ſhort Life in Grace ſet 
teeth into the everlaſting Life of Glory. 


Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy Statutes; 
and I ſhall keep it unto the end. 

> © Give me underſtanding, and I ſhall keep thy 
4 yea, I ſhall obſerve it with my who 
b:axrt. | n 2 \ | 
© » Teach me good judgment ond knowledge: 

| for Thave believed thy commandments. 
Tit my heart be found in thy Statutes; that 
1 be not aſhamed. £3 i 

 » Through thy Precepts I get underfandang. + 

* Thy word is a lamp unto my fret: and 

nc 


— 


\ 


—_— — — 


"JA Morning Prayer for Private 


OST gracious God, and loving Fa- 
ther, in all humility of Soul, and un- 
© feigned acknowledgment of our bounden 
Duty, we preſent our ſelves here before thy | 
Throne of Majeſty and Glory, deſiring in 
der: ſome meaſure to ſhew our thapkfulneis, for 
multitudes of thy Mercies heaped upon us 
thi thy moſt unworthy Servants. By thee at 
bolt the firſt we were fearfully and wonderful- | | 
JE iy made, thou coverd'ſt us in our Mother's bl 
age: Wombs, thou gaveſt us the ſhape of Men 
and Women, when it was free for thee to | 
that have equalled us unto thy baſeſt Creatures: 
ſince it hath pleafed thee to preſerve us, to 
g. © watch over us, and to guard us by thy Pro-̃ 
xd off vidence, to open thy hand, and to reple- 
I niſh us with good things, to give us Food | 
and Rayment, Health, Liberty and Peace. 
O Lord, thy Compaſlions fail not, but they 
are renewed every Morning: even in 
this Night paſt, we have received an ap- 
parent evidence of thy Love, For whets= | 
"MF as, for the Sins committed the day he- 
I fore, thou mighteſt even in the dead f 
deep have taken our Souls from us, and ſo 


——ä—6 — — — — — 8 — — 
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ſuddenly have brought us to an account, 
it hath been thy Pleaſure yet to ſpare us 
and nor only fo, but to refreſh us with quiet 
| reſt, and to bring us in Safety to the be. 
ginning of this day. Grant (O Lord) we 
Ea, thee, that the ordinary uſe of theſe thy 
EKindneſſes may not make us the leſs to e. 
ſteem them : but ſo affect our hearts with: 
the apprehenſion of them, that we may 
learn to admire thy Mercy, who dealel 
ſo graciouſly with ſuch unthankful Perſons 
as we have always been, and may even 
bind our ſelves to ftrive to ſhew all Obe- 
dience and Duty to thee, who doſt ſo en- 
large thy Goodneſs unto us. 
- - _ But chiefly, O Lord, raiſe. up (we be. 
ſeech thee) our hearts and. our affection 
from. theſe outward Favours (the leaſt c 
which notwithſtanding is greater thari the 
beſt of our deſervings) and draw us to the 
* ſerious conſideration of thoſs Bleflings, 
8 more directly concern a bettet 
Make us thankfully mindfal of the Grace 
of Election, by which thou freely chooſeſt 
us in Chriſt to be Veſſels of Mercy, before 
we were: of thy ſending thy Son out © 
thine own Boſom, being in thine own 
Form, to take on him the Form of a Ser: I nati 


vant, and to become obedient. unto the 
TT. - Peach 
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preached : of thy ſhining into our Hearts, 


Ining us, when we were Dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins : of thy begetting us again unto a 


which thou haſt given us of the daily free 
uſe and.liberty of thy Word, whereby that 


Jeufreat Myſtery of Godlineſs, yea, even thy 
. hole Counſel is clearly revealed unto us. 


O Lord, teach us to conſider what miſe- 
rable Creatures we were in our ſelves, and 
what a fearful caſe we had yet been in, it 
thou hadſt left us to our Selves ; that ſo the 
view of theſe unſpeakable and undeſerved 


poſſeſs our Hearts, that we may conftantly 
reſolye, henceforth to give up our ſelves as. 
a living Sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto 
thee, and to devote all our Powers both of 
Soul and Body, to the Glory and Honour 
of thy Name . 
And (Lord) enable us hereunto we pray 
thee :. for we are not ſufficient of our Selves 
to think any thing, as of our Selves; we are 
der naturally reprobate to every good Work. 

Open therefore the eyes of our Mind, that 


Death, eren the Death of the Croſs for our | 
kes: for thy calling us out of the Kingdom 
of Darknefs by the power of the Goſpel 
by the enlightning of thy Spirit : of quick- - | 


lively hope: of the firſt” Fruits of the Spi- 
Ae nit, and of that earneſt of our Inheritance 


Favours, may even raviſh our Spirits, and 


: 
i 
| 
{ 
| 
- ö : 
- . | 
- 
| 
_ ” 


% 
% 
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Word our Delight and Counſellor, that b 
it we may be informed in thy paths: Pu 
thy Spirit within us, and cauſe us to walk 


Give us Hearts of fleth, yielding and pliaf 
- ble Aﬀe ions : ſubdue the Crookednels © 


in our Profeffion : But grant that we may 
be even rich in good Works, and. ſo ma 
adorn the Doctrine of thee our Saviour iu 


N 3 


we may fee what js good, and what tha 


ficient Grace, ſtabliſh us in every Word an ' 
good Work, fill us with the Fruits of Rigi! 


truth aſhamed, when they ſhall have nof 
thing concerning us to ſpeak evil of. Ant 
- ſhield-us (O Lord) we earneſtly intre: 


| thee, againſt the malice and rage, and fur as 
of the Devil: give us Wiidom to diſcer * 


bis Policies, and Courage to reſiſt even hi 
: moſt fiery Aſlaults: Make us wiſe againliſ”P 


World: let us not be carried away with tht 
Streams of theſe corrupt times: harden o 


Mc 


requireſt of us: Teach us to make th 


in thy Statutes + let our ears continually hea” | 
a word behind us, ſaying, This is the way 


our Nature, and bring it under the obed Con 
ence of Chriſ tt. | 


And whenthowhaſt entred us into a goo” 
Courſe, uphold us therein, by thy All- ſuffren 


teouſnel;, let us not be idle, nor unfruiti 


all things, making the Adverſaries of th re 


the beguiling Inticements of this ſinf 


Face 
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Faces againſt the reproaches and enmities 
It evil Men: ſaffer us not to be wearied, 
or to faint in our Minds for any Tribu- 
Wations : ſanRifie unto us every Aflicti- 
walllen, that it may be a means to purge out 
he: ur Corruptions. Draw our Minds from 
y the love of this preſent World: teach us to 
pliappſe it as if we uſed it nat, grant that we 
eis may ever remember, that we have here no 
bediKcontinuing City, that ſo we may ſeek for 
| hat Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, but 
oo eternal in the Heavens. Cauſe us to de- 
r. ſulend upon thy Providence, and to caſt our 
1 an are and Burden upon thee, aſſuring our 
diglPelves, that thou who haſt given us Chriſt, 
nick _ not but with him give us all things ll 
UE. 855 N i 
And (Lord) if at any time we fall 
Tinto Sin, as who are we, that we ſhould ' 
Fpreſume ? put under thine hand, we be. 
eech thee, Deliver us out of the Mire, 
that we ſink not, let not fin ſwallow us up, 
Jet ir not grow- ſtrong upon us, leſt We 
perth. SIE 1 2 
den Enable us unto Diligence, and Faithful 

n hill neſs in our ſeveral Callings, teach us to lift | 

up our Hearts to thee, for 


8 a Bleſſing upon 
our Endeavours, and to remember that wE | 
tha are always in thy Preſence, that ſo we max 
| ou} !fudy to walk with thee, and to appfove- "| 
A0 | | |; + O_—_— 4 
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164. Moꝛning 
codur very thoughts unto thee. Give us a ſe 
ber uſe of. thy Creatures: Make us read 
d reach out our hands unto the wants off, .:, 
' Others, beget in us a godly Jealouſie ora f 
our ſelves, that we may walk eircumipeciſ he 
taking heed to our ſelves in our Eatings, inf 
our Apparel, in our Company, in our R 
Creations, often conſidering our Ways, anc 
i Hbouring quickly. after our Errors, to tun 7 
| _ a 3 Teſtimonies. 
cap thy Bleſſings upon our graciou 
Queen, make 2 inſtrument « 5 
much good unto thy choſen People, ſhe lere 
Mercy to the Royal Progeny, be graciou th 
to the Council; to the Court, the Noblegpow 
the Gentry. of the Realm: Grant that theye h. 
may all aim at the honouring of thee, bye it 
 . whom they have received Honour amongiÞuls 
Men: Be with the Magiſtracy and Minit 
ſtery of the Realm, make thy Word to gro 
| by the Labours of thoſe, whom thou hal 
appointed to. the Service of thy Church 
' Contain the Subjects in their due obedienq; 
to Authority, bring to naught all tumult 
ous and rebellious Practices, comfort ai 
C = afflicted Servants, refreſh theni with 
| ſweet feeling of thy Farour. P. 
” , Give to us compaſſionate Hearts, and I Ar 
fellow feeling of others Miſeries, prepare c. 
us unto the day of Tryal: ab" hep It 


i 


yr 
va 


— * 


— — 
#4 * ä 
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flies, 
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read 
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> OVe 
ety 
8, 1! 
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y mighty Power, through Faith, unto _. 
vation. Grant us theſe good things, for | 
hriſt's ſake, in whoſe-Name we commend 
ur ſelves, and our ſuits unto thee, ſaying 
z he himſelf hath taught us. 
Our Father, '&c. © © 


= 
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o tu, Evening Prayer for private Families, 
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U Lord our God, moſt merciful and gra- 
cious in Jeſus Chriſt, among other thy 
lercies, with which thou doſt even follow 
thy moſt unthankful Servants, we ac- 
owledge this to be none of the leaſt, that 
e have this comfortable Freedom of cm. 
$2 into thy Preſence, there to pour out our | 
uls before thee, and to lay open our Ne- 
fities unto thee. We pray thee teach us 
value this Privilege according to due 
ue worth thereof: that we may come to- il 
ther to the performance of this Duty wih 9 
a0 re cheerful Spirits, rejoycing 
it, that we have opportunity given us, to 
ie ſome part of that great Duty, which 
many reſpects we owe to thy Divine Ma- 


Andnow (Lord) ei come before thee, p 


nd 
epanſſe cannot but confeſs the Vileneſs of our 
ts 5 te: We were conceiyed in fin, and in 


OT. TE OI * 


v "a - 
$7 * 
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fin ſhave we continued all our Days, wi 
have even drunk Iniquity like water, v. 
| Have drawn it after us, and tied it unto u 
as With Cart-ropes, wickedneſs hath beef: 
Tweet in our mouth; we have ſavoured il 
and would not forſake it, we have even mac 
', a mock of ſin, and it hath been a Paſt 
eo oowikey; ot n= f 
Thou haſt often called us, but we hauf 
* Mil! refuſed, thou haſt again and agaii 0 
ſtretehed out thine hand, but we have ne 
regarded, thou haſt ſought to reclaim u 
hut we have hardned our Necks as it wer 
with Stiffneſs and we have hated to be reforff 
med. Thou haſt waited to have Mercy up 
on us, thy Spirit hath ſtriven with us, th 
very Bowels have been troubled. for us, an 
how graciouſly haſt thou called upon us by 
F thy Word? Saying, Return, ye Sons of 
dun 75 wp ge die N - me, an 
pe ſhail find reſt for your Souls. Let, We not 
i Achten have deſpiſed thy . Patience 
we have 'abuſed thy Goodneſs, we ha: 
turned thy Grace into Wantonneſs, and 
have given thee cauſe to heap upon us al 
| ' thoſe fearful Plagues and Puniſhments, whid{f3* 
in the extremity of thy Law belong to th} 
| Wicked. PT ates 
Whenwe look into our Hearts, we {« 


nothing but a confufed heap of groſs Co 
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„rions, Vanity, Ignorance, Watchfulnels, \ 
„war s, Unteachableneſs, Dulln 
willingneß, and Unaptneſs unto Good. 
Yoneneſs and Readineſs to any manner of 
Fil, Secure, Irreſigious, Prephane, Unclean, 
Þvious, Covetous, and greedy Thoughts, 

rverſe and diſordered Affections, alltheſe 2 
it were) marching together to rebel a- 


10 Lord, if thou ſhouldeſt ſtraightly 

Ick our Iniquities, O Lord, how ſhall 

* ſtand, where ſhall we appear? What 
l become of us? what Anſwer ſhall 
117 able to make thee to one of a thou- 


And (yet. moſt gracious God) which is 
Bolt of all, Cuſtom in Evil hath bred ſuch 
Hardneſs in us, and hath brought ſuch a 
„ „Iyſt upon our Conſciences, that we n. 
ebe petſwaded that thy wrath is ſo terri⸗ 
jene dur Sins ſo grievous, or our Eſtate ſo 
+... oful, as indeed it is. Hence it commeth, 
at we do not ſtand in ſuch awe of 


Ker ajeſty as we ſhould do, we do not fo . 
hid "ble at thy Juſtice, nor eſſeem thy Pro- 
o es and, Miſeries, as we ought to do: we 
leech thee therefore to take the ſton © 
 Yearts out of our. Bodies; and to put new 
Pirits into our Bowels, that a + with 


inſt thee; and leading us captive unto * 
b | we 3 


f 
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Feeling, and With a lively and ſenfible Ap 
prehenfion, 'confeſs our ſelves to be as a 
are, poor and wretched, and miſerable and 
= Hlind, and naked, ſuch as in whom ther, 

$ bo no Goodneſs, ſuch as to whom there i 

2 nothing due but ſhame and * of 

ever. 

57708 (0 Lord) make us ready Sr Af. 
fiction: teach us to remember; chat we mul 
through many Tribulations enter into thy 

| . bleſſed Kingdom: In our Health, make 
mindful of Sickneſs, of Death, and of 0 
At account, thatthele things may not cone 

upon us a a Snare, but that we may bt 

prepared always in ſome good 1 N 
= fubmic our ſelves unto thy moſt wiſe 
WT - holy Appointments 
= 3 O Lord our God, We kno 

* that thou doſt neither ſlumber nor fleep 

if hoop om ie Malice of Satan, from & 
curity and Carelefrneſs, from Dulneſs an 
Sh Proutineſs of Spiritz that if it ſhall be tt 
| -| Pleafure te Jet us live until the Morning, u 
map become ſo much the fitter to ſerve the 
dn oor feveral Callings, fo as may be mo 
i 3 22 ol Name comm 
is 8 Ferre) we comme 
orthy Prayers un 
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